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EDUCATIONAL  NUMBER. 

This  annual  number  of  the  C.  Sf  B.  will  be  published  on 
•September  2,  and  will  contain  particulars  of  the  statutory  or 
other  recognised  requirements  for  qualifications  in  pharmacy, 
medicine,  dentistry,  veterinary  surgery,  and  science.  Com- 
plete details  will  be  given  regarding  the  curricula,  and  to 
these  will  be  added  notes  of  the  universities,  colleges,  and 
schools  recognised  by  examining  bodies.  Will  all  interested 
please  send  the  necessary  information  soon  to  the  Editor  ? 
Orders  and  copy  for  advertisements  should  be  addressed  to 
the  Publisher  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  42  Oannoa 
Street,  London,  E.C. 


Summary. 

Two  enrious  advertisements  are  given  (p.  289). 

Claude  Bernard's  pharmacy  training  is  mentioned  cn 
p.  295. 

Dr.  S.  Ri deal  gives  ns  his  ideas  on  the  Pharmacopeia  as 
a  standard  for  drugs  (p.  302). 

Details  of  the  proposed  quinine-auctions  to  be  held  in 
Batavia  are  given  on  p.  291. 

Mb.  Howard  Paul  gives  some  interesting  historical 
reminiscences  of  Spa  in  Belgium  (p  300). 

Some  interesting  Particulars  about  the  proposed 
Australian  Federal  Tariff  are  given  (p.  283). 

Mr.  Lewis  Ough's  "Notes  on  Itesinoids"  are  continued 
this  week  cimicifugin  is  dealt  with  (p.  299). 

Our  Pharmaceutical  Camerist  this  week  gives  a 
description  of  a  basement  darkroom  (p.  290). 

Our  Paris  Correspondent  throws  a  curious  side  light 
on  the  latest  Parisian  poisoning-mystery  (p.  231). 

The  disclosure  of  the  secret  process  for  making  Worcester 
sauce  was  restrained  in  a  case  reported  on  p.  286. 

A  Test-case  in  regard  to  the  increase  in  railway  rates  is 
beiog  heard  before  the  Railway  Commissioners  (p.  286). 

The  latest  particulars  of  the  Cape  Pharmacy  Bill  and  the 
Rhodesian  Pharmacy  Ordinance  are  given  (pp.  289,  303). 

Camphorated  Oil  still  engages  the  attention  of  in- 
spectors under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  (p.  287). 

We  Report  case3  of  poisoning  from  lea 3,  vermin-killer  liq. 
epispasticas,  laudanum,  morphia,  and  chloral  on  pp.  278-9. 

An  Excerpt  from  a  new  cantata  evidently  dealing  with 
the  policy  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  is  printed  (p.  290). 

The  Lord  Chancellor  made  some  significant  observa- 
tions on  company  pharmacy  at  the  third  reading  of  the 
Companies  Bill  (p.  2E4). 

Our  Veterinary  Contributor's  Notes  this  week 
touch  on  the  questions  of  tuberculosis  ia  cattle,  rabies  iu 
dogs,  and  inflamed  eyes  in  horses  (p.  293). 

The  Recent  Decision  in  the  ionone-patent  case  gives 
us  an  opportunity  of  recapitulating  the  main  points  of  the 
process  used  for  making  ionone  (p.  293). 

This  has  been  a  broken  week  in  Mincing  Lane.  Camphor 
and  cocaine  are  about  the  only  articles  attracting  attention, 
and  in  which  prices  have  been  advanced  (p.  307). 

Dr.  Attfield  explains  in  our  correspondence  columns 
that  he  does  not  object  to  criticisms  of  the  B.P..  bat  to  the 
language  in  the  criticisms  which  are  made  (p.  302). 

Dr.  Carter  Bell  last  quarter  analysed  amongst  other 
samples  of  foods  and  drugs  std  wart-ointment  and  a  ferruginous 
wine.    The  results  obtained  were  startling  (p.  278). 

One  of  the  Bills  of  the  Session  which  received  the 
Royal  Assent  on  Wednesday  is  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Act.  We  note  some  of  the  provisions  and  omissions  on 
P  294. 

From  the  report  of  the  British  Chamber  of  Commerce 
at  Paris,  it  appears  that  the  membership  of  the  Chamber  is 
increasing,  last  year's  memDership  being  a  record  one 
(p.  281). 

We  collect  together  a  few  of  the  more  recent  schemes 
which  have  been  put  forward  with  the  object  of  bettering 
pharmacy.  Material  for  a  policy  seems  to  exist  in  abun- 
dance (p.  292). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  defeated  in  an  action 
they  brought  against  a  florist  for  selling  weed-killer.  The 
Judge  held  there  had  been  no  sale  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Act  (p.  287). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  Hems  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Biitish.  Medical  Association. 
It  has  been  decider!  to  hold  the  next  annual  meeting  at 
Ipswich,  which  town  the  Association  last  visited  twentj-six 
years  ago.   Dr.  W.  A.  Ellistonhas  been  nominated  President- 
elect. 

Analysts'  Appointments  and  Reports. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Stoddart  has  been  reappointed  city  analyst  by 
the  Salisbury  Town  Council. 

Mr.  A  E.  Bell,  district  agricultural  analyst  to  the  Dorset 
County  Council,  has  heen  appointed  lecturer  in  chemistry  to 
the  Westminster  College  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  Trinity 
Square,  Borough,  S  E.  The  Council  have  decided,  however, 
that  Mr.  Bell  should  continue  to  hold  the  appointment  of 
analyst  until  next  March,  whei  the  question  of  his  successor 
■will  be  fully  considered. 

Mr.  E.  W.  T.  Jones,  F.I  C,  in  his  report  as  analyst  to  the 
Staffordshire  County  Council,  refers  to  three  samples  of 
camphorated  oil  which  be  examined.  One  was  deficient  in 
camphor  to  the  extent  of  64  per  cent ,  and  was  made  with 
mineral  oil  instead  of  pure  olive  oil.  The  third  was  23  per 
cant,  deficient  in  camphor,  and  the  oil  was  sesame  instead  of 
olive.  Mr.  Jones  has  not  received  a  single  sample  for 
analysis  under  the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding-stuffs  Act, 
although  the  fee  for  each  analysis  is  only  2s.  6d..  sag, 

Dr.  J.  Carter  Bell,  analyst  to  the  County  of  Chester,  in  his 
report  for  the  quarter  ending  June-,  states  that  he  had  analysed 
219  samples  of  food  and  drugs.  Of  these,  four  were  adulterated 
— two  camphor  liniment,  one  iodine  liniment,  and  one 
whisky.  The  two  camphor  liniments  were  deficient  in  cam- 
phor to  the  extent  of  4  and  15  per  cent,  respectively;  the 
iodine  liniment  was  deficient  in  iodine  by  over  7  per  cent. 
A  sample  of  ointment,  said  to  be  a  most  valuable  remedy  for 
curing  warts  as  it  contained  a  large  percentage  of  nitrate  of 
silver,  was  sent  to  him  for  analvsis.  He  found  it  to  be. com- 
posed as  follows  : — Water,  11  95  p«r  cent.  ;  oil,  3  45 ;  sulphur, 
81  80  ;  oxide  of  iron,  lime,  &c  ,  2  80  There  was  not  a  trace 
of  silver  in  the  compound.  A  sample  of  wine  was  also  sub- 
mitted to  him  for  analysis,  as  it  was  bought  on  the  under- 
standing that  it  contained  a  considerable  quantity  of  iron. 
The  following  is  the  analvsis  : — Proof  spirit,  24'2  per  cent. ; 
extract,  or  total  solids.  3  2;  mineral  matter  or  ash,  0  33  ;  ash 
soluble  in  water.  87-96 ;  ash  insoluble,  12-04  :  per  cent,  of 
iron  in  wine,  -0001.  This  quantity  of  iion,  '0001,  or  one  pare 
in  one  million  of  wine,  was,  practically  speaking,  nothing  ; 
for  one  would  have  to  driok  100  bottles  of  wine  to  obtain 
1  gr.  of  iron  The  amount  of  iron  in  the  wine  being  so 
infinitesimally  small,  he  thought  it  possible  that  there  might 
be  some  error  in  the  sample.  To  guard  against  this  he 
purchased  a  [sample  himself  from  a  local  wine-merchant, 
who  assured  him  that  the  wine  contained  a  considerable 
anount  of  iron.  On  analjsing  this  new  sample,  it  corre- 
sponded with  the  first. 

Liverpool  University  Extension. 

The  Council  of  University  College,  Liverpool,  have  decided 
to  proceed  with  the  work  of  the  extension  of  the  Medical 
School.  The  plans  for  the  new  buildings  have  received  the 
approval  of  the  authorities. 

Uo  TJae  for  the  Laboratory. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Berkshire  County  Council 
reference  was  nade  to  technical  education.  The  committee 
stated  that  it  was  a  matter  of  regret  that  the  theoretical  and 
practical  chemistry  classes  bad  been  discontinued  owing  to 
lack  of  pupils,  and  the  excellent  lecture-theatre  and  labora- 
tory were  now  idle. 

Thought  they  were  Sweets. 

At  Altrincham,  on  August  6,  two  little  girls,  Gertrude  and 
Emily  Ray,  2  and  5  years  of  age  respectively,  found  what 
they  took  to  be  sweets,  in  the  pocket  of  their  father's 


coat,  and  ate  several.  The  "  sweets "  proved  to  be  tablets 
containing  quinine,  iron,  acd  gr.  of  strychnine,  in  each 
and  alarming  symptoms  soon  manifested  themselves.  The 
younger  child  died  in  the  infirmary  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
after  admission,  from  strychnine-poisoning,  but  the  elder,  it 
is  believed,  will  recover.  At  the  inquest,  held  on  August  8, 
Dr.  Gore  stated  that  he  made  up  the  tablets  for  Mr.  Ray, 
father  of  the  deceased,  who  was  suffering  from  indigestion, 
and  tbey  were  perfectly  harmless  if  taken  according  to  his 
directions.  It  was  not  necessary  to  label  the  box  containing 
them  "  Poison." 

Fires. 

A  fire  broke  out  on  August  2  on  the  premises  of  the  Huli 
Oil-manufacturing  Company  (Limited),  Stoneferry,  Hull, 
The  outbreak  was  confined  to  the  castor-oil  straining-shed, 
bat  a  considerable  quantity  of  oil  was  destroyed. 

A  serious  fire,  following  an  explosion,  occurred  od 
August  4  at  the  iDriia'ubber-mauufactory  of  Messrs.  Birn- 
baum  &  Sons,  Old  Ford,  E.  A  loud  explosion  occurred  in 
what  is  known  as  the  cure- room  on  the  ground  floor,  anc? 
boiling  indiarubber  was  thrown  all  over  the  place,  setting 
the  building  on  fire.  Two  men  were  badly  burned,  and  had) 
to  be  removed  to  the  London  Hospital,  where  one  died. 
The  fire  was  not  overcome  until  much  damage  had  been 
done.  The  cause  of  the  explosion  is  at  present  unknown. 
On  August  8  an  inquest  was  opened  on  the  body  of  the 
victim.  Medical  and  other  evidence  having  been  given,  the 
inquiry  was  adjourned  for  the  attendance  of  a  material  wit- 
ness, who  was  unable  to  be  present  owing  to  injuries  received 
in  the  explosion. 

Eontgen  Society. 
The  annual  report  of  the  London  Rontgen  Society  has  just- 
been  issued.  The  roll  of  membership  is  now  148  with  £> 
honorary  members.  Dr.  David  Walsh,  the  Hon.  Secretary, 
has  resigned  that  office,  and  is  succeeded  by  Dr.  F.  H.  Low. 
Mr.  Wilson  Noble  is  President  for  the  ensuing  year.  The 
accounts  show  a  balance  in  hand  and  at  bank  of  111.  9s  Id  , 
and  there  are  as  well  outstanding  subscriptions  amounting 
to  38Z. 

Health  Exhibitors. 

Amongst,  the  firms  exhibiting  at  the  Health  Exhibit  ion 
opened  at  Lincoln  on  August  3  were  Messrs.  Battle,  Malt.by 
&  Bower,  Lincoln,  Tomlinson  &  Hayward,  Lincoln,  acd  John? 
Smith  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of  medicated  and  patent  foods. 

Cheshire  Salt-trade. 

Official  statistics  of  the  salt-trade  show  July  shipments  to- 
be  grpatly  in  excess  of  the  same  month  last  year.  The  figures 
are  58  000  tons,  against  47,000  in  July,  1893.  or  an  increase 
of  11.000  tons.  Liverpool  shipments  were  45.552  tons,  an 
increase  of  18,000  over  the  previous  year.  At  Runcorn  Ship. 
Canal  and  Weston,  over  5  000  tons  less  was  despatched. 
The  East  Indian  trade  was  the  principal  source  of  the. 
increase. 

Explosion  of  Naphtha. 

On  August  2,  at  Box  (Wilts),  thirteen  barrels  of  naphtha 
stored  on  the  railway  exploded  through  some  unascertained 
cause. 

Lead  poisoning. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Leicester  on  August  2  relative  to 
the  death  of  a  married  woman  named  Bailey.  The  evidence 
showed  there  was  no  knowledge  that  deceased  had  taken 
pills  or  medicine,  but  it  transpired  that  she  had  had  a  mis- 
carriage. Dr.  Marriott  said  deceased's  condition  showed 
that  she  had  apparently  been  taking  lead  for  a  considerable 
period,  probably  in  comparatively  small  doses.  A  verdict 
was  returned  that  death  was  due  to  the  effects  of  lead- 
poisoning  self-administered,  but  that  tbere  was  not  sufficient, 
evidence" to  show  for  what  purpose  the  poison  was  taken. 

Vermin- killer  and  Liq.  Epispasticus. 

On  August  2  the  Birmingham  Coroner  investigated  two- 
deaths  by  poisoning.  A  draper's  assistant,  named  Florence 
Amy  Kitson  (20),  took  a  dose  of  vermin-killer.  Dr.  Wilkes 
attended  ber  before  the  discovery  of  the  poison,  and,  as  she 
was  rambling  in  her  speech,  he  prescribed  some  steadying- 
medicine.    She  said  lomeihing  aboui  poi  on,  but  was  very 
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incoherent,  and  he  did  not  think  she  had  taken  any.  Later, 
when  he  learned  that  vermin-killer  had  been  taken,  lie 
administered  an  emetic  and  applied  other  remedies,  but 
■without  avail.  Appearances  were  consistent  with  strych- 
nine-poisoning. 

The  other  case  was  that  of  George  Stone  (18).  He  had 
for  some  time  been  strange  in  his  manner,  and  on  July  30, 
while  the  family  were  at  breakfast,  he  drank  the  contents  of 
-a  bottle  labelled  "  Liq.  Epiepasticus."  Another  bottle,  simi- 
larly labelled,  was  found  at  the  foot  of  his  bed.  One  of  the 
bottles  bore  the  name  of  a  chemist  in  Sherlock  Street,  and 
another  that  of  Messrs.  Southall,  Brothers  &  Barclay 
(Limited).  It  was  known  that  Stone  had  been  to  Dr.  Austin's 
•surgery,  Sherlock  Street,  and  the  Coroner  inferred  that  while 
awaiting  for  the  doctor  he  had  purloined  the  poison. 

A  Batch  of  Laudanum-poisonings. 

On  August  3  Mrs.  McMillan,  wife  of  a  blacksmith  in  Dum- 
barton, committed  suicide  by  drinking  £  oz.  of  laudanum. 

Walter  Horbury  (47),  mason,  formerly  in  the  service  of 
the  Corporation  of  Barnsley,  died  on  August  2  from 
laudanum- poisoning.  Deceased  was  found  ljing  on  the  bed 
in  a  helpless  and  dazed  condition.  An  empty  bottle,  labelled 
"  Laudanum,"  was  on  the  table  near  the  bed.  Mr.  Walter 
Rigby,  chemist,  Sheffield  Road,  said  the  deceased  bought 
11  oz  of  laudanum  from  him  saying  it  was  to  be  U3ed  for 
cubbing  his  foot. 

At  Horwich,  on  August  7,  an  inque3t  was  held  relative  to 
the  death  of  a  married  woman  named  Elizabeth  Rigby,  who 
died  from  the  effects  of  laudanum-poisoniDg.  A  girl  named 
Riley,  aged  13  years,  said  deceased  sent  her  to  the  shop  of 
Mr.  Dyson,  chemist  aud  druggist,  for  threepennyworth  of 
(laudanum.  She  went  to  Mr.  Varley,  chemist,  instead  for  the 
laudanum,  but  he  refused  to  serve  her.  She  then  went  to 
Mr.  Dyson's  shop,  where  the  laudanum  was  supplied  to  her 
"without  any  questions  beirig  asked.  She  handed  it  to  deceased, 
who  drank  it  whilst  she  went  to  fetch  some  water.  Mr. 
J.  G.  P.  Dyson,  chemist  and  druggist,  53  Lee  Lane,  Horwich, 
said  he  was  a  registered  chemist.  The  girl  Riley  came  for  the 
laudanum,  which  was  served  by  his  wife  under  the  impres- 
sion that  it  was  for  a  customer  who  wanted  it  to  dose  cattle 
with.  His  wife  told  the  girl  to  be  careful  in  the  use  of 
the  laudanum.  The  Coroner  said  he  was  satisfied  with  the 
explanation,  but  he  advised  Mr.  Dyson  to  be  more  careful  in 
the  future.  He  also  suggested  that  there  should  be  some 
amendment  of  the  law  as  to  labelling  bottles  containing 
poison,  so  that  the  amount  of  poison  which  would  be  likely 
to  prove  fatal  to  adults  and  young  persons  might  be  indi- 
cated.   The  verdict  was  in  accord  with  the  evidence. 

Morphia  for  Glycerin. 
An  inquest  was  held  at  South  Shields  on  August  4  as  to  the 
r'eath  of  the7-months-old  daughter  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Samuel. 
The  mother  said  the  child  had  always  been  constipated, 
and  on  the  recommendation  of  her  medical  attendant 
she  occasionally  administered  to  the  child  a  glycerin 
suppository.  The  child  needed  one  of  the  suppositories, 
tout  witness,  being  unable  to  find  the  box,  her  sister  told 
her  where  there  was  a  box  containing  morphia  supposi- 
tories, and,  thinking  that  they  might  answer  the  same 
purpose,  she  administered  one  to  the  child.  She  did  not  read 
the  label  on  the  box,  and  as  the  child  was  a  good  sleeper  she 
■did  not  think  that  anything  was  wrong  until  her  mother 
called  her  attention  to  the  baby's  condition.  A  doctor 
was  subsequently  sent  for.  The  box  was  labelled  "  Poison  : 
Morphia  suppositories."  Mrs.  Mary  Robson,  sister  of 
Mrs.  Samuel,  said  that  the  box  of  morphia  suppositories 
was  given  to  her  for  the  use  of  her  brother-in-law.  She 
suggested  that  one  of  the  suppositories  should  be  given  to 
the  child,  as  it  might  do  good  and  could  not  do  any  harm. 
Dr.  Stephenson  said  he  was  called  in  to  see  the  deceased, 
who  showed  signs  of  opium-poisoning.  Everything  possible 
was  done,  but  coma  set  in,  and  the  child  gradually  sank  and 
died.  The  suppositories  contained  about  i  gr.  of  morphia, 
but  members  of  the  medical  profession  generally  admitted 
that  morphia,  no  matter  in  what  form,  should  not  be  ad- 
ministered to  children  of  such  tender  years  except  in  very 
■exceptional  cases.  The  glycerin  suppositories  were  a  form 
of  pure  consolidated  glycerin,  and  were  absolutely  harmless. 
A  verdict  of  accidental  poisoning  was  returned. 


Pruosic  Acid  in  a  Laudanum-bottle. 

Edwin  Booth  (37),  draper,  of  Arnold,  had  been  separated 
from  his  wife  for  two  years,  though  he  had  visited  her 
several  times  during  that  period  On  August  2  he  apaia 
visited  her,  and  expicssed  a  desire  to  stay,  but  she  objected 
to  that  course,  and  he  left  ostensibly  to  go  by  train  to 
Notiingham.  The  next  morning  his  body  was  found  in  a 
field  at  Day  brook.  A  bottle  and  an  empty  glass  we-e 
found  close  by.  Uriah  Wood,  cheruist  and  druggist,  of 
Arnold,  said  he  recently  supplied  deceased  with  a  penny- 
worth of  laudanum.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  bottle  found 
had  contained  prussic  acid,  but  he  had  never  supplied  thai 
poison.  The  label  on  the  bottle  bore  Mr.  Wood's  name,  and 
the  words  "Laudanum,  Pcison."  Dr.  Harvey  Francis, 
Arnold,  stated  that  he  was  nimmoned  abent  7  A.M.  on 
August  3,  and  found  deceased  lying  in  the  field.  He  had  been 
dead  for  seven  or  eight  hours.  Th«  bottle  by  his  side  was 
practically  empty,  but  he  was  enabled  to  extract  a  drop  which 
tasted  of  chloroform  and  smelt  of  prussic  acid.  There  was 
no  smell  of  prussic  acid  from  the  dead  man's  mouth.  The 
jury  returned  a  verdict  of  prussic-acid  poisoning. 

A  Coroner  on  Patent  Medicines. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Fulham  on  August  5  by  Mr.  Oswald, 
Deputy- Coroner,  on  a  child  named  Scott,  who  die!  from 
exhaustion  following  summer  diarrhcr.a.  The  mother  said  she 
gave  the  child  a  Stedman's  powder,  a  little  castor  e  il,  boiled 
rice-water,  and  the  day  before  its  death  a  dose  of  Winslow'a 
soothing-syrup  every  two  hours.  Dr.  C.  J.  Morgan,  who  was 
called  after  the  death,  said  that  Stedman's  powder  was  no 
good  for  the  diarrhoea,  neither  was  Winslow's  syrup.  He 
presumed  the  latter  contained  a  form  of  opium,  and,  if  s<\ 
it  was  unsuitable  for  an  unskilled  person  to  use.  If  it  did 
soothe  it  must  contain  a  soporific. 

The  Coroner,  in  summing  up,  said  that  patent  medicines 
were  dangerous  for  persons  to  use,  and  even  for  doctors 
unless  they  knew  the  constituents.  The  doctor  knew  that 
opium  was  dangerous  for  a  child,  especially  for  one  whose 
natural  vitality  was  not  great,  as  after  diarrhoea. 

Ad  Overdose  of  Chloral. 

Mrs.  Ellen  Jones  Pugh,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Pryce  Jones  Pugh, 
surgeon,  26  Alicia  Road,  London,  had  been  staying  at 
Brighton  during  the  past  few  days  with  her  husband.  The 
latter  woke  up  one  morning  and  found  his  wife  lying  beside 
him  in  a  more  or  less  collapsed  state.  He  at  once  sent  for 
a  doctor,  but  death  ensued  before  a  medical  man  arrived. 
Mrs.  Pugh  had  been  troubled  with  sleeplessness,  and  taken 
chloral  to  induce  sleep,  against  his  wishes.  She  never  used 
to  weigh  the  chloral,  but  would  take  what  she  called  half 
a  teaspoonful.  She  used  to  help  herself  from  his 
surgery  unknown  to  him.  The  post  mortem  examination 
showed  traces  of  chloral  in  the  stomach,  the  cause  of  deatii 
being  an  overdose  of  chloral.  A  blue  bottle  was  produced 
containing  the  chloral,  and  Mr.  Pugh  recognised  it  as  one  out 
of  his  own  surgery.  He  did  not  know  how  his  wife  got  hold 
of  the  bottle.  The  verdict  was  in  accordance  with  the 
medical  evidence,  and  some  of  the  jary  thought  further  steps 
should  have  been  taken  to  prevent  deceased  obtaining  the 
drug. 

Aurists  in  Congress. 

The  fixth  International  Otological  Congress  was  held  this 
week  in  London.  The  President-elect  (Professor  Urban 
Piitchard)  gave  a  most  interesting  address,  in  which  he 
showed  that  although  otology  is  looked  upon  as  a  modern 
science,  the  ancient  Egyptians  have  left  several  monuments 
of  their  skill  in  treating  the  ear. 

Theft  from  a  Till. 

At  the  Woolwich  Police  Court  on  August  4,  two  boys, 
named  Percy  Falconer  and  William  Dennis,  were  charged 
with  being  concerned  in  stealing  11.  10.<.  from  the  shop-till 
of  Messrs.  Goldthorpe  &  Cook,  chemists,  70  Herbert  Road, 
Plumstead.  The  manager  of  the  shop  Dextdoor  noticed  the 
boys  leaving  the  premises,  and  Mr.  Goldthorpe  went  out  and 
caught  Falconer.    The  prisoners  were  remanded. 

A  Semi- Jubilee  Celebration. 

On  July  29,  to  celebrate  his  twenty-fifth  year  oE  connec- 
tion with  the    firm    of  Messrs.  Wm.   Gardner   &  Sons, 
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manufacturers  of  tne  patent  "  Rapid  "  sifting  and  mixing 
machinery,  Gloucester,  Mr.  S.  Meadows  invited  a  large 
company  of  the  firm's  emplojes  and  his  f  fiends  to  an  outing 
and  salmon-tea  at  Fratnilode  The  party  were  conveyed  to 
their  destination  ia  char  a-bancs,  and,  on  arrival,  a  Married 
v.  Single  cricket-match  was  placed,  which  ended  in  a  draw. 
After  an  excellent  salmon-tea  had  been  disposed  of  Mr.  0.  E 
Gardner  proposed  thanks  to  Mr.  Meadows  for  his  hospitality, 
and  congratulated  him  on  his  long  connection  with  the  firm, 
expressing  the  hope  that  he  would  have  good  health  and  ba 
spared  to  them  for  many  years  to  come.  Mr.  Purton 
seconded  on  behalf  of  the  employe',  and  Messrs.  Barron  and 
Bartlett  also  supported.  The  toast  was  received  with  great 
enthusiasm  and  musical  honours.  Mr.  Meadows  made  a 
fitting  reply.  At  8  p.m.  the  homeward  journey  was  com- 
menced, but  a  halt  was  made  at  Whitminster,  where  a 
concert  wa3  given,  Gloucester  being  reached  about  10  p.m. 

Cheap  Olive  Oil. 

The  following  paragraph  appeared  in  several  London 
newspapers  on  Augast  4  :  — 

A  Court  of  Inquiry  is  being  held  at  Devonport  Dockyard  into 
the  disappearance  of  about  11,000  tons  of  olive  oil  from  the  store- 
keeper's department.  The  oil,  which  is  valued  at  1,500Z.,  was 
delivered  some  months  ago,  and  it  is  alleged  that  a  wastage  was 
noticed  from  the  barrels  whilst  they  were  on  the  side  of  the  jetty 
before  being  sent  to  the  store. 

Considering  that  olive  oil  Is  worth  about  4s.  per  gal.,  and 
that  about  7  lbs.  go  to  the  gallon,  the  figures  are  evidently 
wide  of  the  mark.  The  probability  is  that  11,000  gals,  is 
meant. 


3rteb  1Rew0, 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

Dr.  Meredith  R.  Whit'a,  M.PS.I.,  ha*  been  appointed 
dispensary  medical  officer  to  the  Bragan  district  of  the 
Monaghan  Union  from  week  to  week,  pending  a  decision  in 
the  matter  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Trade- outing. 

On  August  3  the  employes  of  Messrs.  Corcoran  &  Co., 
chemists  and  mineral-water  manufacturers,  Carlow,  number- 
ing over  sixty,  visited  Dublin  on  the  occasion  of  their 
annual  excursion,  and  enjoyed  a  pleasant  day's  sight-seeing 
in  the  city  and  surrounding  townships. 

Portable  Pharmacies  Suggested. 

The  Wastport  Poor-law  Guardians  have  passed  a  resolution 
calling  on  the  Local  Government  Board  to  make  an  order 
that  dispensary  medical  officers  shall  be  obliged  to  carry  about 
with  thtm  small  medicine-chests,  out  of  which  poor  patients 
could  be  supplied  with  drugs  and  mixtures  without  having 
to  travel  long  distances  to  the  nearest  chemist's  shop  or  the 
Union  surgery. 

Mercifully  Dealt  with. 

John  O'Malley  was  indicted  last  week  at  the  Dublin  City 
Commission  on  a  charge  of  having  feloniously  broken  into 
the  drug  and  chemical  department  of  Messrs.  Williams  & 
Co.  (Limited)  and  stolen  therefrom  a  quantity  of  goods. 
The  jury  found  the  prisoner  guilty,  and  the  Judge,  taking 
into  consideration  the  previous  good  character  of  the 
accused,  applied  the  provisions  of  the  First  Offenders  Act, 
and  discharged  hiaa  with  a  caution. 

Business  Changes. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Ritson,  L.P.S  I.,  is  about  to  dispose  of  his  phar- 
macy in  Castle  Lane,  Belfast,  owing  to  ill-health. 

Messrs.  Hamilton,  LoDg  &  Co.,  Slate  apotheciries,  Dublin, 
are  opening  a  branch  pharmacy  in  Clontarf,  a  fashionable 
suburb  of  the  city. 

Mr.  J.  O'Farrell,  L.P.S.I.,  late  of  Messrs.  J.  J.  Graham's 
State  Pharmacy,  We.-tmoreland  Street,  Dablin,  is  about  to 


open  business  on  his  own  account  in  Upper  Baggot  Street, 
Pembroke  Township. 

The  Apothecaries'  Hall. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Governor  and  Directors  of 
the  Apothecaries'  Hall  of  Ireland,  convened  by  the  Act  of 
Incorporation,  1791,  the  following  were  elected  to  hold  office 
during  the  year  ending  July,  1900  : — Governor,  James 
Raverty,  proprietor  of  the  Bray  Medical  Hall ;  Deputy- 
Governor,  Hugh  A.  Anchinleck,  L.A.H.,  Harcourt  Street, 
Dublin.  Directors,  F.  G.  Ayde  Curran  ;  John  Evans,  L  P.S.I. 
(Evans's  Pharmacy,  Dawson  Street)  ;  W.  V.  Furlong,  L  P.S.I, 
(the  Medical  Hall,  Merrion  Row);  F.  D.  Finncane;  J.  A. 
Johns;  R.  Montgomery,  L.P.S.I.,  L.A  H. ;  R.  G.  O'Flaherty  ; 
O.  O'Brien;  James  Shaw;  J.  S.  Stritch,  L.A H. ;  S.  M. 
Thompson,  L  P.S.I. ;  C.  R.  C.  Tichborne,  L.P.S.I.  Repre- 
sentative on  the  General  Medical  Council,  C.  R.  C.  Tichborne. 
Secretary,  Robert  Montgomery. 

The  Analyst  Question. 

At  last  week's  meeting  of  the  Monaghan  Poor-law- 
Guardians  a  letter  was  received  from  the  Local  Government 
Board  statiog  that  Mr.  Wilson,  L.P.S.I.,  who  had  been 
appointed  public  analyst  to  the  Union,  was  not  eligible  for 
the  position,  as  he  was  not  a  Fellow  of  the  Institute  of 
Chemistry.  In  a  second  letter  to  the  Guardians  the  LG.B. 
pointed  out  that  unless  the  Guardians  complied  with  the 
rules  they  could  not  hop3  to  receive  any  recoupment  on  the 
cost  of  drugs.  Mr.  Whelan,  J.P.,  said  he  saw  by  a  report 
that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  were  seeding  a  deputation, 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  on  the  subj?ctof  pharma  - 
ceutical chemists  acting  as  analysts,  and,  pending  the  result 
of  the  conference,  the  question  bad  better  be  postponed. 
Mr.  Wbelan's  suggestion  was  acted  upon. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  written  to  the  Lirne 
Poor-law  Guardians  regretting  their  inability  to  recognise 
Mr.  J.  A.  Woodside,  Ballymena.  as  a  qualified  analyst  of 
medicines.  Mr.  Robert  Barklie,  Belfast,  bas,  in  consequence-, 
been  appointed  analyst  to  the  Union,  at  a  salary  of  101.  a. 
j  ear. 

Sir  Charles  Cameron  has  accepted  a  similar  position  at 
Kilmacthomas,  at  a  salary  of  61.  a  year  and  2s.  6d.  for  each 
sample  examined  in  excess  of  twenty-four. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Woodside,  Ballymena,  has  been  selected  out  of 
four  candidates  as  analyst  to  the  Mitchelstcwn  Union,  at  a 
salary  of  91.  a  year,  the  appointment  to  be  for  three  years 
certain. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  informed  tbe  Guardians- 
of  the  Newry  Union  that  they  are  not  yet  in  a  position  to 
decide  whether  they  will  be  able  to  recognise  Mr.  C.  McMullan 
as  a  qualified  medicine-analyst,  and  that,  pending  a  decision, 
samples  of  drugs  must  not  be  sent  to  that  gentleman  for 
analysis. 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting? 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Ammonia  for  Salts. 

A  retired  farm-servant,  about  74  years  of  age,  named 
Alexander  Brunton,  residing  on  the  estate  of  Nenthorn,  near 
Kelso,  has  died  from  the  effects  of  a  dose  of  ammonia,  which 
he  took  in  mistake  for  salts. 

The  Bisks  of  Fumigation. 
On  August  5  damage  to  the  extent  of  IE 0Z  was  caussd  by 
fire  in  a  dwelling-house  in  Glasgow.    The  occupant  had 
been  fumigating  two  rooms  ly  burning  sulphur  in  order  to 
destroy  moths,  and  both  weie  set  on  fire. 

The  Kinninmont  Medal. 

The  Kinninmont  Gold  Medal  has  been  this  year  awarded 
to  Mr.  Henry  Rodwell,  a  student  of  the  Glasgow  School  of 
Pharmacy.  This  is  the  third  year  in  succession  in  which 
the  medal  has  been  gained  by  a  student  of  this  school,  of 
which  Mr.  John  Lothian  is  the  principal. 
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Business  Change. 
Mr.  George  Black  has  taken  over  the  business  of  Kinross 
&  Black,  medical-label  printers,  Edinburgh,  of  which  film 
he  was  formerly  a  partner,  and  will  carry  it  on  in  future  at 
4  Elder  Street,  Edinburgh,  under  the  title  of  George 
Black  &  Co. 

A  Chemist's  Assistant's  Pluck. 
On  August  2  Mr.  K.  G.  McMillan,  assistant  to  Mr.  E. 
Fleming,  chemist,  Broughty  Kerry,  was  presented,  with  the 
diploma  of  the  Royal  Humane  Society  for  having  saved  the 
life  of  a  drowning  man  at  Broughty  Ferry  in  February 
last. 


jfrcncb  IRcwe. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


"  ABTIFIOIAL  Perfumes"  is  the  title  of  a  book  of  which 
the  well-known  Paris  publishers  MM.  J.  B.  Bailliere  &  fils 
announce  the  early  issue.  Hie  author  is  M.  Cbarabot,  a 
chemist,  who  was  for  some  time  attached  to  the  laboratory 
of  the  late  Professor  Fiiedel  at  the  Sorbonne,  Paris. 

Obituaby.— The  death  is  announced  of  M.  Albert  Menier, 
a  member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  French  chocolate- 
manufacturers,  at  the  early  age  of  47.  He  was  immensely 
rich,  and  was  very  popular  as  a  sportsman.  During  the  past 
five  years  he  had  been  particularly  successful  as  an  owner  of 
racehorses. 

A  Favoured  Nation. — According  to  the  published  details 
of  the  new  Franco- American  convention  regarding  Customs 
tariffs  betweea  the  two  countries,  medicinal  and  chemical 
products,  perfumery,  olive  oil,  mineral  waters,  &c,  exported 
from  France  to  the  United  States  will  profit  by  the  most- 
favoured-nation clause. 

Extensive  Embezzlement — Tn  tbe  action  brought  by 
M.  Chiris,  of  Grasse,  against  M.  Panis,  the  manager  of  the 
former's  wine-depot  in  Paris,  referred  to  in  last  week's 
C.  %  a  verdict  of  guilty  with  extenuating  circumstances 
was  given,  the  defendant  being  condemned  to  two  years' 
imprisonment,  as  well  as  to  refund  the  amount  claimed  by 
M.  Chiris. 

Restricting  the  Phabmacies. — The  French  pharma- 
cists intend  next  year  at  the  Congress  to  biing  about  a 
modification  of  the  "  Numerus  clausus  " — which  they  unsuc- 
cessfully attempted  to  introduce  in  1845.  This  law  stipu- 
lates that  new  pharmacies  should  only  be  allowed  to  be 
opened  in  those  districts  where  a  committee  of  pharmacists 
and  doctors  should  have  decided  that  the  opening  of  such 
are  necessary. 

Private  Letter-boxes".  —  From  September  1,  French 
householders  are  to  have  the  privilege  of  having  letter-boxes 
on  their  premises  from  which  the  postmen  will  collect  letters 
at  certain  intervals  duriDg  the  day.  A  yearly  tax  of  4Z.  is 
charged  for  this  convenience  in  Paris  and  other  large  towns, 
but  in  some  localities  the  tax  is  as  low  at  11  In  the  case 
of  flats,  an  additional  fee  of  8s.  is  charged  for  each  storey. 
I  hear  that  some  of  the  large  wholesale  chemists  and  drug- 
firms  are  adopting  the  innovation. 

Not  the  Genuine.— The  following  is  told  of  a  member 
of  the  great  banking-house  of  Oppenheim,  of  Cologne.  He 
once  arrived  in  Paris  and  went  to  the  Grand  Hotel.  Looking 
over  the  visitors'  book,  he  was  struck  by  a  recent  entry, 
"  R.  de  Frankfort,"  and  on  inquiring  the  meaning  of  tbe 
mysterious  signature,  he  was  told  tbat  it  represented  one  of 
the  Rothschilds.  "  What !  "  exclaimed  M.  Oppenheim,  "  does 
he  sign  himself  '  R.  de  Frankfort'?  Then  I  will  do  the 
same,"  and  forthwith  registered  himself  in  the  book  as 
"  O.  de  Cologne." 

Dead  Man's  Quinine. — A  farmer  named  Brochard,  of 
Pouzange',  a  village  in  Western  France,  was  tried  a  few  days 
ago  on  a  charge  of  grave-desecration.  His  defence  was  that 
he  was  suffering  from  an  abscess  in  the  head  which  the 
many  doctors  he  had.  consulted  had  been  unable  to  relieve. 
He  had  then  consulted  a  witch,  who  bad  told  him  that  an 
effectual  cure  could  be  obtained  by  "  dead  man's  quinine,'' 
obtainable  from  the  heart;,  head  and  a  fiDger  of  a  corp-e. 


The  farmer  broke  open  a  new  grave,  and  was  discovered  by 
the  cemetery-keeper  attacking  a  coffin  containing  a  woman's 
body. 

The  Summer  SUNDAY-CLOSING  movement  amongst  phar- 
macists here  has  been  receiving  renewed  attention  this  year, 
especially  in  the  provinces.  Closing  from  midday  to  7  P.M. 
seems  to  be  a  favourite  arrangement.  Amongst  other  places 
this  obtains  at  Pan,  where  a  common  pharmacy,  called  the 
"  Sunday  pharmacy,"  has  been  installed  on  the  first  floor  of 
the  new  market  buildings,  opposite  the  Prefecture.  The 
pharmacists  of  the  town  take  charge  of  it  in  turn  two  at  a 
time,  while  their  colleagues  rest.  They  undertake  on  such 
occasions  to  dispense  the  prescriptions  of  private  individuals, 
and  also  of  the  members  of  mutual-help  societies,  &c,  who 
have  contracts  with  the  town. 

Pasteur  Institute  Statistics.  Dr.  Henri  Pottevin  has 
juet  completed  an  exhaustive  survey  of  the  work  of  tbe 
Pasteur  Institute  since  1886.  The  statistics  show  that  the 
gradual  improvements  made  in  Pasteur's  preventive  method 
have  steadily  increased  its  efficacy.  In  1886  the  mortality 
percentage  was  0  94  ;  last  year  it  had  sunk  to  0  20,  ODly  three 
patients  having  died  out  of  the  1  465  treated.  During  the 
thirteen  years  the  Institute  has  been  in  existence  21.631 
persons  have  been  treated  at  the  Institute  in  the  rue  Dutct. 
Of  this  number  only  S9  have  died,  and  of  these  99  not  a  few 
admitted  having  had  recourse  to  the  treatment  too  late. 
These  figures  solely  concern  the  central  Pasteur  Institute  in 
Paris.  Numerous  cures  have  been  effected  by  the  other 
establishments  in  Franca  and  elsewhere. 

A  Poisoning  Mystery  las  been  occupying  the  Paris 
police  for  more  than  a  week  jast,  and  has  aroused  consider- 
able public  interest.  It,  is  the  case  of  a  child  havitg  been 
poisoned  after  eating  sweets  given  her  by  a  veiled  weman  in 
the  street.  The  report  of  Dr.  Ogier,  the  expert  chemist  who 
analysed  the  child's  viscera,  shows  that  in  his  opinion  the 
girl  was  poisoned  by  sulphate  of  strychnine.  The  aunt, 
Mme.  Couderc,  was  arrested  on  suspicion  at  the  instigation 
of  the  child's  stepfather,  but  has  been  released  from  custody, 
as  there  is  no  evidence  of  any  weight  against  her.  A  point 
of  some  interest  in  the  case  arises  from  rhe  fact  that  one  of 
the  witnesses  who  came  forward  to  give  evidence  against 
Mme.  Couderc  was  a  former  partner  of  the  latter's  husband. 
His  conviction  of  the  lady's  guilt  was  principally  based  on 
the  fact  that  her  husband's  father  was  formerly  a  wholesale 
chemist,  and  his  son  had  thus  developed  a  liking  for 
chemistry,  consequently  the  deduction  was  easily  arrived  at 
by  the  man  that  M.  Couderc  had  sufficient  pharmaceutical 
knowledge  to  make  up  strychnine  cachets. 

The  British  Chamber  op  Commerce  of  Paris  has 
issued  its  report  for  1898,  from  which  we  gather  that  the  year 
has  been  a  fairly  favourable  one  for  the  Chamber  and  for 
the  work  in  hand.  The  report  contains  a  good  deal  of 
valuable  information  on  the  subject  of  Anglo-French  com- 
merce generally,  but  the  remarks  are  not  of  sufficient  interest 
to  the  drug-trade  to  warrant  us  going  into  details.  Suffice 
it  to  say  that  amor  g  the  impoits  from  Great  Britain  there 
was  a  decrease  of  2,400  000f.  in  chemical  products,  and  in 
"  oils  "  to  the  extent  of  2.000  OOOf.  On  the  expert  side  there 
was  also  a  decrease  of  800,000f.  in  chemical  prcducts  to  Great 
Britain.  From  the  FreEch  exporter's  point  of  view  1898 
has  been  a  bad  year  for  his  trade  with  this  country,  and  the 
same  remark  applies  to  Italy,  Spain,  Turkey,  Brazil,  and  the 
United  States.  We  are  glad  to  see  that  the  membership  of 
the  Chamber  is  increasing,  the  number  of  new  members 
enrolled  last  year  being  the  largest  yet  recorded  in  the  history 
of  the  institution.  Among  the  list  of  members  v.e  notice 
the  names  of  fifteen  British  firms  connected  with  the  drug 
and  allied  trades. 

"  Sic  Transit  Gloria  Mundi." — Holding  an  anti- 
neuralgic  pencil  in  his  hand,  a  smartly-dressed  pedlar  held 
forth  eloquently  one  day  recently  at  the  8*.  Onen  pate  of 
Paris.  He  expatiated  on  the  marvellous  power  cf  the 
instrument  he  held  as  a  cure  for  headactes,  corns,  and  many 
other  ills  to  which  the  flesh  is  heir.  "I  am  well  known,'' 
he  said,  "in  all  the  Courts  of  Europe,  having  restored  to 
health  and  cheerfulness  many  suffering  monarchs  who 
moodily  meditated  suicide.  I  have  cured  of  the  vapours 
most  gracious  sovereigns,  whose  royal  warrants  I  hold, 
besides  which  they  have  bestowed  on  ms  manj  ribbons  of 
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high  orders,  as  you  see  by  the  decorations  in  my  button- 
hole. Yet  for  Id.  apiece  I  offer  you  these  marvellous  anti- 
neuralgic  pencils  from  an  innate  desire  that  takes  hold  of 
me  occasionally  to  act  as  a  philanthropist  in  the  interests  of 
humanity."  As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  had  half-a-dozen  little 
ribbons  at  his  button-hole.  Two  customers  stepped  forward, 
and  they  took — not  the  anti-neuralgic  cure  lor  Id — bub 
the  man  himself,  on  the  charge  of  illegally  wearing  decora- 
tions, which  the  French  law  prohibits.  Tee  philanthropist, 
Jean  Massiac  by  name,  was  lodged  that  night  at  the  public 
expense. 

Professor  Planchon  on  Pharmacy. — "Larousse,"  which 
has  hitherto  been  the  standard  encyclopaedia  of  the  French 
language,  is  threatened  with  dethronement  by  the  Grand 
Encyclopedia,  a  gigantic  work  now  appearing  in  parts. 
Bexthelot  is  said  to  be  an  important  contrioutor,  and  to  have 
some  interest  in  the  venture.  The  compilation  has  now 
arrived  at  the  letter  P,  and  M.  Planchon,  the  director  of 
the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy,  informs  me  that  he  is  putting 
the  finishing  touches  to  his  article  on  "  Pharmacy.''  The 
article  begins  with  a  concise  historical  sketch  of  the  origins 
of  pharmacy.  Its  organisation  as  a  separate  profession  and 
the  conditions  under  which  it  was  exercised  are  then  studied, 
pharmaceutical  education  being  touched  upon ;  and  the 
whole  is  concluded  by  a  sketch  of  pharmacy  at  the 
present  day. ,  M.  Planchon,  while  reserving  the  body  of  his 
article  until  after  its  formal  publication,  has  favoured  me 
with  an  advance  proof  of  a  portion  from  which  I  quote  one 
sentence  bearing  on  pharmaceutical  education  :  "  To  carry 
out  his  work  in  a  practical  manner  and  to  properly  under- 
stand the  preparations,  it  is  necessary  that  the  pharmacist 
should  know  the  nature  of  the  bodies  he  uses,  their 
composition  and  the  active  principles  they  contain,  the 
physical  conditions  most  favourable  to  their  mixture  and 
the  reciprocal  reactions  they  produce  among  themselves. 
All  these  points  demand  a  clear  notion  of  chemical  and 
siatural  sciences.  Art  calls  for  Science  :  the  '  artist,'  as  the 
apothecary  was  formerly  called,  is  constantly  solicited  to 
clear  up  by  his  personal  research  the  obscurities  with  which 
>he  meets  :  he  thus  becomes  a  savant,  and  makes  the  particular 
object  of  his  studies  rank  with  the  general  progress  of 
science." 


Soutb  Hfrican  mem 

(From  our  Correspondents.) 


Pharmacy  in  the  Transvaal  In  connection  with  the 

■draft  law  submitted  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  the 
Transvaal  to  the  Boer  Government,  it  may  be  useful  to 
review  the  present  position  of  pharmacy  in  that  State. 
When  the  Boers  "trekked"  north  and  founded  what  is  now 
the  South  African  Kepublic,  the  country  was  practically  a 
wilderness ;  and  in  view  of  the  agricultural  character  of  the 
new  inhabitants  it  was  only  natural  that  a  long  time  should 
•elapse  before  any  regulations  concerning  pharmaceutical 
matters  could  be  imposed.  In  the  early  years  every  one  was 
free  to  practise  both  medicine  and  pharmacy,  and  nobody 
'troubled  about  diplomas.  This  chaotic  condition  continued 
until  1886,  when  a  law  was  passed  which,  to  some  extent, 
jrestiicted  this  pharmaceutical  anarchy  ;  but  still  pharmacy 
was  treated  rather  as  a  matter  of  secondary  importance,  and 
placed  below  medicine.  Under  this  law,  which  is  in  force 
at  the  present  day,  no  chemist  can  claim  payment  of  a  debt 
before  a  court,  unless  he  possesses  a  diploma;  but  it  leaves 
the  individual  perfect  freedom  to  practise  as  a  pharmacist, 
whether  he  possesses  any  such  diploma  or  not.  A  Committee 
was  also  appointed  to  examine  candidates,  and  to  judge 
the  value  of  foreign  diplomas;  but  the  incapacity  of 
this  Committee  is  well  known,  and  hardly  to  be  wondered  at 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  consists  exclusively  of  medical 
men,  and  does  not  count  a  single  pharmacist  among  its 
number  1  At  the  examination  of  pharmacists  the  main 
question  is  what  remedies  are  indicated  in  certain  diseases, 
and  what  the  properties  of  such  remedies  are  ;  but  there  is 
no  question  of  analysis,  or  of  chemistry  generally.  So  long 
as  the  Boer  Government  a"ts  on  the  principle  that  born 
Transvaal  burghers  should  have  a  chance  of  competing  with 
properly- trained  "  Outlander  ;'  chemists,  there  appears  to  be 
lirfle  prospect  of  a  thorough  improvement  in  the  position  of 
p'armacy  in  the  Transvaal. 


Rhodesia  Pharmacy  Ordinance.— We  have  received 
from  one  of  our  Hhodesian  correspondents  farther  particulars 
of  this  measure,  which,  as  stated  in  our  issue  of  July  22, 
page  133,  has  passed,  and  will  become  law  subject  to  the 
approval  of  Sir  Alfred  Milner.  The  poisons  schedule  in  the 
Ordinance  is  similar  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  with  the 
desirable  addition  of  carbolic  acid  in  Part  II.  Our  corre- 
spondent points  out,  however,  that  the  value  of  these 
schedules  would  apparently  be  discounted  by  the  subsections 
in  Clause  18.    These  are  printed  as  follows  :— 

No  licence  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  shall  be  requisite  in  tha 
cases  or  under  the  circumstances  following  : — 

(1)  For  the  sale  of  patent  or  homoeopathic  medicines, 

(2)  Of  the  medicines  commonly  called  "Dutch  medicines." 

(3)  Of  any  article  or  thing  which,  although  used  as  a  medi- 

cine, is  not  solely  used  as  such,  and  is  not  mixed  or 

prepared  for.  use  as  a  medicine, 
which  articles  may  be  sold  under  the  authority  of  a  general 
dealer's  or  shop  licence. 

Under  "  Dutch  Medicines  "  in  the  Cape  Town  price-lists,  he 
explains,  are  laudanum,  paregoric,  and  strychnine  (sold  in 
1-dr.  vials  for  destroying  jackals,  &c),  besides  which  other 
"Droppels"  may  contain  drugs  which  are  in  one  part  or 
other  of  the  schedule.  So  it  would  seem  that,  in  order  to 
evade  responsibility,  the  only  thing  necessary  would  be  to 
put  up  a  poison  and  label  it  in  Dutch.  The  chemists 
strongly  object  to  the  proposal  that  only  one  chemist  should 
be  allowed  on  the  Board  of  Examiners,  and  to  the  clause 
entitling  anyone  who  has  served  a  four-years'  apprenticeship 
to  be  eligible  for  passing  the  qualifying  examination.  They 
urge  that  a  preliminary  examination  is  also  a  necessity,  and 
that  one  chemist-examiner  is  not  enough.  Another  clause 
enacts  that — ■ 

Every  duly  qualified  medical  practitioner  may  compound  his 
own  prescriptions,  and  any  licensed  medical  practitioner  estab- 
lished in  any  place,  or  within  ten  miles  of  which  no  licensed 
apothecary,  chemist,  or  druggist  shall  be  established,  may,  be- 
sides compounding  his  own  prescriptions,  keep  an  open  shop  and 
sell  drugs  and  other  medicines  by  retail ;  provided  that — 

(1)  He  shall,  in  addition  to  his  licence  as  a  medical  prac- 
titioner under  the  stamp-laws,  obtain  a  licence  as  a  chemist  and 
druggist. 

(2)  If,  after  any  such  open  shop  has  been  established,  a 
licensed  chemist  and  druggist  shall  be  established  within  the 
said  distance  of  ten  miles,  the  right  to  keep  such  an  open  shop  as 
aforesaid  shall  terminate  upon  expiration  of  the  period  during 
which  the  annual  licence  held  by  him  as  a  chemist  and  druggist 
shall  then  be  current. 

The  second  subsection  seems  unfair  to  the  doctor  who,  if 
a  chemist  opened  in  the  last  month  or  week  of  the  year  of 
the  expiry  of  the  doctor's  licence,  would  have  to  close  at 
once  without  compensation,  but  the  section  perhaps  balances 
that  by  legalising  the  dispensing  by  doctors  of  their  own 
prescriptions. 


mew  $orfc  motes. 

{By  the  Man  from  London.} 


The  Molineux  Poisoning-case,  which  for  some  reason 
has  been  hangiDg  fire  lately,  will  be  proceeded  with  shortly. 
The  witnesses  in  the  case  have  been  all  subpoenaed.  The 
press  has  been  attributing  the  delay  to  political  exigencies. 

An  Opium-den  of  the  lowest  sort  was  raided  by  Revenue 
officers  the  other  day.  The  place  was  kept  by  Chinamen, 
and  was,  it  is  stated,  not  only  resorted  to  by  opium-smokers, 
but  was  also  used  as  an  opium-preparing  factory.  Seventy 
pounds  of  opium  in  various  stages  of  manufacture,  and  sundry 
materials  and  utensils,  were  confiscated,  and  some  half-dozen 
Chinese  arrested. 

The  Fourth  of  July  Celebrations  produced  several 
cases  of  lockjaw  in  and  around  New  York,  the  trouble 
arising  from  pistol- shot  wounds.  Tetanic  serum  has  been 
tried  with  but  indifferent  success.  Four  injections  of  anti- 
toxin were  administered  to  one  patient,  who  was  also  kept 
under  chloroform  for  some  time,  but  the  case  ended  fatahy. 
Some  of  the  newspapers  are  trying  to  work  up  a  sensation 
by  describing  the  disease  as  epidemic. 


August  12,  1899 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


2H3 


Colonial  ano  foreion  mem 


A  Spanish  Exhibition. —  Arrangements  are  being  made 
for  a  permanent  international  exposition  of  medicine,  phar- 
macy, and  hygiene  at  the  Medical  College  of  Barcelona. 

Venezuelan  Taiuff. — The  Board  of  Trade  have  received 
through  the  Foreign  Office  a  copy  of  the  new  Customs- 
tariff  of  Venezuela,  which  is  to  come  into  force  on  Septem- 
ber 1.  Persons  desirous  of  examining  this  tariff  can  see  it  at 
7  Whitehall  Gardens,  S.W.,  on  any  day  between  the  hours  of 
11  and  5. 

Imitating  Peabs'  Soap.— Messrs.  A.  &F.  Pears  (Limited) 
have  instituted  another  action  in  the  District  Court  of 
Colombo  against  S.  L.  Madar  Lebbe,  of  Main  Street,  for  a 
breach  of  the  patent  law?,  by  importing  and  selling  a 
spurious  imitation  of  triple-scented  soaps  of  the  plaintiff 
company.  They  claim  damages  at  5.000r.,  and  ask  for  an 
injunction. 

Gebman  Oil  manufactubebs  Combine. — At  a  meeting 
of  manufacturers  of  fats  and  oils,  held  recently  in  Berlin,  it 
was  decided  tha*;  they  should  form  a  union  for  the  improve- 
ment of  prices,  and  to  present  a  petition  to  the  Diet  for  the 
imposition  of  a  duty  upon  rosin  oil  imported,  or  for  the 
removal  of  the  present  tax  on  the  rosin.  Lubricating-oils 
are  first  to  have  the  attention  of  the  Union. 

Women  Phabm agists  in  Hungaey. — The  Hungarian 
Minister  of  Education  has  recently  issued  regulations  by 
which  women  will  be  allowed  to  take  up  the  calling  of  phar- 
macy, being  subjected  to  the  same  regulations  concerning 
the  time  of  study,  experience,  &c  ,  as  are  already  enforced 
for  men.  It  is  an  open  question  whether  women  who  have 
pasted  the  State  examinations  under  the  Hungarian  regula- 
tions will  be  permitted  to  practise  in  Austria.  As  yet  no 
official  action  has  been  taken  in  the  matter  by  the  Austrian 
Government. 

Cobean  Ginseng  — The  only  industry  of  any  importance 
in  Oorea  is  the  production  of  ginseng,  which  takes  place  at 
Songdo,  a  royal  city  about  sixty  miles  from  Soul.  The 
business  is  now  largely  financed  by  Chinese  and  Japanese, 
and  according  to  the  British  Consul  at  Soul  it  looks  as  if 
it  would  entirely  pass  into  their  hands.  Since  the  prohibition 
against  its  import  was  withdrawn,  there  has  been  a  yearly 
irjerease  in  the  amount  passing  through  the  Customs,  and  in 
addition  to  this  a  large  clandestine  trade  is  carried  on,  which 
gives  a  spice  of  excitement  to  the  boatmen  on  the  lower 
rpar-.hes  of  the  Han  River.  The  exports  from  Chemulpo  during 
1898  were  valued  at  95,446/.,  compared  with  63  903^.  in 
1897. 

Manufactube  op  Chemical  Pboducts,  &c.,  in  Sicily. — 
Messrs.  J.  &  V.  Florio,  of  Messina,  are  the  prime  movers  in 
the  establishment  of  a  large  factory  for  the  production  of 
chemicals,  and  of  the  formation  of  an  agrarian  syndicate; 
they  have  already  appealed  to  the  landed  proprietors  in 
Sicily.  The  factory  has  been  erected  in  an  important  part  of  the 
island, and  will  be  fitted  with  an  up-to-date  chemical  labora- 
tory. Some  of  the  many  objects  of  the  "  consortum  agrarie 
Sicilian  "  are  :  To  bring  about  the  reform  of  feudal  culture  by 
substituting  partial  culture ;  to  form  co-operative  dairies ; 
to  reinstate  the  silkworm-industry  ;  to  erect  an  establishment 
for  the  manufacture  of  oils  in  each  province,  and  to  produce 
fine  edible  oils  in  preference  to  the  fat  oils  and  to  experiment 
with  beetroot  and  sugar  sorghum. 

Caibo  Phabmacists'  Association  —We  have  received  a 
copy  of  the  by-laws  regulating  the  formation  and  member- 
ship of  the  new  "Association  Internationale  des  Pharmaciens 
du  Caire,"  to  which  we  referred  in  our  issue  of  July  8. 
Pharmacists  desirous  of  becoming  members  of  this  Association 
must  send  in  a  written  application  to  the  Council,  such 
application  to  be  supported  by  authorisation  obtained  from 
"  l'administration  sanitaire."  The  fee  is  P.  T.  50  (an  equi- 
valent of  10s.),  but  this  will  be  returned  if  the  applicant  is 
not  accepted  as  a  member.  In  addition  to  the  above,  every 
member  who  is  the  proprietor  of  a  pharmacy  shall  pay  a 
monthly  subscription  of  5s.  (P.  T.  25),  and  non-proprietor 
members  P.  T.  15  (about  3s.).  The  Association  will  hold 
two  ordinary  general  meetings,  in  April  and  September  each 


year,  but  a  special  meeting  may  be  called  at  any  time  by  the 
President  if  necessity  arises.  All  subscriptions  are  payable 
monthly  in  advance;  and  any  member  expelled  from  the 
Society  may  not  be  admitted  a  second  time.  The  executive 
body  Is  to  be  composed  of  president,  vice-president,  secre- 
tary, treasurer,  and  four  councillors. 

The  Impebial  PiiAEMACOPtEiA.— At  a  meeting  of  the 
Ceylon  Branch  of  the  British  Medical  Association  on 
July  20,  under  the  presidency  of  Dr.  Perry,  P.O.M.O.,  a 
paper  was  read  by  Dr.  Vandort  in  which  he  recommended 
the  inclusion  of  the  following  native  drugs  in  the  Imperial 
Pharmacopoeia: — Tiastavalu  (purgative),  adalboda  (used  in 
asthma  and  chest-affections),  and  neermulli  (used  for  dropsy). 
The  Chairman  explained  that  the  meeting  was  mainly  called 
to  discus*  a  letter  received  from  the  General  Medical  Council 
with  regard  to  the  formation  of  an  Imperial  Pharmacopoeia, 
and  they  were  asked  to  name  any  new  remedies  to  include 
in  the  general  Pharmacopoeia.  He  recaived  his  letter 
officially  from  the  Colonial  Office  through  Mr.  Chamberlain, 
and  also  received  a  pamphlet  from  the  General  Committee 
on  the  subject.  Dr.  Vandort  had  prepared  a  report,  and 
that  was  forwarded  to  Dr.  John  At.tfield.  The  latter  sent  a 
reply,  and  said  that  the  report  would  be  placed  before  the 
general  meeting  of  the  British  Medical  Association.  Dr. 
Loos  mentioned  that  he  had  received  four  years  ago  a  paper 
from  Dr.  Attfield  with  regard  to  the  formation  of  an 
Imperial  British  Pharmacopoeia,  but  had  put  it  aside.  On 
the  suggestion  of  the  Chairman,  a  small  sub-committee  was 
appointed  to  report  on  the  subject.  One  of  the  local 
chemists  will  assist  in  the  deliberations  of  the  committee. 

Austbalian  Fedebal  Tabifp. — Some  interesting  par- 
ticulars regarding  the  proposed  new  Federal  taiiff-regula- 
tions  in  Australia  are  given  by  a  Sydney  correspondent 
in  the  current  issue  of  Commercial  Intelligence.  It  is  now 
generally  understood,  he  says,  that  wituin  the  next  two 
years  a  Federal  tariff  will  be  imposed  in  Australia,  the  inter- 
colonial duties,  and  the  New  South  Wales  free  list,  becoming 
things  of  the  past.  In  view  of  this  contingency  many  Sydney 
importiDg-houses  were  arranging  for  heavy  shipments  from 
the  United  Kingdom  during  the  coming  year  for  the  pur- 
pose of  evading  the  Federal  Customs  duties,  but  the  possi- 
bility of  this  had  been  seen  and  guarded  against,  a  special 
provision  in  the  Australian  Commonwealth  Bill  running  as 
follows : — 

On  the  imposition  of  uniform  duties  of  Customs,  trade,  com- 
merce, and  intercourse  among  the  States,  whether  by  means  of 
internal  carriage  or  ocean  navigation,  shall  be  absolutely  free. 
But  notwithstanding  anything  in  this  Constitution,  goods  im- 
ported before  the  imposition  of  uniform  Customs  into  any  State, 
or  into  any  Colony  which,  whilst  the  goods  remain  therein,  be- 
comes a  State,  shall,  on  thence  passing  into  another  State  within 
two  years  after  the  imposition  of  such  duties,  be  liable  to 
any  duty  chargeable  on  the  importation  of  such  goods  into  the 
Commonwealth,  less  any  duty  paid  ia  respect  of  the  goods  on 
their  importations. 

In  ether  words,  while  goods  imported  into  New  South  Wales 
before  the  imposition  of  the  Federal  tariff  will  be  exempt 
from  Federal  duties,  the  exemption  will  cease  directly  they 
pass  the  borders  of  the  colony  into  Queensland,  Victoria,  and 
elsewhere.  After  a  period  of  two  years  from  the  imposition 
of  the  Federal  tariff  the  restriction  will  cease. 

Phabmacy  in  Cuba.— Mr.  P.  F.  Hyatt,  U.S.  Consul  at 
Havana,  says  that  to  be  a  licensed  pharmaciso  ia  Cuba  one 
must  hold  a  certificate  granted  by  a  Spanish  or  Cuban 
university.  These  licences  are  of  two  kinds,  temporary  and 
permanent.  The  first  is  obtained  by  the  payment  of  #4C0 
(gold),  and  is  good  for  six  years;  the  latter,  by  undergoing 
an  examination  and  paying  a  somewhat  larger  amount.  A 
store  where  prescriptioos  are  compounded  is  called  in 
Spanish  /armaria,  while  a  wholesale  house  is  a  drag aeria. 
The  latter  need  not  be  owned  or  managed  by  a  registered 
pharmacist.  There  are  only  thrae  wholesale  druggists  on 
the  island,  all  in  Havana— viz ,  Lobe  &  Co.,  Sirra  Brother*, 
and  Johnston  &  Co.  The  practice  of  substitution  is  very 
general  in  Cuba,  and  the  doctors  seldom  tike  esceptlon.to 
it,  as  they  are  usually  silent  partners  ia  the  profits.  Very 
few,  if  any,  attempts  are  made,  however,  at  imitating  well 
known  prop'ietary  medicines,  as  the  law  requires  that  any- 
one putting  a  preparation  on  the  market  must  label  it  with 
the  proprietor's  name. 
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The  Companies  Bill. 

The  third  reading  of  the  Companies  Bill  was  moved  in  the 
House  of  Lords  on  August  3. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said  :  My  Lords,  there  are  one  or 
two  observations  which  I  think  it  is  desirable  I  should  make 
to  your  Lordships.  There  were  some  clauses  introduced  in 
the  Bill  in  Committee  having  relation  to  questions  which,  I 
think,  are  very  interesting  to  the  medical  profession  and 
pharmaceutical  chemists.  I  have  received  a  very  large 
number  of  communications  upon  the  subject,  and  I  am  fully 
alive  to  the  necessity  of  guarding  very  carefully  the  language 
by  which  the  intentions  of  the  measure,  as  manifested  by  the 
amended  form  of  the  Bill,  should  be  carried  outA  I  am  still 
very  strongly  convinced  that  a  company  ought  Vot  to  be 
permitted  to  do  what  a  private  person  is  prohibited  from 
doing,  and  that  the  public  must  be  protected  against  prac- 
tising of  that  sort.  It  is  impossible  to  resist  the  propriety  of 
subjecting  those  companies  who  are  at  present  carrying  on 
business  as  chemists  and  druggists  to  restrictions  such  as  are 
proposed  in  the  Bill.  I  dare  say  your  Lordships  will 
remember  that  cases  have  been  decided — in  my  opinion 
rightly  decided — thatthe  language  which  calls  upon  a  person 
to  qualify  in  any  of  the  professions  does  not  in  turn  apply 
to  companies ;  and  that  the  word  "  person  "  in  the  Acts  which 
form  the  code  upon  that  subject  must  be  construed  as 
meaning  a  natural  person  and  not  a  company.  The  idea  of 
an  ideal  personage  such  as  a  company  practising  and  under- 
going an  examination  is  absurd,  and  cannot  cohere  with  the 
language  of  the  statute.  In  my  view,  the  learned  Judges 
who  came  to  the  conclusion  that  that  was  the  true  con- 
struction of  the  statute  were  perfectly  right,  and  that 
decision  left  the  law  that  any  company  could  be  formed  to 
-do  the  very  thing  which  an  individual  is  not  permitted  to  do 
without  examination  as  to  qualifications.  I  think  I  may  say 
that  the  Committee  to  whom  this  matter  was  referred  were 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  formation  of  companies  to 
practise  any  profession,  and  which  intended  really  to  take 
advantage  of  company  machinery  to  do  that  which  an 
individual  without  qualification  may  not  do,  should  be 
stopped.  v  As  I  have  said,  I  have  received  a  large  bulk  of 
correspondence  on  the  subject,  and  in  some  of  the  communi- 
cations which  have  been  sent  to  me  it  is  suggested  that  this 
is  an  effort  to  prevent  proper  enterprise  and  so  forth.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  I  think  the  writers  were  not  familiar  with 
the  state  of  the  law.  It  is  true  to  say  that,  although  a 
company  cannot  do  it,  and  that  at  present  a  company 
cannot  be  prosecuted  for  doing  it,  and  a  company 
cannot  undergo  an  examination  to  enable  them  to 
do  it,  yet  if  an  individual  dispenses  without  qualifi- 
cation you  can  catch  him  and  prosecute.  And  it 
was  in  view  of  the  state  of  the  law  on  the  subject 
that  the  Committee  to  which  this  matter  was  referred 
came  to  the  conclusion.  I  must  say  that  I  quite  agree  that 
if  this  matter  is  to  come  forward,  as  it  probably  will  in 
another  Session,  it  is  desirable  that  we  should  guard  very 
carefully  the  language  used  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  any 
proper  vested  interest,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  that  we  should 
not  allow  the  public  generally  to  be  exposed  to  the  dangers 
of  the  practising  of  unqualified  persons  as  dispensers.  What 
I  said  on  a  former  occasion,  that  the  Committee  were  prac- 
tically unanimous,  appears  to  have  given  rise  to  controversy. 
I  say  so  still.  It  is  true  there  were  certain  divisions  on 
matters  of  detail  during  the  investigations,  which  lasted 
three  years — some  members  of  the  Committee  went  one  way 
and  some  the  other — but  they  were  not  important  questions. 
What  I  said  before,  and  what  I  adhere  to  now,  was  that  on 
the  main  lines  of  the  Bill,  the  important  matters  under  the 
Bill,  the  measure  as  now  presented  represents  the  practically 
unanimous  decision  of  the  Committee.  I  think,  my  Lords, 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  on  such  a  subject 
ipractical  unanimity  has  been  attained.  At  this  period  of 
the  Session  I  think  it  is  perhap3  not  worth  while  that  I 
■should  go  through  the  whole  clauses  of  the  Bill.  I  have 
said  all  that  is  necessary  on  the  report  of  amendments  to  the 
Bill.  I  can  only  add  that  I  believe  the  Bill  will  be  a  very 
great  improvement  on  the  state  of  the  law  as  it  exists  at 
present,  and  that  it  will  in  a  great  measure  check  the 


creation  of  fraudulent  companies,  which,  I  think,  is  the 
proper  thing  to  do,  and  not  to  enact  a  penal  cede  against 
persons  engaged  in  the  conduct  of  such  enterprises. 

The  Earl  of  Kimberley  and  the  Earl  of  Dudley  expressed 
approval  of  the  Lord  Chancellor's  views,  and  the  Bill  was 
read  a  third  time. 

The  Westminster  Gazette  says  there  is  apparently  some 
hope  for  those  companies  which  are  carrying  on  the  business 
of  chemists  and  dentists.  The  Bill  seeks  to  protect  the 
public  from  the  dangers  resulting  from  the  practising  of 
unqualified  persons ;  to  prevent  a  company  doing  what  an 
individual  may  not  do  in  the  way  of  poisonously  making  up 
prescriptions  and  wreaking  dire  injury  on  our  jaws  ;  but  at 
the  same  time  the  Lord  Chancellor  says  that  the  Bill  must 
be  made  not  to  interfere  with  any  proper  vested  interest ! 

The  Copybight  Bill. 

The  text  of  the  Copyright  Bill,  as  amended  by  the  Select 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords,  has  been  issued.  Toe 
Bill  relates  only  to  literary  copyright,  artistic  copyright  being 
left  to  be  dealt  with  in  a  separate  Bill.  Literary  copyright 
is  divided  into  three  parts — (1)  copyright,  properly  so-called, 
or  the  right  of  multiplying  copies  of  books  ;  (2)  performing 
right,  or  the  right  of  publicly  performing  dramatic  or 
musical  works ;  and  (3)  lecturing  right,  or  the  right  of 
orally  delivering  lectures. 

Glycebinated  Calf-lymph. 

In  the  House  of  Commons,  on  August  8,  Mr.  Labouchere 
asked  the  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  whether 
he  had  received  complaints  from  public  vaccinators  with 
reference  to  the  effect  of  glycerinated  calf  lymph  supplied 
from  the  laboratory  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and 
what  action  he  proposed  to  take  in  the  matter  ? 

Sir  W.  Foster  also  asked  whether  the  L.G.B.  had  been 
able  regularly  to  meet  the  demand  for  glycerinated  calf- 
lymph  during  the  past  half-year;  whether  tbe  demand  had 
increased  from  month  to  month ;  whether  the  public  vacci- 
nators had  been  satisfied  with  the  efficacy  of  the  lymph 
supplied ;  and  whether  he  was  likely  at  an  early  date  to 
be  able  to  supply  the  lymph  for  the  use  of  private  piac- 
titioners  ? 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  in  reply,  said  :  The  Local  Government 
Board  have  received  many  statements  as  to  the  satisfactory 
results  of  the  glycerinated  calf-lymph  issued  by  them,  but 
during  the  present  hot  weather  there  have  been  some  com- 
munications as  to  waDt  of  uniformity  in  the  i  esalts  obtained. 
The  want  of  uniformity  is  largely  due  to  sorre  change  which 
the  lymph  has  recently  undergone  owing  to  the  great  varia- 
tion between  the  tempera'ure  at  which  it  is  kept  in  the 
laboratory  and  that  to  which  it  is  exposed  after  is.-ue.  It 
was  originally  estimated  that  a  supp'y  of  1,000  tubes  of 
lymph  would  meet  the  requirements  of  public  vaccinators, 
but  the  demand  has  steadily  increased,  until  in  one  week  it 
reached  2,287  tubes  a  day.  During  the  last  two  months  the 
daily  issue  has  averaged  1,790  tubes.  The  Department  could 
not  at  present  make  any  promise  as  to  the  supply  of  the  lymph 
for  the  use  of  private  practitioners. 

Opium-smoking. 
Sir  Mark  Stewart  gave  notice,  on  August  8,  that  next 
Session  he  would  move — 

That,  in  view  of  the  grave  objections  to  which  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  opium  for  smoking-purposes  by  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment are  open,  and  in  view  of  the  declared  policy  of  this  country 
to  help  China  in  the  paths  of  reform,  it  is  incumbent  on  the 
British  Government  to  take  whatever  steps  may  be  necessary  for 
bringing  such  manufacture  and  sale  to  an  early  close. 

FOOD-PEESEEVATIVES  COMMITTEE. 

The  Departmental  Committee  on  Preservatives  and  Colour- 
ing Matters  in  Food  met  again  on  August  5,  when  there  were 
present  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  (Ohairman),  Dr.  Timbrell 
Bulstrode,  Dr.  Tannicliffe,  and  Mr.  Charles  J.  Huadart 
(Secretary).  Applications  from  various  associations  to  be 
heard  by  representatives  in  evidence  were  considered,  and 
the  general  question  of  the  scope  of  the  evidence  to  be 
taken  was  under  discussion  and  settled  so  far  as  is  at 
present  practicable.  Experiments  within  the  terms  of 
reference  to  the  Committee  have  been  set  going  in  several 
directions. 
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Prorogation  of  Parliament. 
The  fifth  Session  of  the  fourteenth  Parliament  of  her 
Majesty's  reign  and  the  twenty-sixth  Parliament  of  the 
United  Kingdom  was  brought  to  a  conclusion  on  Wednes- 
day. Ninety-eight  public  and  private  Bills  received  the 
Royal  assent,  including  the  University  of  London  Act  (1898), 
Seats  for  Shop  Assistants  Bill,  and  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Bill.  

personalities. 

Me.  C.  Goddabd  Clarke,  J.P..  L.O.C.  (of  Potter  & 
Clarke),  will  preside  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  October  26 
at  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Peckham  Pension  Society. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Gare,  chemist  and  druggist  of  Dudley,  has 
retired  from  business,  and  has  gone  to  reside  at  Sedgley, 
near  Dudley. 

DR.  E.  H.  Starling,  F.R.S.,  has  been  appointed  Jodrell 
Professor  of  Physiology  in  University  College.  Dr.  Starling 
has  been  lecturer  on  physiology  at  Guy's  Hospital  for  some 
time. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Pickard,  A.I  C,  F.C.S.,has  been  appointed  by 
the  Blackburn  Town  Council  Technical  Education  Com- 
mittee, teacher  of  chemistry,  with  a  salaiy  of  250/.  per 
annum. 

Mr  Baker,  Curator  of  the  Sydney  Technical  Museum, 
and  Mr.  Smith,  the  chemist  to  that  institution,  have  been 
elected  honorary  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  George  Merrell,  of  the  W.  S.  Merrell  Chemical 
Co.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  has  been  in  London  on  a  biief  business 
visit,  bat  is  now  to  take  two  months'  pleasure  in  England 
and  on  the  Continent. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  C.  Warden,  I.M.S.,  lately  Medical 
Storekeeper,  Calcutta,  has  been  appointed  to  succeed  the 
late  Dr.  Macnamara.  as  Inspector  ot  Medical  Stores  at  the 
India  Office,  Whitehall. 

Me.  A.  B.  Chater,  of  the  Thomason  Chater  Company, 
manufacturing  chemists,  Brisbane,  Queensland,  is  now  in 
London  on  a  business  visit,  and  any  communications  may  be 
addressed  to  him  at  this  office. 

Mb.  Standen,  the  Government  director  of  the  cinchota 
department,  Madras,  returned  from  Java  on  July  5.  His 
report,  which  will  be  submitted  to  the  Government,  is  ex- 
pected to  be  an  interesting  one. 

Db.  Lewis  R.  Sutherland  has  been  elected  to  the 
Chair  of  Pathology  at  the  University  of  St.  Andrews,  rendered 
vacant  by  thn  appointment  of  Professor  Muir  to  the  Chair  of 
Pathology  in  Glasgow  Universii  y. 

In  writing  of  Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Naylor  in  our  issue  of  last 
week  we  said  he  assisted  Professor  AtDfield  as  demonstrator 
for  some  time.  We  find  that  such  was  not  the  case,  but  that 
Mr.  Naylor  spent  his  last  month  at  Bloomsbury  Square  in  Dr. 
Attfield's  private  laboratory. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  City  and  Guilds  of 
London  Institute  held  recently,  it  was  resolved  to  coDfer 
the  Fellowship  of  the  Institute  upon  Mr.  William  J.  Pope 
for  the  valuable  and  original  chemical-research  work  which 
he  has  done  since  he  gained  his  diploma  of  Associate  of  the 
Institute  in  1890 

Dr.  R.  A.  Bolam  has  been  elected  honorary  assistant 
physician  of  the  Newcastle  Royal  Infirmary,  in  the  place  of 
Dr.  Coley,  who  has  resigned.  Dr.  Bolam,  who  is  also 
lecturer  in  physiological  physics  and  chemistry  at  the 
College  of  Medicine,  is  the  son  of  Mr.  John  Bolam,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Northumbsrlatd  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Mr.  J.  H.  PiOBiNSON,  chemist,  Ambleside,  who  is  stopping 
at  Truro,  has  taken  an  excellent  photograph  of  the  salved 
steamer  Paris,  as  she  now  lies  at  the  wharf,  Falmouth. 
The  photograph  shows  the  ship  with  a  slight  list  to  port,  but 
otherwise  she  looks  very  little  the  worse  for  her  late  ex- 
perience. Conference  visitors  from  Ireland  and  Scotland 
who  went  by  water  will  remember  seeing  the  Paris  at 
Falmouth 


flDarriaaes. 

BlLLINGB— STEWART.— On  August  5.  at  the  parish  church 
'  of  St.  Mary,  Charlton  Kings,  Gloucester,  Frederick  Walter 
Billings,  of  Albert  Place,  Cheltenham,  to  Grace  Har- 
wood  Stewart,  daughter  of  Mr.  J.  Stewart,  chemist  and 
druggist,  High  Street,  Cheltenham.  The  bride  holds  the 
double  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Medicine  and  Bachelor  of 
Surgery.  A  sister  of  tte  bride  present  at  the  wedding 
also  holds  medical  qualifications. 

Buckingham— Booth.- Oa  July  31,  at  the  Primitive 
Methodist  Church,  Sparkhill,  Mr.  Harry  Buckingham,  Witton 
Pharmacy,  Aston,  Birmingham,  to  Helena  Louise,  eldest 
daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  W.  J.  Booth,  of  Dudley. 

Duberly— Pigott.— On  August  1,  at  Stopsley  Parish 
Church,  by  the  Rev.  E  It.  Mason,  vicar  of  Luton, 
assisted  by  the  Rev.  A.  E.  Love,  vi:ar  of  S  op-ley,  Mr.  G.  S. 
Duberly,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Luton,  to  Helen,  only 
daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Charles  Pigott,  Stopsley. 

E  Aston — Doug  all. — At  Donne,  Perthshire,  on  August  7, 
by  the  Rev.  William  Todd,  M.A.,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  J. 
Chalmers  Peat,  B.D.,  Robert  Alexander  Easton.  chemist, 
Winslow,  Bucks,  to  Helen  Jane  Tawse,  only  daughter  of  the 
late  Rev.  William  Dougall,  Stonehaven,  N.B. 

Owen— Jones.— On  July  27,  at  Liverpool,  Owen  William 
Owen  to  Jane  Elizabeth,  eldest  daughter  of  James  L.  Jones, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Llanerchyme Id,  Anglesey. 

Smith— Bridge.— On  July  19,  at  the  Parish  Church, 
Radcliffe,  by  the  Rsv.  H.  M  Johnson,  Thomas  Ashworth,  son 
of  John  Thomas  Smith  (Messrs.  J.  T.  Smiths  Son,  chemists), 
Radcliffe,  to  Helen,  only  daughter  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Bridge. 

White— Hayes.— On  July  22,  at  St.  Andrew's  Church, 
Dublin,  by  the  Rev.  James  Bergin,  Philipstown,  John  J. 
White,  the  Medical  Hall,  Skerries,  to  Mary  E  ,  eldest  daughter 
of  Daniel  Hayes,  Philipstown,  King's  County. 


Beatfcs. 


Ewing. — At  Edinburgh,  on  August  6,  Jam93  Ewing, 
chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  53. 

Oldham. — On  August  6,  at  his  residence,  Archerfield, 
Kilkenny,  William  Mark  Oldham,  L  PS  I. 

Row.— On  August  4,  Mr,  Frederick  Row,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  late  of  Brainttee,  Essex. 


Mills  of  Beceaseo  Cbemists* 


Bied  — The  will  of  Mr.  William  Bird,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, Monkwearmouth,  who  died  on  December  8,  1898,  has 
been  proved  by  Mr.  R.  0.  Tdompson  aod  Mr.  G  F.  Bowman, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Sunderland.  The  testator's  estate  was 
sworn  at  375Z. 

Cory  — The  will  of  Mr.  F.  A.  Cory,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Newport,  I.W.,  who  died  on  July  20,  1898,  has  baen  proved 
by  Miss  Rose  Mardsley  and  Mr  Frank  King,  t.he  exorutors 
of  the  testator,  whose  estate  was  sworn  at  1  058/.  4s.  9d. 

James. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Joshua  James,  chemist 
and  druggist.  51  Holloway  Road,  N.,  has  been  proved  by 
Mrs.  M.  M.  James,  widow  and  executrix  of  the  testator, 
whose  estate  is  sworn  at  60U  10s. 

Margetts. — The  late  Mr.  W.  B  Margetts,  chemist  and 
druggist,  formerly  of  55  Lower  Addiscombe  Road,  Croydon, 
and  Ketteriog,  Northamptonshire,  having  died  intestate, 
letters  of  administration  to  his  estate  have  been  granted 
to  Miss  Ella  Jane  Margetts  as  next-of-kin  to  the  deceased, 
whose  personalty  is  sworn  at  493/  15s. 

MOOR. — The  late  Mr.  George  Moor,  chemi-t  and  druggist, 
St.  George's  Square,  Droitwicb,  having  died  intestate,  letters 
of  administration  to  his  estate  have  been  granted  to>'s 
widow,  Mrs  L'zzie  Moor,  by  whom  the  value  thereof  was 
svorn  at  £87/  18s.  lid. 
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Xegal  TReporte, 

Alleged  Chemical  Nuisance. 

In  the  Court  of  Appeal  on  August  3  the  case  of  Oates  v. 
Potter  &  Co.  (Limited)  came  on  for  bearing  This  was  an 
appeal  by  the  plaintiff  from  an  order  of  the  Vice-Chancellor 
of  the  County  Palatine  of  Lancaster  (Manchester  district) 
refuting  inspection  of  the  defendants'  premises  and  of  the 
processes  of  manufacture  in  those  premises.  Mr.  Halcace, 
Q.O  ,  who  appeared  in  tupport  of  the  appeal,  stated  that 
the  plaintiff  succeeded  some  t;me  ago  to  what  was  foimerly 
a  residential  estate  known  as  D'Arcy  Lever  Old  Hall  Estate, 
near  Bolton,  but  which  was  now  a  dairy-farm.  The  deft n- 
dants  were  large  chemical-manufacturers,  and  plaintiff 
brought  his  action  in  respect  of  a  nuisance  and  damage  to 
his  property  by  reason  of  the  defendants  having,  it  was 
said,  emitted  and  allowed  to  escape  from  their  works  noxious 
fumes  and  vapours,  and  also  by  reason  of  the  defendants 
having  deposited  on  the  land  forming  part  of  their  woiks 
heaps  of  chemical-refuse,  which  were  in  a  state  of  perpetual 
combustion.  The  defendants  denied  these  allegations,  or 
that  the  plaintiff's  property  had  been  damaged  in  the  way 
suggested.  After  some  discussion  it  was  arranged  by 
consent  that  the  plaintiff  should  have  inspection  of  the 
defendants'  premises  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  fumes 
emitted  from  the  works,  and  to  inspect  and  take  samples  of 
the  chemical-refuse  heaps  on  the  defendants'  land.  It  was 
also  arranged  that  the  defendants  should  have  inspection  of 
the  farm  to  see  whit  damage  (if  any)  had  been  done. 


A  Railway=rate  Case. 

At  the  Royal  Courts  of  Justice,  on  August  3,  the  Railway 
and  Canal  Commission  heard  a  test  case  instituted  by 
Messrs.  Smith  &  Forrest,  carrying  on  business  as  distillers  and 
manufacturing  chemists  at  Manchesterand  Liverpool,  against 
the  London  and  North-Western  and  other  railway  companies 
with  regard  to  recent  increases  in  railway  rates  and  charges  in 
certain  classes  of  goods.  Applicants  said  they  were  fighting 
the  matter  in  order  to  get  a  decision  which  would  bind  the 
compai-ies  in  all  cases.  They  put  in  491  rates  as  examples 
of  overcharges.  The  companies  denied  that  they  were  over- 
charges in  all  these  instances,  but  admitted  251  increases, 
and  applicants  held  that  defendants  had  increased  the  rates 
by  almost  5  per  cent.,  neglecting  to  give  notice  of  their 
intention  to  make  the  increase  in  ihe  manner  prescribed  by 
the  Board  of  Trade.  The  London  and  North-Western 
Company  particularly  had,  with  some  few  exceptions,  neg- 
lected and  refused  to  publish  the  rates  charged  by  them, 
and  in  lieu  thereof  had  published  rates  which  included  a 
charge  for  cartage  in  Manchester.  Having  gone  into  the 
question  of  rebates,  the  applicants  asked  for  an  order 
requiring,  amongst  other  things,  that  the  charges  for  cartage 
should  be  declared  illegal.  They  also  asked  for  an  inquiry 
into  the  damages  sustained  by  them  by  reason  of  those 
various  charges.  A  considerable  amount  of  evidence  was 
given  for  the  defence,  amongst  the  witnesses  beine  Mr. 
Harrison,  general  manager  cf  the  London  and  North- 
Western  Railway  Company ;  Mr.  G.  H.  Turner,  general 
manager  of  the  Midland  Railway;  and  Mr.  J.  L.  Wilkinson, 
general  manager  of  the  Great  Western  Railway.  The 
hearing  of  the  case  was  resumed  on  August  7,  and,  after 
further  argument,  was  again  adjourned. 


Using  his  Own  Namne. 

>lN  the  Chancery  Division,  on  August  4,  before  Mr.  Justice 
North,  Mr.  Ashton  Cross  moved  for  an  interim  injunction  to 
restrain  the  defendants  in  the  case  of  Watson  v  Goody  &  Co. 
(Limited)  from  carrying  on  the  business  of  mineral-water 
manufacturers  in  the  London  district  without  sufficiently 
distinguishing  their  goods  from  those  of  the  plaintiff,  and 
for  otrjer  relief.  Counsel  stated  that  the  business  of  Goody 
&  Co.  had  been  carried  on  for  a  number  of  years  at  Leyton. 
The  plaintiff  had  recently  acquired  the  goodwill,  premises, 
and  stock-in-trade  of  the  business,  and,  as  be  was  entitled 
to  do,  carried  it  on  under  the  same  name.  One  of  the 
defendants,  Charles  Oswald  GLody,  was  then  a  traveller  in 
the  business,  and  he  continued  in  the  plaintiff's  employment 


until  June  of  the  present  year.  Shortly  afterwards  he  pro" 
ceeded  to  form  the  defendant  company  under  the  style  of 
Goody  &  Co.  (Limited),  and  premises  were  taken  about 
400  yards  away  from  the  plaintiff's  works.  It  was  also  dis- 
covered that  the  defendant  Goody  was  visiting  the  plaintiff's 
customers. 

Counsel  for  the  defendants  said  Goody  had  a  clear  right 
to  trade  under  his  own  name  or  to  give  his  name  to  a 
company. 

Mr.  Justice  North  thought  it  quite  clear  that  the  de- 
fendants must  be  restrained.  A  man  had  a  right  to  use  his 
name  honestly,  but  in  the  present  case  it  was  obvious  it  was 
not  being  used  honestly.  He  would,  therefore,  grant  an 
interim  io junction  restraining  the  defendants  from  using 
the  name  Goody  &  Co.  (Limited)  in  connection  with  any 
mineral-water  business  carried  on  by  them  in  the  London 
district  without  sufficiently  distinguishing  their  business 
from  that  of  the  plaintiff,  and  from  passing  off  their  goods 
as  and  for  the  goods  of  the  plaintiff. 


Trade  Secrets. 

In  the  Court  of  Chancery  on  August  4,  Mr.  Ashton  Cross 
applied  to  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich  in  the  matter  of  the  Wor- 
cester Sauce  Company  v.  Courtney.  This  was  a  motion  to 
restrain  Mr.  W.  O.  Courtney,  a  member  of  the  company, 
from  disclosing  the  trade  secret  for  the  manufacture  of 
Worcester  sauce,  as  reported  in  the  C  S{  D.,  July  29,  1899, 
page  152.  The  plaintiffs  wanted  the  defendant  to  berestrained 
from  disclosing  the  secret  process,  and  from  engaging  in  the 
business  of  a  sauce  or  relish  manufacturer  within  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  United  States,  or  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 
His  Lordship  :  Have  you  had  any  evidence  that  the  defen- 
dant has  threatened  to  disclose  the  process?  Mr.  Cross 
handed  up  a  letter  to  his  Lordship.  The  Judge,  perusing 
it,  expressed  surprise  that  the  sauce  was  sold  in  casks.  Mr. 
Cross,  amid  laughter,  said  it  was  so  sold,  like  wine,  and 
asked  his  Lordship  not  to  disclose  the  price.  There  were 
wide  margins.  His  Lordship  said  he  should  require  more 
evidence  before  he  felt  justified  in  restraining  the  defendant 
from  carrying  on  business  over  so  wide  a  range.  He  would, 
however,  grant  an  injunction  restraining  him  from  disclosing 
the  secret  process. 


Whitehead  Machinery. 

On  August  8,  before  Mr.  Justice  Darling  and  Mr.  Justice  Philli- 
more,  sitting  as  a  Divisional  Court  of  the  Queen's  Bench,  in 
the  case  of  Daglish  v.  Barton,  Mr.  Ed.  Bray  made  a  motion 
that  the  Court  should  set  aside  the  decision  of  the  Official 
Referee  on  certain  points  respecting  a  claim  of  Messrs. 
Daglish,  engineers,  who  had  sued  the  defendant  for  a  sum 
amounting  to  nearly  500£.  for  goods  supplied  for  a  mill  in 
Runcorn,  Cheshire.  There  was  a  counterclaim  for  certain 
defects  in  the  machinery,  and  the  matter  had  been  referred 
to  the  Official  Referee.  Mr.  Edward  Bray  informed  their 
Lordships  that  the  defendant  was  under  contract  to  put  up 
machinery  for  making  white-lead.  Counsel,  explaining  the 
process,  said  it  was  first  necessary  to  make  litharge,  which 
was  then  placed  in  digesters  and  treated  with  carbonic-acid 
gas.  After  the  conclusion  of  the  contract  plaintiffs  sent  a 
sketch  of  the  litharge-plant,  showing  a  certain  curtain  across 
the  lid  of  the  pot,  which  prevented  the  litharge  from  being 
effectually  made.  The  learned  Referee  said  they  had  seen 
the  curtain  as  shown  in  the  sketch,  and  bad  assented  to  the 
change  in  the  position  of  the  digesters ;  but  his  clients  were 
not  experts.  There  was  also  one  digester  which  had  gone 
wrong,  and  for  which  nothing  had  been  allowed  by  the 
Official  Referee. 

Mr.  MacCall  said  the  defendant  had  had  the  assistance 
of  the  engineer,  and  he  had  approved  of  what  had  been 
done,  and  so  the  defendant  had  given  assent. 

Mr.  Justice  Darling  said  he  thought  that  the  motion 
should  go  back  to  the  Official  Referee,  with  costs  for  the 
defendant. 


Carbide=of=calcium  Storage. 

At  Hanley  Police  Court  on  August  '3,  Joseoh  Cassidy  was 
fined  40s.  and  costs  for  keeping  more  than  5  lbs.  of  carbide 
of  calcium  without  a  licence.    The  inspector  found  34  lbs.' 
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of  carbide  on  defendant's  premises,  whereby  the  latter  made 
himself  liable  to  a  penalty  of  201.  a  day. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

OAMPHOEATED  Olh. 

Joseph  Maylott,  grocer,  New  Swindon,  was  summoned,  at 
Swindon  Police  Court  on  August  2,  for  selling  camphorated 
oil  which  was  certified  by  Dr.  Bernard  Djer  to  contain  not 
more  than  14  parts  of  camphor,  4  parts  of  mineral  oil,  and 
82  parts  of  fatty  oil.  Defendant  stated  that  the  oil  was 
supplied  to  him  in  1896  by  Messrs.  Bell,  Son  &  Co.,  wholesale 
druggists,  Liverpool,  the  bottles  being  labelled  "Genuine 
camphorated  oil." 

James  Alexander  Bell,  Edward  Bell,  and  John  R.  Bell, 
formerly  trading  as  Bell,  Son  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists, 
Liverpool,  were  then  summoned  for  applying  a  false  trade- 
description  to  the  bottles  of  camphorated  oil  supplied  to  Mr. 
Ma)  lott.  Defendants  did  not  appear,  and  the  Bench  decided 
to  give  them  the  option  of  going  before  a  jury.  It  transpired 
that  service  in  respect  of  two  of  the  defendants  did  not 
take  place  until  two  days  previously.  The  summons  was 
addressed  to  the  firm,  and  the  Liverpool  police  served  it  at 
the  office  of  a  limited-liability  company  having  the  same 
name.  The  defendants  rightly  took  technical  objection  that 
the  service  was  insufficient,  and  the  summons  against  the 
three  defendants  personally  would  have  to  be  re-issued. 

The  Bench  eventually  adjourned  the  whole  of  the  cases 
until  September  25. 


At  Barnsley  Police  Court  on  August  2  Christopher  Yardley, 
general  dealer,  Roystone,  was  lined  10s.  and  costs  for  selling 
camphorated  oil  which  contained  only  11 3  per  cent,  of 
camphor. 


Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitee. 

Jeeemiah  Woffinden,  shopkeeper,  Penistone,  was  charged 
at  Barnsley  Police  Coarfc  wioh  selling  sweet;  spirit  of  nitre 
which  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  B.P.  requirements, 
and  a  fine  of  10s.  and  costs  was  imposed. 


Refilling  "  Yorkshire  Relish  "  Bottles. 

IN  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice  on 
August  9,  before  Mr.  Justice  Byrne,  Mr.  Levett,  Q.O., 
moved  on  behalf  of  William  Powell  (trading  as  Goodall, 
Backhouse  &  Co.)  for  an  injunction,  in  the  case  of  Powell  v. 
Elliott,  to  restrain  the  defendant  until  judgment  in  the 
action  or  further  order,  from  supplying  any  sauce  not  being 
"Yorkshire  Relish"  in  any  bottle  bearing  tbe  plaintiff's 
"  Yorkshire  Relish  "  label  or  in  any  manner  infringing  the 
plaintiff's  registered  trade-mark. 

Mr.  Levett,  Q.C.,  in  support  of  the  motion,  said  there  was 
no  dispute  about  the  facts.  Mr.  Elliott  was  the  refreshment- 
contractor  to  the  Law  Courts,  and  it  was  admitted  that  on 
July  26  a  bottle  of  sauce  was  supplied  as  "  Yorkshire  Relish  " 
which  was  now  admitted  by  the  defendant  not  to  be  "  York- 
shire Relish "  at  all,  but  Worcester  sauce,  and .  it  was 
supplied  in  an  old  Yorkshire  Relish  bottle.  The  defence 
was  this  :  About  last  March  Mr.  Powell,  wishing  to  advertise 
his  sauce,  sent  Mr.  Elliott  a  present  of  a  gross  of  bottles 
He  waited  for  orders,  but,  no  order  comiDg,  he  had  some 
reason  to  doubt.  The  defendant  said  that  he  had  given 
express  instructions  to  his  managers  and  waiters  not  to  put 
sauce  in  aDy  bottles  with  labels  on,  unless  the  sauce  were 
genuine  and  in  accordance  with  the  labels,  and  what  was 
done  in  this  case  was  entirely  without  his  sanction  and 
against  his  orders.  One  of  the  defendant's  storekeepers  said 
he  had  filled  about  a  dozen  of  the  plaintiff's  bottles  with 
Worcester  sauce,  and  circulated  them  ;  he  alone  was  respon- 
sible for  what  had  been  done,  and  the  defendant  knew 
nothing  about  it.  On  these  facts  he  (Mr.  Levett)  simply 
asked  for  an  injunction. 

Mr.  Baker,  on  behalf  of  the  defendant,  submitted  that  his 
client  was  not  in  any  way  liable.  The  position  the  defen- 
dant took  up  was  that  he  had  done  nothing  whatever  him- 
self that  was  contrary  to  law,  that  he  had  given  instructions 
to  his  manager  to  entirely  withdraw  all  empty  bottles,  but 


that  one  of  the  storekeepers  had  acted  in  contravention  of  the 
orders. 

After  some  discussion,  the  defendant,  statiDg  that  what 
had  been  cone  had  been  contrary  to  his  instructions  and 
without  his  knowledge,  ga^e  an  undertaking  in  the  terms  of 
the  notice  of  motion  until  judgment  or  further  oider  without 
prejudice  to  any  question. 


The  Pharmacy  Act. 

The  Society  Defeated. 

At  the  Worcester  County  Court,  on  August  8,  the  Council  of 
the  Pnarmaceutical  Society  sought  to  recover  from  J.  H. 
White,  florist  and  nurseryman,  Broad  Street,  Worcester,  a 
penalty  of  51.  under  the  Pharmacy  Act,  for  having  "sold  or 
kept  open  shop  for  the  retailing,  dispensing,  or  compounding 
of  poison — viz  ,  arsenic — contained  in  and  forming  part  of  a 
compound  known  as  '  Climax  '  weed-killer.  On  May  27  Mr, 
Painter, a  commission-agent  of  Edgbaston,  went  todefendant's 
shop  and  asked  for  2  gals,  of  the  "Climax"  weed-killer. 
He  was  told  it  was  not  kept  on  the  premises,  and  defendant 
offered  to  send  his  order  to  a  firm  at  Liverpool.  Mr.  Painter 
paid  for  the  weed  killer,  was  given  a  receipt  in  defendant's 
name,  and  the  weed-killer  was  forwarded  to  him  direct  from 
Liverpool.  It  was  analysed  by  Mr.  Ernest  John  Eastes,  who 
found  that  in1,  the  2  gals  of  compound  there  was  6  lbs.  of 
arsenic,  sufficient  to  kill  20  0C0  persons.  For  the  defence,  it 
was  contended  that  the  defendant  was  not  the  actual  seller 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Act.  He  took  the  order  only,  and 
forwarded  it  to  the  firm  in  Liverpool,  who  allowed  him 
commission,  and  the  weed-killer  did  not  pass  through  his 
hands.  Defendant  was  called,  and  denied  that 
he  ever  kept  the  weed-killer  on  his  premises  for 
sale.  He  took  any  order  whioh  was  brought  to 
him  and  forwarded  it  to  Liverpool.  Mr.  Grey,  for  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  contended  that  defendant  stood  in 
the  position  of  actual  seller,  though  he  admitted  that  in  all 
cases  decided  on  this  point  there  had  been  no  control  of 
sale.  He  pointed  to  the  Act,  which  said,  "  a  seller  or  the 
person  who  agrees  to  sell,"  and  said  by  the  formation  of 
such  a  company  as  that  referred  to  in  this  case,  and  the 
appointment  of  their  many  agents,  there  was  an  evasion  of 
the  Act  which  made  it  entirely  inoperative  and  a  danger  to 
the  public.  His  Honour  held  that  there  had  been  no  sale  by 
defendant  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act,  and  gave  judgment 
in  his  favour. 


Bovril  (Limited)  v.  Bouillon  Fleet  (Limited) 
and  Others. 

In  the  Court  of  Appeal  on  August  10,  before  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls,  Sir  Francis  Jeune,  and  Lord  Justice  Romer,  the 
cases  of  Bovril  (Limited)  r.  Bouillon  Fleet  (Limited)and 
the  same  against  Mae S virion's  Stores  (Limited),  McBirnie, 
Evans,  Shaw,  and  J.  P.  Evans  came  on  for  hearing  on  appeal 
by  the  defendants  from  an  order  of  Mr.  Justice  Byrne. 
Counsel  stated  that  negotiations  had  taken  place  with  a  view 
to  a  settlement,  and  all  the  parties  had  now  agreed.  The 
appeals  would  be  withdrawn,  each  party  paying  their  own 
costs. 


(Sasette. 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Atkins,  R.,  and  Atkins,  G.,  under  the  style  of  It.  4  G.  Atkins. 

Falcon  Road,  Ohphaiu  Junction,  S.W.,  herbalists,  &c. 
Glen,  James,  Glen,  John,  Steele,  J.,  Steele,  A.  N.,  and  Glen. 

J.  C,  under  the  style  of  Glen  &  Steele,  South  Bank  and  Grange 

Town,  Yorkshire,  general  medical  practitioners. 
Layman,  C.  N.,  Umney,  C,  Wright,  K.  C,  Layman,  E.  B., 

Umney,  J.  C,  Layman.  F.  N.,  and  Umney,  E.  A.,  under 

the  style  of  Wright,  Laym»n  &  L'muey,  Southwark  Street,  Union 

Hall,  Borough,  S.E.,  and  Park  Street,  Southwark,  S.E.,  wholesale 

druggists,  &c. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 
Adjudications 

Dutrulle,  Peter,  Orlando  Road.Clapham,  S.W..  drug-merchant. 
Pearson,  William  Henry  Ritson,  St.  Helens,  Lancaster,  dispenser 
and  bookkeeper. 
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Deefce  of  arrangement. 


ijerry,  William  (trading  as  "The  Lubratc  Company  "),  Triestlcy  Street, 
Warrington,  and  residing  at  Park  Gate  Avenue,  WitbingtoD,  oil 
merchant  and  manufacturer.  Trustee,  James  K.  Laivton,  8  South 
King  Street,  Manchester,  account  mt.  Dated,  July  28 ;  filed,  August  3. 
Secured  creditors,  140/.  ;  liabilities  unsecured,  1,506!.  9s.  5/. ;  estimated 
net  assets,  817/.  lis.  Id.   The  following  are  scheduled  as  cveditors  :  — 


£  s.  d. 

Abbey,  Abbey  &  Co.,  London  lb  0  0 

Anglo-American  Oil  Company  (Limited),  Manchester  120  0  0 

Ban-it,  J.  F.  L.,  Liverpool   381  0  0 

Bretherton,  H.  W.,  &  Co.,  Liverpool   27  0  0 

Deheer  &  Son,  Hull    199  0  0 

Highgate.  Hugh,  &  Co.,  Paisley   1  =  8  0  0 

Lawton,  J.  K„  Manchester   21  0  0 

Mannion,  Michael,  Manchester  18  0  0 

Stromer,  Hermann,  Stettin       ..       _       ..       ,,(5  0  0 

Thome,  Doinier  &  Co.  (Limited),  Manchester        ..    52  0  0 

Bankers'  claims   403  0  0 


Fraeis,  Times  &  Co.  (Nnsserwanjee  Dossabhoy  Fracis,  Charles  Gorsuch 
Times,  and  Dorabjee  Kduljee  Dharwar,  trading  as  above),  27  Leaden- 
hall  Street,  and  Bushire,  Persia,  merchants.   Amongst  the  list  of  credi- 


tors are  the  following  : — 

£  s.  d. 

Ai-mbreeht,  Nelson  &  Co..  London   16  0  J  0 

Bishop,  Alfred,  &  Sons,  London    20  0  0 

Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.  (Limited),  Nortlnvich         ..  53  0  0 

Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co ,  Loudon   29  0  0 

Davenport,  J.  T.,  London    28,0  0 

Elliman,  Sons  &  Co.,  Slough   1000 

Maypole  Company  (Limited ),  London         . .       ..23  0  0 

Morgan  Crucible  Company  (Limited),  London       ..  11  0  0 

Newbery,  F.,  &  Sons,  London   40  0  0 

Tyrer,  Thomas,  &  Co.  (Limited ),  London     . .       . .  50  0  0 

United  Alkali  Company,  Liverpool   62  0  0 


mew  Companies  &  Company  mewa 


Prescott  &  Bolton  (Limited)  —Capital  2,000£,  in  11. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  take  over  the  business  of  "  Preseott  & 
Bolton,"  soap-manufacturers,  &c.  Registered  without  articles 
of  association.  Registered  office,  9  New  Cannon  Street, 
Manchester. 

BON30K  &  Co.  (Limited)  —Capital  10,0002.,  in  11  shares. 
Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  dye  manufacturers, 
drysaltery  druggists,  oil  and  colour  men,  &c.  Registered 
office,  93  Great  Tower  Street,  E  C. 

Anglo  Russian  Maximoff  Company  (Limited). — Capi- 
tal 400,000/.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects :  To  adopt  an  agreement 
with  the  Anglo- Russian  Contract  Company  (Limited),  and 
others,  and  to  win,  refine,  and  deal  in  petroleum  and  other 
mineral  oils  and  their  products.  Registered  office,  4  Union 
Court,  Old  Broad  Stieet,  B.C. 

London  Open-aib  Sanatorium.—  Capital  100Z.  Objects  : 
To  establish  and  maintain  a  sanatorium  or  sanatoria  for 
persons  afflicted  with  consumption  or  other  forms  of  tuber- 
culosis. The  subscribers  are:— C.  Rube,  120  Bishopsgate 
Street  Withirj,  E.C.,  merchant;  M.  Morris,  8  Harley  Street, 
W.,  surgeon  ;  R.  H.  Foa,  19  We.-tbourne  Terrace,  W. ;  J.  C. 
Browne,  61  Carlisle  Mansions,  S.W.,  physician;  A.  Hiilier, 
30  Wimpole  Street,  W.,  physician  ;  and  L.  Phillips  and  M 
Richards,  both  merchants,  of  120  Bishopsgate  Street  Within, 
E.C.  Four  of  the  seven  directors  shall  be  members  of  the 
Council  of  the  National  Association  for  the  Prevention  of 
Consumption  and  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis.  The  first 
directors  are:— Sir  J.  O.  Browne,  M.D,  F.RO.S,  F.  W.  B. 
FanniDg,  M.D.,  A.  P.  Hiilier,  M.D,  M.  A.  Morris,  R.  H. 
Foa,  L.  Phillips,  and  C.  Rube 


S  Anitas  Company  (Limited). — The  directors  hwa 
declared  an  interim  dividend  at  the  rate  of  5  pjr  cent,  per 
annum. 

A  Company  has  been  formed  at  Turin  for  the  manu- 
facture of  carbide  of  calcium  with  a  capital  of  2  500,000 


lire.  Noted  men  in  the  financial  and  industrial  world  are 
among  the  directors. 

The  accounts  for  1898  of  Messrs.  Brooke,  Simpson  & 
Spiller  (Limited),  aniline-dye  manufacturers,  merchants,  and 
drysalters,  bave  just  been  published,  and  show  a  loss  of 
4.760Z.,  making  the  total  debit  balance  10,6822. 

Gibbons,  Bates  &  Co.  (Limited). — The  first  statutory 
meeting  of  this  company  was  held  at  Manchester  on 
August  9  Mr.  Walter  Gibbons  occupied  the  chair.  The 
proceedings  were  of  a  satisfactory  character. 


Graoe^flDarns  HppUeo  for* 


Anyone  who  objects  to  the  registration  of  a  trade-mark  must 
address  the  Comptroller-General,  Patent  Office,  Chancery 
Lane,  W.C.,  within  a  month  of  the  date  of  publication. 

mien  "no  claim  "  is  mentioned  in  the  subjoined  abstracts,  this 
implies  "  no  claim  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  word  "  in 
inverted  commas. 


{From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  July  26,  1893.) 

'  Phenalgin  "  ;  (no  claim  for  "  Phenol  ") ;  for  medicine  for  human 
use.  The  Etna  Chemical  Company,  313  West  Street,  New 
York.  221,616. 

"Deobese";  an  improved  embrocation  for  human  use.  Pauline 
A.  Baudoin,  88  Great  Titchfield  Street,  London.  221,672. 

Combination  of  devices  showing  black  flame-edged  disc,  reaper 
with  hook,  and  sheaf  on  shoulder  (essential  particular),  and 
monogram ;  for  chemical  substances.  W.  <fe  D.  Harvest, 
Dowgate  Dock,  Upper  Thames  Street,  London.  222,719. 

"  Velo  Brand,"  and  device;  for  chemical  substances,  and  for 
gelatin  capsules.  George  B.  Loeflier,  83  Upper  Thames 
Street,  London.    222,996,  222,997. 

Liril";  for  chemical  substances.  Vinolia  Company  (Limited), 
Maiden  Crescent,  London,  N.W.  223,183. 

"Kxgloids"  (no  claim  for  "Kugel");  for  chemical  substances 
H.  H.  Mason,  7  Broadway,  West  Norwood,  London.  223,432 

Device  of  a  fairy  with  wand,  sitting  on  scroll,  holding  packet  in 
left  hand,  and  sun  at  hack,  with  words  "  Fairy  Soap  "  (the 
essential  particulars  are  the  device  and  the  word  "  Fairy  ") ; 
for  medicated  soap,  medicated-soap  extract,  and  dry  soap. 
Thomas  Hedley  &  Co.  (Limited),  City  Soapworks,  City  Road, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.  223,620. 

"  Rubadubdub  "  ;  for  bath  and  friction  gloves.  James  Stuttard  & 
Sons,  61  Mosley  Street,  Manchester.  224,034. 

"  Sen-Sen,"  and  device  of  bow  of  ribbon ;  for  cachous,  lozenges, 
and  chewing-gum.  T.  B.  Dunn  Company,  trading  also  as 
the  Sen-Sen  Company,  111  North  Water  Street,  Rochester, 
New  York.  222,744. 

"Creameade  "  (no  claim  for  "  Cream  ")  ;  for  mineral  and  aerated 
waters.  G.  W.  J.  Allen,  98  Lennox  Street,  Birmingham. 
223,189. 

"Boracema"  (no  claim  for  "Borace");  for  toilet-preparations. 
Regd.  Darrington,  127  Gipsy  Lane,  Forest  Gate,  London. 
219,933. 

Device  of  cake  of  soap,  bearing  representation  of  flag,  and  words 
"  Flag  Brand  Honey  Soap "  (essential  particulars  are  the 
device  of  flag  and  the  word  "Flag");  for  perfumed  soap. 
J.  Crosfield  &  Sons  (Limited),  Bank  Quay,  Warrington. 
222,409. 

"  Soapine  "  (no  claim  for  "  Soap  ")  ;  for  perfumery  and  toilet- 
articles,  etc.  E.  Cook  &  Co.  (Limited),  10  Mark  Lane,  London. 
223,287. 

(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  August  2,  1899.) 

"  Carbolacene  "  (no  claim  for  "  Carbol  "  and  "  Lac  ") ;  for  chemi- 
cal substances  and  perfumery.  W.  &  F.  Walker,  6  Water 
Street,  Liverpool.    223,273,  223,274,  223,275. 

"  Suritas  " ;  for  chemical  substances.  A.  &  E.  Cohen,  2  Bury 
Street,  E.C.  223,710. 

"  Esvach  "  ;  for  an  aperient.  Davy,  Hill  &  Son,  Yates  &  Hicks, 
64  Park  Street,  Southwark,  S.E.  221,868. 

"Hydragogin"  (no  claim  for  "Hydragog");  for  chemical  sub- 
stances.   Carl  Raspe,  Weissensee,  near  Berlin.  222,924. 

"Wee  Wee,"  and  black  and  whit?  device  (essential  particular); 
for  pill?,    D.  Bradfield,  North  Street,  Somerton.  223,562 
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Some  Each?  Htwerttecments. 


MESSRS.  P.  A.  LESLIE  Sc  CO.,  Dublin,  send  us  a  copy 
of  the  "Dublin  Newsletter  .  .  .  from  Tuesday,  August 5, 
to  Saturday,  August  9, 1740,"  which  they  came  across  recantly 
when  cleaning  out  an  old  desk.  It  is  a  four-page  journal, 
cearly  two  pages  being  devoted  to  news,  a  page  to  poetry, 
and  the  remaining  space  to  advertisements.  We  reproduce 
one  of  the  latter,  a  druggists'  announcement,  which  shows 


A' 


EDMOND  REJLY, 
T  the  Dove  in  Darrfe-ftrect,  the  Corner  of  Cafile- 

Maiker,  intends  continuing  the  fame  Bufinefj  that  hij 
Wife  and  her  Sifters  the  Mifs  Hattonvill's  formerly  carry'd  on, 
in  the  ■moft  extenfivc  Manrer,  both  by  Wholefale  or  Retale, 
and  for  th:t  purpofc  hath  ]u(i  imported  from  London,  France, 
and  Holland,  &c.  AJI  fores  of  fine  Englifh  fhades  of  Silk  fof  Em- 
broidery, fewing  Silks  of  all  kinds,  great  choice  of  Englifti 
fhades  of  Worried  and  Canvas  for  working,  fine  Naples  Flof;  in 
fhades,  Scotch  and  Dutch  Threads,  Tapes,  Shoe  Laces  an^ 
Brades,  fi!k  Lacing  for  Stays  of  all  colours,  flourifhiog  Bofs,  Ri- 
bonds,  and  Ferrcttings.  Englifiiand  Irifh  Pins  and  Needles,  &r. 
Stooghton's  Drops,  DaFy's  Elixir,  Honey  Water,  Lavender  Wa- 
ter, Carme  Water,  Hungary  Water,  Orange  Flower  Water, 
Pui-pJe  Water,  Syrup  of  Maiden  Hair,  Spirit  of  Mufk  and  Ben- 
jamin, Palfy  Drops,  EiTence  ef  Bergamut,  Ambergreafc  and 
Jedafnin,  Rice  Powder,  Orange  Battel; ;  Camphire,  Naples, 
Amber,  Chymical,  Jerufakm  Wafh  Balls,  &c.  Perfian  Soap  to 
lather  the  Head  and  Face  without  the  wetting  the  Hands, 
Black,  Naples,  Caftiic  and  Jnppa  Seaps,  Teeth  Powder  and 
.Dragons  Blocd  Sticks  for  the  Teeth,  Lipfalv*,  fine  White 
Chymical  Pots,  black,  brown,  and  grey  Powders,  .as  alfo  Pearl 
Powder  and  French  Red,  the  beft  plain  Frenth  Rapee,  Berga- 
mot,  Braziel,  Havanna,  Spanifb,  Bran,  and  Scotch  Snuffs,  O- 
range  Flower,  Violet,  Damask,  and  Mufk  Powders,  Grofs  for 
fvrcet  Bags,  &c.  which  he  will  fell  at  the  loweft  Rates. 

N.  B,  He  will  ta':e  a  particular  Care  to  be  always  well  forted, 
and  hepes  for  thu  Favour  and  Continuance  cf  thofe  who  former- 
ly us'd  the  faid  Shop. 


<ihat  the  apothecaries  even  then  had  to  face  competition 
from  the  druggists.  Messrs.  Leslie  have  turned  up  their 
•early  ledgers  and  find  that  "Edmund  Reily.  successor  to 
Messrs.  Hattonvill,  druggists  and  merchants,  Dame  Street," 
koaght  drugs  to  the  extent  of  227/.  5s.  2d.  during  the  year 


To  be  fold  at  Mr.  Hoty's,  Eookfeller.  in  Sfcmner-Row  at  Tim. 
Hind.'s^Bockfeller  on  E  flex-brkrgr,  hot  Caplc-ftreefjat  Mt, 
Coghlan's,  Grocer  on  College-Green,  next  door  to  the  Bear, 
at  moft  of  the  Coffee- Houfes,  and  no  where  clfe  in  Dublin  - 
at  Mr.  Fleming's  MufickShop  in  Cork,  and  Mrs.  Meiehan'sl 
Stationer  in  Drogheda, 

p^T  A  S  H 's  fine  Liquid  Germarf 

Blacking,  for  Shoes,  Boots,  Lea- 
ther-bottom Chairs,  Setteea^c.  ft) well 
known  in  London  and  elf-wherc/that  it 
wants  no  other  Recommendation  than 
its  Virtues,  being  fo  tifeful  -to  Centle- 
men  and  Ladies,  that  it  won't  fei!  the 
vvhiteft  Stocking,  or  Cambrick  H-snd- 
kerchief.  The  PintBottle.  feal'd  Nap, 
will  laft  a  Gentleman  one  Year,  and  is 
fold  for  is.  jd.  which  makes  it  cheaper 
than  the  moft  dirty  Black  Ball  ;  the  half  Pint  is  fold  for  6d. 
halfpenny.  Thofe  who  take  the  Pin;  Bottle,  paying  three  Half- 
pence, the  Half  Pint  ditto  one  Penny,  for  the  Bottles,  which 
Money  fhalj  berexurn'd  on  delivering  the  empty  Bottles. 


L742.  An  advertisement  of  "  Nash's  fine  liquid  German 
blacking,"  on  the  same  page  as  Reily 's  announcement,  is 
worth  reproducing.  It  is  a  very  early  specimen  of  an 
illustrated  advertisement.  The  principle  of  allowing 
customers  for  returned  empty  bottles,  it  will  be  seen,  is 
of  ancient  origin.  We  are  tempted  to  quote  some  of  the 
items  of  news  given  in  the  Newsletter,  but  refrain  on  account 
of  their  non-pharmaceutical  character.  There  is  a  description 


of  the  "pressing  to  death  "  ot  a  criminal  at,  Kilkenny  wt>  ch 
beats  in  sensationalism  anything  that  up-to-date  journalism 
provides  us  with  now.  Another  prisoner  who  dropped  dead 
after  receiving  sentencs  at  Cork  had  a  merciful  deliverance 
from  a  horrible  punishment. 


£be  Cape  pbarmac\>  Bill. 


A SPECIAL  MEETING  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Cape  Colony  was  held  at  Cape  Town  on  July  13  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  the  new  Medical  and  Pharmacy  Bill. 
The  chair  was  occupied  by  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the 
Society,  Mr.  James  Jones,  and  upwards  of  forty  chemists 
were  present,  including  the  ex-Mayor  of  Cape  Town  (Mr. 
J.  G.  Mocke),  Mr.  A.  H.  Mathew  (of  Hejnes.  Mathew  &  Co.), 
and  Mr.  F.  W.  C.  Thomas  (member  of  the  Pharmacy  Board). 

Mr.  Mocke  considered  the  Bill  ought  to  have  been  issued  for 
their  information  much  earlier,  and  not  heaped  upon  them 
just  as  Parliament  was  about  to  sit. 

Mr.  Thomas  explained  that  as  far  as  the  Pharmacy  Board 
was  concerned  it  had  done  all  in  its  power  to  facilitate 
publication. 

The  following  amendments  were  suggested  and  recorded 
for  transmission  to  the  Government: — 

Clause  8,  "Every  shop  shall  be  conducted  under  the 
constant  and  personal  supervision  of  some  registered 
chemist  and  druggist." — That  the  word  "constant"  be  left 
out  altogether,  and  "  bond- fide  ''  substituted. 

Clause  9,  "No  person  shall  be  entitled  to  medically  trea*\ 
&c,  by  reason  that  be  is  an  apothecary,  chemist,  or  drug- 
gist."— That  this  clause  be  expunged,  and  that  of  the  present 
Act  substituted. 

The  patent-medicine  clause  came  in  for  a  great  deal  of 
attention,  many  chemists  holding  that  it  meant  the 
divu'ging  of  formulas.  Mr.  Jtffrejs  (J.  T.  Pocock  &  Co.) 
wanted  to  know  how  home  manufacturers  would  accept  the 
measure,  a9  from  all  appearances  they  did  not  understand 
the  clause. 

The  Secretary  explained  that  a  representative  of  the 
C.  4'  D.  was  present,  and  no  doubt  English  proprietors 
won'd  get  their  information  through  that  medium. 

The  Chairman  suggested  that  the  clause  should  be  elimi- 
nated, but  it  was  eventually  decided  to  i  equest  that  it  be 
altered  to  conform  to  the  English  rule — i.e.,  to  label  with 
the  word  "  Poison  "  only. 

It  was  then  decided  to  form  a  deputation  to  wait  on  the 
Premier  to  lay  before  him  the  resolutions,  or  to  request  him 
to  postpone  the  Bill  for  six  months. 


In  the  House  of  Assembly  Mr.  Schreiner  moved  for  leave 
to  introduce  the  Bill  on  July  18,  which  was  given.  The  Bill 
was  then  read  the  first  t:me,  and  set  down  for  second 
reading  on  July  26. 

A  medical  correspondent  of  the  Cape  Times  takes  the 
opportunity  of  attacking  chemists  for  preset ibing.  He  says 
the  hardship  is  that  '  the  doctors  are  dropping  pharmacy 
just  as  fast  as  the  chemists  are  assuming  medicine,"  and 
that  the  Bill  only  seeks  to  put  up  a  defensive  barrier  to 
prevent  chemists  making  advances  into  the  medical 
preserves. 


When  You  Want  a  Formula  look  for  it  in  "  Pharma- 
ceutical Formulas,"  the  best  druggists'  recipe  book  in  exist- 
ence. Published  by  the  C.  $  D.  at  Is.  6d. ;  by  post  8$. 
Obtainable  from  most  wholesalers. 

The  "  Faith-healing  "  Craze  still  continues  in  N.Y.  At 
Bellevue  Hospital  the  other  day  a  man  was  found  in  the  build- 
irjgdistributing  his  cards  to  thepatients.  These  cards  claimed 
for  the  faith  healer  Divine  power  to  cure  all  diseases.  The 
quack  had  offered  to  cure  a  man  in  the  last  stages  of 
consumption  for  £50,  and  had  actually  succeeded  in  dis- 
posing of  several  boxes  of  his  salve  before  his  presence 
became  known  to  the  authorities.  The  discovery  having 
been  made,  he  was  promptly  ejected.  (The  Man  from 
London.) 
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Zbc  flDptcrious  policee. 


From  a  cantata  entitled  "  Our  Rulers,"  recently  performed  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Incurables  of  Lancashire,  Edinburgh,  and 
and  other  disaffected  districts  in  the  provinces.) 

The  High  Priest  sings  :  — 

When  boli  and  rude  reforming  men 

Speak  truths  that  are  not  wise, 
I  think  a  little  Righteous  Wrath 

Might  dim  the  public's  eyes  ; 
So  up  jump  I  io  a  frantic  haste, 

To  cru*h  th'  abnornaitee 
Wbo  has  dared  to  say,  in  a  public  way, 

That  we  have  no  policee. 

Chorus  of  Worshippers  : — 

Quite  so  !    Quite  so  1 

With  you  we  all  agree  ; 
It  is  most  unwise  to  recognise 

Or  allude  to  a  Policee. 

The  King  sings  :— 

'Tis  truly  said — and  all  must  learn 

Allegiance  to  the  Throne — 
We  do  our  best,  though  'tis  hard  to  discern 

The  good  things  we  have  done. 
But  we  point  with  pride  to  the  pile  we've  mads 

By  Examination's  fee  ; 
And  we  gloat  on  the  future  wealth  we'll  raid 

By  a  ten-guinea  Policee. 

Chorus  of  Loyal  Subjects,  uneasily  : — ■ 

Oh.no!  No.no! 

You  forget  the  C.  $'D. ; 
We've  been  taught  to  say  they  never  did  pay — 

That's  part  of  the  Policee. 

The  High  Priest,  glaring  at  the  King,  sings  : — 

Our  noble  Lord  forgets  himself  : 

He  surely  doth  not  dream 
That  we  stek  but  for  the  paltry  pelf, 

While  toilworn  traders  scream. 
Our  aim  is  io  tit  on  the  restful  fence 

In  a  calm  passivitee, 
And  look  to  the  Lords  for  recompense 

For  the  Chancellor's  peifidee. 

Chorus  of  Worshippers,  fervently  : — 

That's  so  I    That's  so  ! 

True  wisdom,  don't  you  see, 
To  wait  and  wait,  until  too  late  — 

A  Micawber  Policee. 

'lhe  Outlander,  confidentially  : — 

I  have  listened  long,  I  have  pondered  well, 

And  I've  thought  till  my  brain  has  whiiled, 
And  I  ask  you  the  dreadful  secret  tell 

To  th^  gaping  eager  world  : 
What  do  ye  now  for  the  good  of  the  craft  1 

What  is  your  work  to  be  ? 
How  meet  the  Chancellor's  venomed  shaft  j 

What  is  your  Policee  I 

Grand  Chorus  and  I'male.  uncertainly  : — 
Just  so  !    Just  so  ! 

But  you  must  not  make  so  free, 
On  that  point,  we  fear,  we  are  not  quite  clear. 
But  we  have  a  Policee. 


H.M.  MINISTER.  AT  CARACAS,  in  his  annual  report  on  the 
trade  of  Venezuela,  laments  the  fact  that  the  Biioish  drug- 
trade  does  not  compete  with  the  German,  as  there  are  few, 
if  any,  commercial  travellers  sent  from  this  country,  while 
there  are  numbers  of  German  houses  represented.  This 
is  to  be  the  more  regretted,  he  remarks,  as  an  immense 
amount  of  medicine  is  dispensed,  and  the  chemists'  shops 
are  -  u>  or  all  pr  portion  o  the  number  of  inhabitants. 


Ipbotoorapbic  motes. 

By  a  Phaemacbutical  Cameeist. 


How  to  Fit  up  a  Dark-boom. 

Converting  an  ordinary  room  into  a  dark  room  is  a 
comparatively  ea'y  matter,  but  when  it  comes  to  fittirjg  up 
an  odd  space  as  a  dark-room  many  chemists  experience  a 
difficulty.  The  following  account  of  a  dark-room  under  the 
stairs,  reproduced  from  the  Photo  Beacon,  will  be  of  use  to> 
such  chemists  as  have  not  a  spare  room  for  the  purpose. 
The  room  is  built  of  ^-inch  pine  boards,  tongued  and  grooved  . 
A  strip  of  wood  1  inch  by  2  inches  is  first  fastened  on  the 


1 

1 

PLAN  OF  CLOSET  FIG  I 


floor,  and  from  this  the  boards  are  run  up  to  the  stairs  and  the 
landing.  In  the  square  space  under  the  landing,  space  is  left, 
for  a  door  just  large  enough  to  allow  a  clear  passage,  and 
also  a  small  space  for  the  ruby  window  shown  in  fig.  1. 
One  side  under  the  stairs  is  mostly  taken  up  with  the 
developing  closet  and  table.  This  developing-closetis  made  of 
^-inch  white  wood ,  36  inches  long,  20  inches  high,  and  10  inches 
deep.  The  front  is  made  in  two  pieces  running  lengthways, 
and  the  lower  one  when  dropped  to  the  position  shown  in 
fig  2  forms  a  good  developing-table.    This  is  covered  witb 


riGU  WATER  APPARATUS 


thin  oilcloth.  The  upper  one  is  used  as  a  reference-board,  od 
which  are  fastened  developing-formulas  and  such-like  in- 
formation of  use  in  a  dark-room.  Under  this  closet  is  a. 
shelf  where  the  dark- slides  can  be  placed  after  removing  the 
plates  for  developement.  The  top  of  the  closet  is  used  for 
stock-bottles— dry  chemicals,  such  as  alum  and  hypo,  being 
put  in  jars.  The  bottles  for  containing  liquids  are  of  different 
shapes,  so  that  the  bottles  can  be  to  some  extent  recognised 
in  the  dark.  The  window  is  made  of  red  and  orange  glass, 
and  can  be  opened  to  admit  white  light.  The  lamp  is  placed 
outside  the  window,  thus  avoiding  the  heat  and  odour  from 
the  lamp,  which  is  a  great  advantage  in  warm  weather.  The 
ventilators  are  made  by  boring  ten  holes,  1  inch  in  diameter, 
through  the  wall  and  fixing  the  strips  shown  in  fig.  2  on  the 
inside,  the  lower  one  turning  down  and  the  upper  one 
turning  up.  For  the  water-supply,  if  not  convenient 
to  have  a  supply  laid  on,  two  ordinary  pails  and  an  inter- 
mediate wooden  vessel  may  be  used  heavily  coated  inside  witb 
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shellac.  The  water  flows  through  the  faucet  and  rubber  tube 
to  the  bottom  of  the  middle  vessel  which  contains  the  plates, 
giving  a  continual  (low  of  water,  and  then  flows  from  the  top, 
through  another  rubber  tube  inserted  in  a  hole  above  the 
plates.  The  rinsing  between  development  and  fixing  is  dona 

A 


in  the  upper  pail  by  giving  the  plate  a  few  rapid  swishes 
through  the  water.  The  room  built  on  these  lines  is  found 
to  be  well  ventilated  and  although  small  the  arrangement  of 
the  inside  makes  it  unnecessary  to  move  about  much.  The 
•sketches  will  explain  any  points  not  touched  upon  in  the 
description. 

Dark-rooms. 

Leven. — A.  Hogg,  chemist. 
Matlock  Bath. — T.  Asbury. 


IReview. 


.Essentials  \of  Pharmacy  for  Minor  Students.  By  W.  A. 
Knight,  Ph.C,  and  H.  Wootion,  B  Sc.  7|  x  5|.  Pp. 
189.  Illustrated.  London  College,  Clapham  lloau,  S.W. 
4s.  net. 

This  book  has  been  prepared  by  Mr.  W.  A.  Knight  and 
edited  by  Mr.  H.  Wootton,  of  the  London  College  of 
Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  and  does  nofe  profess  to  be  much 
more  than  a  compilation,  but  it  is  an  admirable  one.  The 
information  given  is  of  a  concise  character,  and  bas  been 
directed  especially  with  a  view  to  giviog  students  the  lead- 
ing principles  which  underlie  the  varied  operations  of  phar- 
macy. As  an  instance  that  the  book  is  up  to  date  we  might 
mention  that  Cribb's  condenser,  which  has  only  recently 
"bsen  patented,  is  described  and  illustrated  in  the  chapter  on 
distillation.  A  good  portion  of  the  work  is  necessarily 
taken  up  with  official  pharmacy,  aud  in  this  part  the  oifferent 
classes  of  preparations  are  grouped  together  in  a  manner 
which  is  calculated  to  fix  the  compDsicion  of  the  various 
articles  in  the  minds  of  students.  There  are  also  in  the 
•book  tables  giving  the  proportions  of  active  ingredients  in 
official  preparations,  the  method  of  estimating  active 
principles,  solubilities,  melting- point3,  boiling-points,  limits 
of  ash,  specific  gravities,  and  doses. 


Boston  (U.S.)  imported  chemicals,  drugs  and  dyes  to  the 
-value  of  820,493/.  in  1898. 

Practical  Methods  op  Urine-analysis  —This  im- 
portant subject  is  here  dealt  with  in  an  able  manner,  and 
the  information  given  and  methods  described  are  in  every 
■respect  up  to  date.  It  will  be  found  useful  to  the  ordinary 
medical  practitioner,  as  well  as  to  the  pharmaceutical 
•chemist,  who  is  often  called  tipon  to  matie  such  analyses. 
The  descriptions  are  clear  and  the  illustrations  good. — 
Chemical  News.  [This  book  is  published  by  the  C.  &  D.  at 
Is.  Bd. ;  by  post,  Is.  8d] 


3ava  Cmcbona^plantcrs  Cooperate. 


THE  meeting  between  the  Java  cinchona-planters  and  the 
directors  of  the  Bandong  Quinine- works,  to  which  we 
briefly  referred  a  fortnight  ago,  was  attended  by  some  twenty- 
three  planters  and  other  interested  persons.  The  Chairman, 
Mr.  Mundt,  said  when  the  works  were  started  the  output 
capacity  was  very  limited,  and  the  bark  supplied  could 
not  all  be  dealt  with  promp'ly.  But  no  v  everything 
was  working  smoothly,  and  the  only  difficulty  was 
that  not  enough  bark  was  supplied  to  the  works.  From 
the  discussion  which  followed,  it  appeared  that  the  main 
grievance  against  the  factory  was  the  delay  in  the  payments 
to  the  planters,  but  it  was  stated  that  with  the  pr;sent 
capacity  of  the  works,  when  about  150  tons  of  4-per-cent. 
bark  can  be  dealt  with  per  month,  no  t-uch  delays  would 
occur  in  future.  On  the  other  hand,  the  supply  of  bark 
should  be  regular  and  reliable  ;  it  might  be  of  a  lower  per- 
centage than  4  per  cent. — even  down  to  2  per  cent  — but 
there  fchould  be  a  sufficient  supply  to  keep  the  factory  well 
employed.  The  proposal  to  establish  a  market  for  quinine 
in  Batavia  was  also  discussed  and  generally  approved  of, 
and  a  committee  of  five  (Messrs.  Dinger,  Sythoff,  Bingley, 
Van  Vloten  and  Mauren-Crecher)  was  appointed  to  p'oceed 
in  the  matter.  It  was  pointed  out  that  one  of  the  advan- 
tages of  the  Batavia  market  would  be  that  the  planters 
would  be  able  to  receive  payment  for  the  bark  in  two  or 
three  months  after  supplying  it.  Local  opinion  appears  to 
be  strongly  in  favour  of  the  scheme,  and  we  may  doubtless 
soon  hear  that  the  proposal  has  taken  a  r'elioita  form. 

Since  the  above  was  put  in  type  we  hear  that  on  June  29 
a  further  meeting  was  held  by  ihose  interested  in  cinchona 
and  quinine  in  Batavia.  Those  present  w^re  chiefly  con- 
nected with  banking  and  export  trade,  the  planters,  although 
largely  in  sympathy  with  the  object  o£  the  meeting,  having 
purposely  abstained  from  attending. 

The  President  of  the  Commercial  Association  (Mr. 
Schmiedell)  was  in  the  chair,  and  after  pointing  out  that  it 
was  the  low  price  of  quinine  that  had  led  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Bandong  works,  urged  the  necessity  of  seconding 
the  efforts  of  that  factory,  and  of  liberating  the  cinchona- 
trade  from  the  dictation  of  the  European  makers.  He 
therefore  proposed  that  a  quinine-market  should  be  esta- 
blished in  Java.  A  long  and  interesting  discus -ion  followed, 
the  first  point  raised  being  as  to  whether  the  proposed  sale 
should  be  by  auction,  as  in  England,  or  by  secret  tenders, 
which  are  to  be  opened  at  a  given  day,  and  of  which  the 
highest  is  to  be  accepted.  Tne  second  plan  is  the  one 
resorted  to  in  most  sales  in  Hollaed.  This  question  was 
ultimately  decided  in  favour  of  public  auctions,  and  it  was 
pointed  out  that  the  efficial  taxes  on  produce-auctions  had 
recently  been  reduced  to  k  per  cent.,  plus  ~  per  cent.,  the 
latter  amount  going  towaras  the  support  of  iue  poor-rates. 

It  was  decided  that  the  first  auction  shall  he  held  on 
January  1,  1900,  when  10.C00  kilrs.  (about  3E0  COO  oz  )  of 
quiDice  are  to  be  offered.  This  quinine  is  all  to  be  made  by 
the  Bandong  factory,  and  ij  to  consist  of  several  qn  » 1  i •  ies, 
from  the  high  standard  of  the  third  edition  of  the  Dutch 
Pharmacopoeia  down  to  the  more  commercial  grades. 
Samples  of  25  grammes  each  are  to  be  available  gratuitously 
on  September  30.  They  will  be  suppbed,  however,  only  on 
application,  except  in  the  case  of  some  large  European 
buyers,  to  whom  they  will  be  sent.  The  idea  is  to  make  the 
lots  as  small  as  possible,  in  order  to  enable  pharmacists  and 
other  small  buyers  to  compete.  Each  lot  bas  therefore  been 
fixed  at  25  t  i!os.  net,  to  be  packed  in  cases  containing  25  tins 
of  1  kilo,  net  each. 

The  Bandong  factory  is  to  guarantee  the  quality  according 
to  sample,  and  regulations  with  reiard  to  the  settlement  of 
claims  are  to  be  drawn  up  and  published  shortly.  Payment 
is  to  be  made  one  month  after  the  sale,  and  two  months  are 
to  be  allowed  for  delivery,  which  will  be  made  either  at 
Batavia  or  at  the  sbipp'ng  port  of  Tanojong  Priok  A  com- 
mittee of  three  commercial  men  and  one  chemist  was 
appointed  to  settle  the  details. 

It  was  further  announced  that  the  drectors  of  the  Bandong 
factory  intend  to  give  to  those  planters  who  will  er.ter 
into  a  contract  to  supply  them  regularly  with  bark  a  share  of 
50  per  cent,  in  the  net  profits  above  6  per  cent. 
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EMBROCATION 


In  bottles  to  retiil  at 


Sc3.,     1/-,     and  2/6, 


AND  OTHER 


DISINFECTANTS 

SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Kingzett's  Patents) 

tw.,  9A,  and  1/-  each. 
PRESERVED  PEROXIDE    OF  HYDROGEN 

(Kingzett's  Patent'. 
MOTH  PAPER,  BLOCKS  AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED   DESTROYER,  &c,  &c. 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON 

and  636-642  W.  55  Stbbet,  NEW  YOKK. 


WILCOX  &  CO., 

83  Mortimer   Street,  LONDON,  W. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF    PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES. 


FRENCH^  GERMAN 
PROPRIETARY  MEDICINES 


ORDERS    PROMPTLY    EXECUTED.      LOWEST  PRICES. 


66 


59 


Oan  be  obtained  from  all  Chemists, 
Grocers,  &c,  in  4-oz.  Tins, 
price  Is. 


GRIMBLE'S 
PURE 
VINEGAR 

Brewery  :  LONDON,  N.  W. 


PEPSALIA 

Bears  a  good  profit,  and  may  be  obtained 
through  the  Wholesale  Trade. 


Proprietor, CEREB08  LTD.,  8  Maiden  Line,  London,  E.C. 


HORLICK'S 

MALTED  MILK 


FOR 


Oan  be 
obtained    from  all 
Chemists,  Grocers,  &c,  in  4-oz. 
Tins,  price  Is. 

SOLD  WHOLESALE  BY 

GEO.  HEISON,  DALE  &  CO.,  Id. 

14  DOW  GAT  F  KILL,  LONDON,  E.C. 


Infants  &  Invalids. 

Our  New  Illustrated  Booklet.  "LITTLE  MISS  MUFFET,"  charms 
all  who  see  it.  Send  Trade  Card  and  ask  fop  supply. 


34    FARRINGDON    ROAD,  E.C. 


3.  MITMFORD 

FARRINGDON    ROAD,    LONDON,  _E.C.  


No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

16/ J3 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

19  /cwt. 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

14/oSJ 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25/  cwt. 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA) 

15/ctJ 

No.  2  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

21/ctt. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 

15/cfJ 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE  EARTH" 
(Toilet  purposes). 

18/ cwt. 

Finest 
TART  ACID 

Low st  Cur. 
Prices 

Finest  Pure 
TOILfT  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/ cwt.' 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/10.S 

Finest 
ARROWROOT 

/9lb-  l 

4<  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  200  miles  of  London 
(or  allowance  made  lor  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  of  112  lbs. 
and  upwards  of  above  articles.    Smaller  parcels  delivered  free  on  rail 
London  at  above  prices. 

"  Trifles  make  perfection,  but  perfection  is  no  trifle." 


If  you  aim  at  perfection,  use 


Fletchers'  Concentrated  Liquors 


JEMtodal  Comments. 


The  Betterment  of  Pharmacy. 

Thebb  are  signs  that  with  the  prorogation  of  the;Houses 
of  Parliament  the  drug-trade  will  have  a  respite  from- 
threatened  interferences  with  their  rights  for  a  few  months 
at  least.  The  present  therefore  seems  to  be  a  favourable 
opportunity  to  restate  the  various  suggestions,  having  for 
their  object  the  betterment  of  pharmacy,  which  have  been 
made  during  the  past  few  months.    Most  of  the  schemes 
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have  something  to  say  on  the  company-pharmacy  question, 
which  is  by  common  consent  recognised  as  the  most  urgent 
leak  in  the  pharmaceutic  craft.  The  Pharmaceutical  Council 
(Great  Britain)  was  believed  to  have  no  policy,  but  at  last 
week's  meeting  Mr.  Carteighe  declared  that  it  had  had  a 
policy  all  along,  and  that  the  policy  was  to  oppose  the  Lord 
Chancellor's  views.  This  is  delightfully  vague,  and  in 
marked  contrast  to  the  Irish  Council's  consistent  pushing  of 
its  view  that  the  Companies  Act  only  acknowledges  the 
right  of  registration  for  a  "lawful  purpose,"  and  it  holds 
that  evading  the  Pharmacy  Act  is  not  a  lawful  purpose,  and 
that  such  registration  is  an  abuse  of  the  Companies  Acts. 
The  abortive  suggestions  from  Blackburn  via  Bloomsbury 
for  a  draft  Pharmacy  Bill  which  the  Lord  Chancellor  treated 
so  curtly  bad,  we  are  told,  the  unanimous  approval  of  the 
Council,  and  give  some  clue  to  its  views.  In  these 
suggestions  it  was  proposed  that  "  person  "  in  the  Pharmacy 
Act  should  include  a  company  (partnership,  association  of 
persons,  or  body  corporate).  It  was  considered  advisable  for 
consistency's  sake  to  curtail  the  time  in  which  an  executor, 
administrator,  or  trustee  could  carry  on  a  deceased  chemist's 
business,  the  limit  being  fixed  at  twelve  months. 

The  Edinburgh  suggestions  propose  that  companies 
(societies,  corporations,  business  firms,  trustees,  executors,  or 
administrators)  shall  be  registered  and  employ  a  qualified 
manager.  The  companies  are  not  to  use  the  title  chemist 
(chemist,  druggist,  chemist  and  druggist,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  pharmaceutist,  or  pharmacist)  except  in  connection 
with  the  qualified  manager's  name.  These  suggestions  also 
give  an  idea  of  the  machinery  which  would  be  necessary  to 
carry  them  into  effect.  A  Registrar  would  be  appointed 
who  would  keep  a  register  of  drug  companies.  The  regis- 
tration-fee would  be  five  guineas  (except  from  thosecompanies 
carrying  on  a  chemist's  business  before  the  Bill  becamelaw), 
and  an  annual  fee  of  one  guinea  would  also  be  required. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Parker's  scheme  is  to  register  all  shops,  e3ch  of 
which  would  require  to  have  a  qualified  manager.  This 
would  apply  equally  to  chemists'  head  establishments  and 
branches,  doctors'  open  shops,  and  companies.  Mr.  Parker 
also  hjlds  that  if  medical  men  keep  open  shop  they  should 
have  a  pharmaceutical  qualification  or  employ  a  manager 
with  such  qualification.  An  official  would  be  appointed 
to  register  both  shop3  and  managers.  Of  the  other  suggestions 
sent  in  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  one  is  to  again  test 
the  legality  of  persons  in  the  guise  of  limited  companies 
using  the  titles  protected  by  the  Pharmacy  Act ;  and  it  is 
also  suggested  that  a  settlement  of  the  professional  status  of 
the  chemist  would  lay  the  foundation  for  the  natural  outcome 
that "  they  who  cannot  qualify  should  not  practise  pharmacy." 
That  is  not  a  suggestion  which  could  be  embodied  in  a 
parliamentary  measure,  nor  is  the  one  which  proposes  to 
boycott  store  assistants. 

Leaving  the  company- question,  we  may  consider  some 
other  suggestions  for  the  betterment  of  pharmacy.  Exten- 
sion of  the  poisons  schedule  is  put  forward  in  some  quarters, 
the  idea  being  to  include  such  potent  articles  as  ammonia 
and  mineral  acids ;  further,  that  a  schedule  should  be  formed 
of  purely  medicinal  preparations  which  could  be  sold  only 
by  registered  chemists.  The  suggestions  for  a  draft  Pharmacy 
Bill  asked  that  "  medicines  "  be  sold  only  by  qualified  persons  ; 
"potent  remedies,"  "medicines  or  chemicals  not  necessarily 
poisonous,  but  strong  or  dangerous  enough  to  demand  special 
knowledge  and  care  in  their  handling  and  sale  " ;  and  a 
Part  III.  to  the  poisons  schedule  is  how  others  put  it.  As 
regards  dispensing,  the  Blackburn-  rid-  Bloomsbury  suggestions 
for  a  drafo  Bill  would  restrict  it  to  qualified  parsons,  the 
restrictions  extending  in  the  Edinburgh  suggestions  to  all 
public  institutions.    Dispensing  and  compounding  are  alike 
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included  ;  and  the  dispensing  of  veterinary  as  well  as  ordinary 
medical  prescriptions  would  by  some  be  restricted  to  chemists ; 
and  it  is  also  maintained  that  all  medical  practitioners  should 
emp'.oy  propsrly  qualified  dispensers.  The  exemption  of 
all  chemists  from  jury-service  is  advocated,  also  that  firms 
trading  under  ancient  titles  or  non-descriptive  titles  shoul<> 
exhibit  the  name  of  the  qualified  manager  or  present  owner. 
Some  urge  that  a  distinctive  title  for  chemists  would  be  a 
right  step ;  others  long  for  an  inspector  to  find  out  cases  of 
Pharmacy  Act  infringement ;  and  a  compulsory  curriculum  is 
considered  by  a  few  to  be  the  first  step  in  betterment.  Whab 
these  last-named  suggestors  want  is  a  three  years'  appren- 
ticeship, to  be  followed  by  a  six  months' course  at  a  school  o£ 
pharmacy.  The  purity  of  the  register  is  regarded  by  one 
councillor  at  least  as  a  requisite  step  towards  progress,  and  he 
would  seek  power  to  remove  the  names  of  chemists  from  the 
register  for  infamous  conduct.  Reform  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Council  is  according  to  some  urgently  needed,  especially 
public  discussion  of  important  subjects  affecting  trade* 
interests  and  redistribution  of  the  work  of  the  Council.  An 
extended  system  of  local  secretaryships  was  advocated  early 
in  the  year,  the  idea  being  to  bring  chemists  more  in  toucb 
with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  The  Medicine-stamp  Acts, 
it  is  suggested,  should  be  abolished  as  being  anomalous  ;  and 
lastly,  to  prevent  unfair  cutting,  owners  of  proprietary  articles 
should  place  their  goods  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list. 

All  these  are  the  idea?  for  betterment  which  held  the 
field  before  the  Federation  of  Local  Associations  last  week 
gave  its  programme  to  the  world.  This  being  the  dull  season, 
we  have  collected  them  together  with  the  idea  of  showing 
the  trade  what  the  materials  are  from  which  a  policy  has 
to  be  constructed.  Which  things  are  essential  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  pharmacy  as  a  semi-professional  calling  ?  Which 
will  legislators  take  up  as  national  needs  1 


The  lonone  Case. 

The  recent  decision  of  Mr.  Justice  Cozens-Hardy  in  the- 
ionone-patent  case,  which  we  reported  at  some  leogth  last 
week,  may,  we  think,  be  regarded  as  settling  definitely  the 
question  of  the  validity  of  the  ionone  patent  in  so  far  as  the 
points  raised  by  the  petitioners  are  concerned.  Indeed,  these- 
p  Dints  appear  to  us  to  have  been  so  unimportant  that  the  case 
was  practically  settled  directly  they  were  stated.  It  is  note  - 
worthy that  no  attempt  was  made  to  invalidate  the  patent 
on  the  basis  of  Stiehl's  recent  announcement  of  the  dis- 
covery of  three  isomeric  aldehydes  in  lemongrass  oil,  and 
his  statement  that  citral  was  chiefly  produced  by  an. 
isomeric  change  induced  by  the  action  of  the  acid  sulphite 
of  sodium,  which  usually  contains  excess  of  sulphurous 
acid.  If  Stiehl's  work  could  be  substantiated,  Tiemann'& 
patent  would,  it  appears  to  us,  be  in  a  far  less  secure  condi- 
tion than  it  is  now.  The  petitioners  in  the  late  action  could 
not  have  overlooked  this,  and  the  natural  inference  is  that 
they  did  not  consider  that  Stiehl's  hypothesis  was  iu 
accordance  with  facts.  Whether  future  litigation  will  take 
place  in  this  direction  or  not  it  is  impossible  to  say,  but  we 
should  hardly  think  it  probable.  For  since  Stiehl  published 
his  paper,  overwhelming  evidence,  supported  by  Tiemann, 
Doebner,  Semmler,  and  several  other  well-known  workers  on, 
citral,  has  been  brought  forward  to  show  that  Stiehl  is 
wroDg,  and  no  serious  attempt  has  been  made  by  the  last- 
named  to  jastify  his  original  statements. 

The  recent  litigation  is  of  sufficient  interest  to  justify  oux 
recapitulating  the  main  facts  about  the  ionone  discovery. 
The  similarity  between  the  perfume  of  orris-root  and  violets 
led  Tiemann  to  believe  that  the  odoriferous  principle  was. 
ilentical  in  both  cases,  and  on  account  of  the  impossibility 
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of  obtaining  enough  oil  of  violets  to  work  upon,  his  researches 
commenced  with  oil  of  orris.  Somj  tan  years  or  more  elapsed 
before  his  efforts—  materially  assisted;  by  Krujer—  were 
crowned  with  success.  Eventually  they  (isolated  the 
characteristic  odour-bearer  oE  orris-root,  which  proved  to  ba 
a  ketone  of  the  formula  CuH20O,  to  which  they  gave  the 
name  irone.  Attempts  were  made  to  synthesise  this  body, 
and  the  condensation  of  citral  with  acetone  in  the  presence 
of  alkalies  was  expected  to  yield  the  desired  result.  An 
isomeric  ketone  resulted,  however,  which  Tiemann  called 
pseudo-ionone,  according  to  the  equation 

C10H1GO  +  (CH3).,-CO  =  C13H20O  +  H20. 

Pieudo-ionone  was  described  in  the  patent-specification  (No. 
3,736  of  1893)  as  having  a  sp.  gr.  '904,  but  more  recent 
researches  showed  that  this  should  be  -8984.  Such  points, 
however,  involving  slight  corrections  due  to  further  research 
do  not  invalidate  a  patent.  This  body,  pseudo-ionone,  is 
heated  with  dilute  sulphuric  acid  and  a  little  glycerin,  or 
with  alkalies  (barium  hydroxide  is  preferable),  when  it 
undergoes  an  isomeric  change  and  yields  the  ketone,  ionone. 
This  body  is  an  oil  of  sp.  gr.  -9351,  boiling  at  126-128°  at 
12  mm.  pressure,  and  has  refractive  indexl507.  Itis  optically 
inactive.  It  has  a  characteristic  odour  of  violets,  with  a 
secondary  odour  of  vine-blossom.  It  appears  to  real  ad- 
vantage only  when  extremely  dilute.  The  constitution 
originally  put  forward  by  Tiemann  has  now  been  abandoned, 
and  this  chemist  now  regards  ionone  as  being  represented  as 
follows : — 

C(0Hs)2 
H2C  |'/N|  OH  CH;CH-CO-CH3 

ETgC  C.CH3 

Last  year  Tiemann  succeeded  in  resolving  ionone  into  two 
structurally  identical  isomer,  which  he  termed  a-ionone  and 
^3-ionone.  Tiemann  and  Kriiger  obtained  ionone  by  heating 
pseudo-ionone  with  dilute  sulphuric  acid.  De  Laine, 
however,  using  strong  sulphuric  acid,  obtained  a  similar 
body,  but  which  yielded  different  derivatives.  This  is  the 
older  "  isoionone,"  or,  as  we  now  know  it,  j3-ionone.  The 
original  ionone  yields  a-ionone  by  converting  it  into  its 
crystalline  oxime,  which  is  recrjstallised  from  petroleum. 
The  ketone  is  regenerated  from  this  by  treatment  with 
dilute  sulphuric  acid.  The  resulting  ketone  is  a-ionone,  an 
oil  of  sp.  gr.  -932,  boiling  at  123-124°  at  11  mm ,  and  134- 
136°  at  17  mm.  Its  refractive  index  is  1498;  its  semi- 
carbazone  melts  at  107-108°,  and  its  oxime  at  89-90°. 
^3-ionone  is  obtained  from  the  commercial  product  by  means 
of  its  semi-carbazone,  which  crystallises  more  readily  than 
the  corresponding  a  compound.  It  boils  at  127-129°  at 
10  mm.,  and  has  a  sp.  gr.  946  and  a  refractive  index  1  521. 
The  semi-carbazone  melts  at  148-149°,  and  the  oxime  is  an 
oil.  The  commercial  product  sold  is  a  10-per-cent.  solution 
of  "ionone" — the  mixture  of  the  two  bodies — in  alcohol. 


The  New  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

The  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Commons  for  last 
Monday  contained  the  announcement  that  the  Lords'  Amend- 
ments to  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill  were  considered 
and  agreed  to.  The  Bill  has  since  received  the  Royal  assent, 
and  is  therefore  now  an  Act  of  Parliament. 

In  the  passage  of  this  measure  through  the  Houses  of 
Commons  and  Lords  it  has  become  considerably  toned  down 
and  shorn  of  the  novel  principles  which  were  the  distinguish- 
ing features  of  the  original  Bill.  A  good  deal  of  energy  was 
expended  in  trying  to  get  a  clause  passed  enacting  that 


invoices  should  be  a  sufficient  warranty  between  retailer  and 
wholesaler,  but  the  clause  was  rejected  by  the  Commons, 
and  the  attempt  which  it  was  thought  would  be  made  to 
re-introduce  it  in  the  Lords  did  not  take  place.  It  will  ke 
remembered  that  the  Grand  Oommittee  provided  that 
invoices  should  have  the  force  of  warranties,  but  that  the 
House  of  Commons  decided  by  a  very  pronounced  majority 
to  leave  the  amendment  out.  Much  disappointment  was 
caused  in  some  quarters  by  the  omission  of  what  at  first 
glance  looked  a  very  simple  proposal,  but  we  cannot  see  that 
it  would  have  been  an  altogether  advantageous  enactment 
from  the  point  of  view  of  a  chemist.  The  retailer  can  still  get 
protecting  warranties  from  the  wholesaler,  and  it  is  possible 
that  an  unhealthy  state  of  tradiDg  might  have  been 
induced  if  absolute  reliance  had  been  placed  on 
the  invoice-warranty  and  retailers  completely  absolved 
from  their  responsibilities.  We  will  not  enter  into  the 
difficulties  which  would  have  ensued  when  pharmaceutical 
preparations  of  a  notoriously  changeable  nature  had  been 
indifferently  stored  for  a  few  months,  or  into  the  still 
greater  difficulty  of  identifying  samples  of  galenicals,  but 
defer  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  till  the 
threatened  amending  Bill  comes  before  Parliament.  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  we  may  here  remind  our  readers,  advises  re- 
tailers to  insist  on  warranties,  which,  while  they  will  entail 
more  trouble,  will  place  them  in  the  same  legal  position  as  if 
the  invoice  were  a  warranty.  The  House  of  Lords' amendments 
were  not  numerous,  the  most  important  one  being  the  sub- 
section moved  by  Viscount  Cross.  This  amendment,  which 
was  inserted  at  the  second  reading,  provides  that — 

Every  person  who,  in  respect  of  an  article  of  food  or  drug  sold 
by  him  as  principal  or  agent,  gives  to  the  purchaser  a  false 
warranty  in  writing  shall  be  liable  on  summary  conviction,  for 
the  first  offence  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  20/.,  for  the  second  offence 
to  a  fine  not  exceeding  50/.,  and  for  any  subsequent  offence  to  a 
fine  not  exceeding  100/ ,  unless  he  proves  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Court  that  when  he  gave  the  warranty  lie  had  reason  to  believe 
that  the  statements  or  descriptions  contained  therein  were  true. 

The  punishment  for  a  giver  of  false  warranties  is  a  severe 
one,  and  may  lead  to  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  whole- 
salers to  give  warranties  unless  under  exceptional  circum- 
stances, as  it  might  not  always  be  an  easy  mat:er  to  prove 
to  the  satisfaction  of  a  Court  that  the  guarantor  believed 
"the  statements  or  descriptions  contained  therein  were 
true."  The  measure,  of  course,  is  of  wider  importance  to 
kindred  trades,  such  as  the  grocer.  Margarine  figures  in  it 
to  such  a  degree  that  it  is  declared  to  be  only  another 
Margarine  Act.  Butter-fat  must  not  be  present  in  margarine 
in  a  larger  proportion  than  10  per  cent.— a  provision  designed 
to  prevent  the  sale  of  "high-class"  mixtures  resembling 
butter  in  physical  characteristics,  and  which  resemblance  is 
brought  about  by  the  admixture  of  a  goodly  proportion  of 
butter  wiih  the  margarine.  There  is,  therefore,  no  inter- 
mediate product  allowed :  a  customer  must  have  either  butter 
or  margarine,  and  it  is  thought  will  be  easily  able  to  dis- 
tinguish one  from  the  other 

Thus  it  comes  about  that  after  years  of  incubation  and  a 
storm  of  opposition  a  new  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  of 
the  scantiest  possible  dimensions  is  given  to  the  country, 
and  only  waits  to  have  its  practicability  tested  in  the  law 
courts.   __ 

The  Companies  Bill. 

The  Loed  Chancellor  made  some  observations  as  to  the 
inclusion  of  the  medical  and  pharmaceutical  clauses  in  the 
Companies  Bill  at  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill  in  the  House 
of  Lords  last  Thursday  which  possess  considerable  signifi- 
cance. We  must  confess,  however,  that  the  speech  is  a 
little  difficult  to  follow ;  but  it  undoubtedly  shows  that  the 
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Lord  Chancellor  has  very  pronounced  views  on  the  matter 
of  company -pharmacy.  He  is  strongly  convinced  lhat  a 
company  ooght  not  to  be  permitted  to  do  what  a  private 
person  is  prohibited  from  doing,  and  that  the  public  must 
be  protected  against  practices  of  that  sort.  The  Lord 
Chancellor  then  enlarges  on  the  meaning  of  the  word 
'  person,"  which  in  the  case  of  a  qualification  must 
mean  a  natural  person,  and  not  a  company.  It  will 
be  observed  that  the  "professions"  are  spoken  of  in 
this  connection,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  his  Lordship 
looks  upon  pharmacy  as  a  profession  or  not  after 
the  pronounced  differentiation  of  pharmacy  from  medicine 
which  places  them  in  separate  and  very  different  clauses. 
Later  on  he  says  it  is  desirable  to  guard  very  carefully  the 
language  used,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  any  vested  interesti 
on  the  one  hand,  or,  on  the  other  band,  expose  the  public 
to  the  dangers  of  the  practising  of  unqualified  persons  as 
dispensers.  This  reference  to  dispensing  seems  to  indicate 
that  the  Lord  Chancellor  is  only  partially  aware  of  the  fine 
distinctions  in  the  Pharmacy  Acts  of  Great  Britain.  It 
would  also  appear  that  his  Lordahip  has  made  a  study  of 
the  pharmacy  laws,  but  it  seems  to  us  that  his  studies  might 
have  been  further  forwarded  if  the  Council  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  had  only  seen  their  way  to  have  offered  the 
assistance  of  their  expert  knowledge  of  the  pharmacy 
laws,  instead  of  sitting  on  the  fence  and  waiting  to  see 
what  would  happen.  To  allow  the  Companies  Bill  to  pass 
through  the  Hou^e  of  Lords  without  a  single  suggestion  or 
protest  from  the  official  representatives  of  pharmacy  in  this 
country  is  surely  a  blunder,  and  hardly  respectful  to  the 
ruling  powers,  whose  aid  on  such  an  ocsasion  mij.ht  be  of 
incalculable  benefit  to  pharmacy. 


CUTTING  IN  HOMEOPATHIC  MEDICINES. 

The  Homoeopathic  World,  referring  to  the  correspondence 
which  is  takiDg  place  in  our  columns  with  regard  to  the 
cutting  of  prices  in  homoeopathic  medicines,  quotes  our 
remaiks  on  the  subject  (see  C.  $  B.,  July  24,  page  1001)  in 
full,  and  says  that  "  demoralisation  "  is  the  only  word  to 
describe  that  state  of  things.  It  is  impossible,  continues 
the  World,  to  have  homceDpathic  medicines  cheap  and  at 
the  same  time  good  Tbe  expense  is  not  so  much  in  the 
material  as  in  the  character,  honesty,  and  scrupulous  care  of 
those  who  are  employed  to  select,  prepare,  and  dispense 
them.  They  know  of  one  case  in  which  a  patient,  who  was  a 
principal  ia  one  of  the  great  emporiums,  purchased  his 
homoeopathic  medicines  at  the  drug- department  of  bis  stores, 
and  found  thai  he  got  no  good  out  of  them.  Prescriptions 
made  up  there  never  worked.  His  medical  man,  having  dis- 
covered what  he  was  doing,  showed  him  the  error  of  his 
ways,  and  sent  him  to  a  homoeopathic  chemist  of  standing, 
when  there  was  a  different  tale  to  tell.  "  The  cheap  homoeo- 
pathic medicines,"  comments  our  contemporary  succinctly, 
"  are  very  dear  at  the  price." 

DRUG-ANALYSTS. 

The  Irish  Local  Government  Bjard  have  declined  to 
sanction  the  appointment  of  another  pharmactutical  chemist 
as  a  diug-analyet  because  he  is  not  a  Fellow  of  the  Institute 
of  Chemistry.  We  have  previously  pointed  out  that  this 
fellowship  is  no  guarantee  that  persons  holding  the  title  are 
efficient  analysts  of  drugs,  while  those  who  hold  the  licence 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  have  proved 
their  competence  in  this  direction.  The  Local  Government 
Board's  letters  suggest  that  they  have  obtained  some  kind  of 
a  formula  of  objection  to  other  than  F.I.C.'s,  and  it  appears 
that  the  analy?ts  who  will  meet  their  approval  must  have 
passed  the  Institute's  examination  in  materia  medica,  &c, 
As  far  as  we  are  aware,  there  is  not  a  single  Fellow  of  the 


Institute  in  Ireland  who  has  done  60.  The  Fellows  of  the 
Institute  generally  have  discouraged  this  venture  of  their 
Council ;  the  first  examination  was  practically  boycotted, 
and  only  about  half-a-dozen  persons  have  passed  it,  so  that 
the  conditions  laid  down  by  the  L.G.B.  are  really  unattain- 
able at  present.  The  position  of  drug-analyst  requires 
extensive  pharmaceutical  knowledge  rather  than  ordinary 
analytical  skill.  Most  of  the  materials  which  will  come  into 
the  hands  of  the  analysts  are  not  amenable  to  ordinary 
analytical  processes;  but  the  licentiates  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  have  that  skill  and  knowledge  which  should  enable 
them  to  judge  whether  pharmacopfcial  chemicals,  drugs,  and 
galenical  preparations  are  in  accordance  with  the  standards 
of  the  British  Pharmacopeia,  or  are  equal  in  quality  to 
samples  submitted.  We  strongly  urge,  therefore,  that  the 
Local  Government  Board  should  recognise  that  this  new 
position  is  one  totally  distinct  from  that  of  public  analyst 
and  that  this  is  a  case  in  which  they  should  be  advised  by 
pharmaceutical  rather  than  chemical  authorities. 

DOCTORS'  PERQUISITES. 

From  a  recent  issue  of  the  Daily  Chronicle  we  learn  that 
the  President  of  the  British  Medical  Association,  in  his 
opening  address  at  Portsmouth  last  week,  a  propos  of  the 
charges  brought  against  the  profession  by  the  London 
Chamber  of  Commerce  with  regard  to  secret  commissions, 
"  solemnly  announced  that  the  Council  had,  after  inquiry, 
found  that  commissions  had  been  occasionally  offered,  but 
not  commissions  to  do  things,  but  presents  for  wcrk  accom- 
plished." A  correspondent  to  that  paper,  who  professed  an 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  subject,  and  who  was  in  con- 
stant association  with  the  medical  profession  in  London,  then 
proceeds  to  give  his  views  on  the  subject.  Judging  from 
actual  facts,  he  says,  as  well  as  from  general  remarks  heard 
in  conversation,  the  possibilities  of  perquisites  in  tbe 
medical  profession  are  such  as  would  excite  the  envy  of 
many  an  hotel-manager.  A  doctor  with  a  fairly  extensive 
practice  in  London  or  in  any  of  the  large  cities  or  towns  can 
materially  supplement  his  professional  income  by  responding 
to  the  invitations  of  druggists,  both  wholesale  and  retail, 
wine-merchants,  manufacturers  of  extracts  of  meat,  hotel- 
proprietors,  dairy-companies,  sanitary- appliance  dealers,  and 
undertakers.  A  noted  metropolitan  doctor,  whose  vast 
influence  was  sufficient  to  make  a  success  of  anything  suit- 
able for  sick  and  delicate  persons,  never  made  any  secret  of 
the  great  value  of  the  share  which  he  some  years  ago 
accepted  in  the  fortunes  of  a  well-known  commodity. 
Another  doctor  was  in  the  habit  of  receiving  every  Christ- 
mas a  case  of  champagne  and  two  turkejs  from  three 
undertakers  respectively.  More  than  one  London  prac- 
titioner of  good  professional  standing  has  had  his  name 
coupled  with  that  of  some  prosperous  dispensing  chemist. 
A  doctor  has  been  known  to  take  his  wife  to  the  theatre  at 
the  expense  of  a  firm  of  wholesale  druggists,  who,  as  a 
business  investment,  had  bought  up  some  dozens  of  stalls 
for  a  play  on  which  there  was  a  great  run.  The  secretary 
of  one  of  the  hospitals  once  remarked  to  tbe  writer  of  the 
article  that  if  the  makers  of  surgical  instruments  and 
medical  appliances  were  to  stop  giving  presents  to  the 
profession  there  would  be  a  considerablj  decrease  in  the 
expenditure  on  account  of  such  articles  in  at  least  two  or 
three  big  hospitals.  Some  of  these  remarks  may  be  quite  true, 
but  they  are  too  vague  to  be  of  the  slightest  practical  value. 

AN  EXPENSIVE  TONIC. 
As  a  warning  to  others,  Mr.  E.  Harrington,  of  Cadogan 
Place,  W.,  writing  to  the  Morning  Potf,  July  28,  tells  of  a 
somewhat  novel  and  extremely  barefaced  fraud  recently 
practised  upon  his  servant.  D  aring  his  absence  from  London 
on  Saturday,  a  boy,  who  professed  to  come  from  a  drug- 
establishment  in  the  neighbourhood,  called  with  a  bottle  of 
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medicine  done  up  in  white  piper  and  addressed  to  him,  with 
"7s.  4|<Z.  tj  pay"  written  on  the  parcel.  He  asked  the 
servant  for  payment,  which  wa3  refused,  as  there  was  no 
bill.  The  boy  left  the  bottle,  bat  after  a  short  interval  he 
returned,  saying  that  the  bill  was  at  the  shop,  and  that  the 
parcel  was  to  be  paid  for  on  delivery.  The  servant  having 
again  refused  to  pay,  the  boy  went  away  and  returned  the 
third  time  with  a  receipted  bill  from  the  drug  establishment 
f  or  7s.  b\d.  The  "servant,  without  examining  the  bill,  then 
paid  the  money.  Needless  to  say,  nothing  had  been  ordered, 
and  the  whole  thing  was  a  swindle.  Someone,  presumably 
the  perpetrator  of  the  fraud,  had  bought  fourpennyworth  of 
liquorice,  and  had  been  given  a  receipted  bill  for  it.  He  had 
then  added  on  7s.  Q\d.  and  presented  the  bill  to  the  servant. 
Of  course,  the  slightest  examination  of  the  document  would 
have  revealed  the  trick  at  once.  The  parcel  contained  an 
ordinary  graduated  medicine-bottle,  and  on  a  plain  label  (no 
chemist's  name  on  it)  was  inscribed :  "  The  tonic — One 
tablespoonful  three  times  a  day  in  same  of  water — Mrs. 
Carnegie."  The  label  is  written  in  an  apparently  profes- 
sional hand,  and  the  victim  of  the  fraud  expresses  a  desire 
to  restore  the  bottle  to  the  lady  for  whom  it  was  prescribed, 
if  she  will  communicate  with  him— a  course  which  might 
also  be  the  means  of  tracing  the  perpetrator  of  the  swindle. 

AN  AUSTRALIAN  PHARMACEUTICAL  FORMULARY. 

We  hear  from  our  Melbourne  office  that  a  movement  is  on 
•foot  there  for  getting  a  formulary  of  unofficial  remedies. 
Mr.  Kankin,  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Victorian 
SDciety,  has  initiated  the  scheme.  He  aims  at  securing  an 
agreement  among  pharmacists  as  to  reliable  and  elegant 
formulae  for  preparations  concerning  which  uncertainty 
exists ;  then  to  secure  the  approval  of  the  medical  organi- 
sations ;  to  publish  a  set  of  formulas ;  and  finally  to  send 
samples  of  the  preparations  with  formulae  and  doses  to 
every  medical  practitioner  in  the  colony.  He  has  secured 
the  support  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
and  a  committee,  consisting  of  the  President  (Mr.  Wm.  Witt, 
J. P.),  the  Vice-President  (Mr.  Church),  and  Mr.  Rankin 
^convener),  has  been  appointed.  The  original  outline  of  the 
scheme  contemplates  its  extension  throughout  Australasia, 
and  as  far  as  can  be  at  present  judged  it  is  likely  to  be 
successful. 

MEDICAL  APPROVAL. 

It  was  to  be  expected  that  recent  offioial  pharmaceutical 
utterances  oa  the  companies  question  would  give  satisfaction 
to  the  British  Medical  Journal.  Referring  to  an  editorial 
in  our  Bloomsbury  contemporary  on  July  22,  the  B.MJ. 
remarks :  — 

It  appears  that  unanimity  has  not  yet  been  attained.  Many 
■chemists  are  very  reluctant  to  give  up  the  so-called  widows' 
clause,  which  permits  a  business  to  be  carried  on  by  the  executors 
of  a  deceased  chemist ;  that  is  to  say,  by  unqualified  masters. 
The  abandonment  of  this  clause  must  be  a  necessary  antecedent 
to  the  imposition  of  further  restrictions.  Opinion  seems  to  be 
becoming  more  favourable  to  the  Lord  Chancellor's  proposition 
— namely,  that  a  company  might  conduct  the  business  so  long  as 
it  employs  qualified  assistants — though  it  may  be  presumed  that 
the  chemist  will  as  strenuously  as  ever  contest  the  unjust  as- 
sumption of  title.  The  article  goes  so  far  as  to  say  that,  although 
there  is  ample  opportunity  for  seeking  amended  legislation, 
■"with  many  others  disinclination  to  accept  the  other  conse- 
■quences  of  such  an  amendment  has  prevailed  to  such  an  extent 
;as  to  prove  an  insuperable  obstacle,"  and  "  the  prospect  of 
•obtaining  practically  unanimous  support  from  all  registered 
persons  seems  to  be  at  least  as  remote  as  that  of  securing  the 
equally  indispensable  support  from  the  Government."  These 
remarks  are  obviously  intended  to  have  a  wider  application  than 
to  the  pharmacy  clause  of  the  Companies  Bill.  Without  straining 
their  meaning,  they  may  be  fairly  read  as  bearing  upon  this,  and 
.as  marking  a  material  change  of  front  so  far  as  practical  action 
'is  concerned.  The  Companies  Bill  has  passed  the  stage  of  com- 
mittee in  the  House  of  Lords  without  amendment,  and  we  may 
confidently  look  forward  to  its  being  introduced  into  the  House 
■of  Commons  at  an  early  period  of  the  next  Session.  If  the  phar- 
maceutical chemists  will  let  the  medical  clause  alone,  then  and 


on!;/  then  can  we  cordially  promise  them  all  the  support  we  are 
able  to  offer  in  enabling  them  to  get  passed  such  a  pharmacy 
clause  as  shall  be  found  acceptable. 

We  have  italicised  some  parts  of  this  medical  deliverance, 
which  is  largely  the  deduction  drawn  from  the  Bloomsbury 
opinion.    The  last  is  a  particularly  sly  suggestion. 

A  CHANCE  FOR  THE  C.A.U. 
The  question,  of  the  amelioration  of  the  chemist's 
assistant's  lot  is  one  which  crops  up  periodically  in  news- 
paper- 3olumns  throughout  the  country.  The  latest  cry  is 
from  Glasgow,  a  gentleman  with  the  not-too-strictly- 
pharmaceutical  nom  de  plume  of  "  Castor  Oil  and  Stamps  " 
giving  his  views  on  the  subject  to  readers  of  the  Glasgow 
Eeening  News.  "  There  is  no  use  beating  about  the  bush 
longer,"  says  the  St.  Mungo  scribe;  "what  the  druggists' 
and  chemists'  assistants  want  is  amalgamation.  Other  trades 
and  profestions  have  their  trades  unions  and  institutes  ; 
why  not  this  much-maligned  class  of  shop-assistants  ? 
Cannot  we  organise  1  Is  it  not  possible  for  an  association 
to  be  formed  whereby  the  chemists'  and  druggists'  assistants 
of  Scotland  maybe  banded  together,  so  that  they  may  te 
able  to  fight  against  the  lucre-loving  masters  of  aqua  and 
the  unprincipled  generators  of  long  hours  and  Sunday  labour 
in  this  trade  1 " 

CLAUDE  BERNARD'S  PHARMACY-TRAINING. 
The  last  volume  of  Fisher  Unwin's  "  Masters  of  Medicine  " 
series  i3  devoted  to  Claude  Bernard,  and  has  been  written  by 
Sir  Michael  Foster.  The  information  in  the  book  is  rather 
popularly  written,  Bernard's  well-known  physiological  dis- 
coveries being  lucidly  stated.  It  appears  that  Bernard 
became  engaged  at  Lyons  in  practical  pharmacy  when  in  his 
teens,  obtaininga  situation  with  a  pharmacist  in  the  Faubourg 
de  Viase  of  that  city.  He  received  his  board  and  lodging 
in  return  for  his  services  in  the  shop,  though  after  some 
months  his  manual  dexterity  shown  by  the  singular  neatness 
of  his  dispensing  was  rewarded  by  a  humble  salary.  Bernard 
seems  to  have  spent  about  two  years  as  a  pharmaceutical 
assistant,  his  duties  including  both  the  dispensing  of  medicines 
and  the  carrying  them  to  customers.  What  opportunities 
for  pharmaceutical  study  he  had  does  not  appear,  but  his 
patron's  mode  of  conducting  his  business  was  calculated  to 
awake  in  him  early  the  spirit  of  medical  scepticism.  The 
old  women  customers  at  the  shop  from  the  outlying  villages 
used  to  constantly  ask  for  a  syrup  which  seemed  to  cure 
everything,  and  Bernard  was  astonished  to  find  that  this 
favourite  syrup  was  compounded  of  all  the  spoilt  drugs  and 
remnants  of  the  pharmacy.  Whenever  Bernard  reported 
that  a  bottle  of  medicine  had  gone  wrong  his  master  would 
say  to  him,  "Keep  that  for  syrup"  or  ,:That  will  do  for 
making  the  syrup."  Whether  this  drove  Bernard  to  think  of 
other  things  besides  pharmacy  is  not  known,  but  after  a 
brief  period  of  literary  aspirations  he  was  advised  to  study 
medicine,  as  it  would  gain  him  a  livelihood  more  surely 
than  by  play- writing.    Bernard  took  the  advice. 

DOWIE  PENS  IN  CHICAGO. 
Several  subscribers  have  been  good  enough  to  send  us  a 
cutting  from  the  Christian  World  regarding  a  new  paper 
entitled  Leaves  of  Healing  :  a  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Extension 
of  the  Kingdom  of  God,  which  is  published  in  Chicago.  The 
Rev.  John  Alex.  Dowie  is  responsible  for  it,  but  appears  not 
to  be  responsible  for  himself.  Of  druggists  he  says  :  "  They 
are  a  mass  of  organised  murderers.  The  Scripture  calls  them 
sorcerers,  pharmaltoi,  and  says  they  will  all  go  to  hell.  .  .  . 
Tell  every  pharmacist  in  Chicago  that  unless  Revelation  xxi., 
8,  is  a  lie,  he  is  going  to  hell."  If  Mr.  Dowie's  knowledge  of 
the  drag-trade  has  been  obtaired  in  Chicago,  we  suggest 
that  our  confreres  there  should  deal  with  him — if  he  is  worth 
it. 
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Nasal  Catabbh. 
An  excellent  cleansing  and  disinfecting  solution  for  use  id 
the  nasal  cavities  by  means  of  spray,  douche,  or  syringe,  it 
prepared  as  follows:— 

Boracic  acitl  ...       ...       ...       ...    1  dr. 

Biborato  of  sodium   1  dr. 

Chloride  of  sodium   i  dr. 

Listerine      ...       ...       ...       ■•.    2  oz, 

Water  6  oz. 

Mix. 

Fetid  Perspiration. 
Fob  fetid  perspiration  in  the  axilla;  the  following  has 
been  found  useful : — 

Potassii  permanganatis    5  gr. 

Sodii  biboratis        ...       ...       ...    10  gr. 

Aqua   h  gal- 

M. 

Sig. :  Wash  under  the  armpits  twice  a  day,  night  and  morning. 
To  effect  a  permanent  cure  the  lotion  should  be  used  for  two 
or  three  months. 

Membranous  Croup. 
Db.  J.  C.  Habing,  in  the  Medical  World,  recommends 
the  following  for  membranous  croup  :  — 

Oil  of  lobelia  1  dr. 

Oil  of  stillingia    2  dr. 

Oil  of  cajuput   3  dr. 

Alcohol   1  oz. 

Mix. 

Directions:  One  drop  on  sugar  every  two  or  three  hours  ;  if  the 
ease  is  very  bad,  give  a  drop  every  hour  for  three  or  four  hours. 
Afterwards  give  every  two  hours.  Kub  a  little  on  the  windpipe 
two  or  three  times  a  day. 

Bbooke's  Ointment. 

This  ointment  eDjoys  a  wide  reputation  amongst  skin- 
spacialists  for  catarrnal  lupus  : — 


Zinci  oxidi    5ij- 

Pulv.  amyli   5ij. 

Vaselini  albi  ...       ...       ...       ...  J^s- 

Hydrarg.  oleat.  (5-per-cent.)         ...  3j. 

Acid,  salicyl.  ...       ...       ...       ...  gr.  xx. 

Ichthyol .       ...       ...       ...       ...  lnxx. 

01.  lavandulas...       ...       ...       ...  q.s. 

M.    Ft.  ung. 


Applications  fob  Lichen. 

Unna  has  used  with  much  external  success  a  combination 
of  perchloride  of  mercury  and  carbolic|acid£as  follows : — 

Ung.  zinci  benzoat.  ...       ...       ...  ]§iij. 

W!L'  Acidi  carbolici         ...       ...       ...    gr.  xx. 

fVjSjjfB  Hydrarg.  perchlor.  ...       ...       ...  gr.Jj.-ij.-x. 

M.    Ft.  ung. 

It  may  also  be  applied  in  collodion  : — 

Acid,  carbol.  ...       ...       ...       ...    gr.  x. 

Hydrarg.  perchlor  gr.  j.-v. 

Creosoti   it|ij. 

Collodii  j  5j. 

M.    Ft.  applic. 

Whooping-cough  Remedy. 

Dr.  R  J.  Blackham,  of  Sidcup,  states  that  the  following 
formula  was  largely  used  by  Dr.  R.  A.  FJynn  and  other 
physicians  during  his  term  of  office  as  apothecary  to  the 
Rotunda  Hospital,  at  Dublin: — 

Zinci  sulphatis    4  gr. 

Tincturse  belladonna    48  minims 

Aquse  anisi  ad   2  oz. 

M. 

Sig. :  Twenty  drops  every  third  hour  for  a  child  one  year  old, 
thirty  for  a  child  three  years  old,  sixty  for  a  child  five  years  old, 
and  so  on. 

In  most  cases,  he  says,  it  acts  like  a  charm. — Southern 
Clinic. 


Vesication  by  Chloeal. 

M.  Bonnet,  in  a  recent  issue  of  L' Union  Pharmaceutique, 
writes  of  the  advantages  of  vesication  by  chloral  as  a 
substitute  for  cantharidial  vesication  in  cases  of  renal 
susceptibility.  A  simple  mode  of  preparation  consists  in 
mixing;  together  5  to  10  grammes  of  chloral  and  10  c.c.  of 
diachylon  with  a  warm  spatula. 

Liquid  Depilatory. 

Tr.  iodi   0-5 

01.  terebinth   1-0 

Ol.  ricini       ...       ...       ...       ...  l-5 

Alcohol  100 

Collodii   400 

M. 

Apply  twice  daily. 

As  the  layer  of  collodion  is  peeled  off  the  hairs  come  out 
with  it. — Munch.  Med.  Woch. 

Naphthalin  Poisoning. 

A  CASE  of  naphthalin  poisoning  is  reported  from  Marburg. 
A  boy  of  12  swallowed  two  tablets,  each  containing 
2  grammes  of  naphthalin,  which  were  given  to  him  as  sugar- 
plums. Symptoms  as  of  alcoholic  poisoning  resulted,  the 
child  was  semi-conscious,  his  gait  resembled  that  of  a 
drunken  man,  and  he  was  unable  to  answer  questions.  An 
emetic  was  given,  and  this  effectually  cleared  the  stomach. 
A  drowsy  condition  continued  for  four  days  before  complete 
recovery  took  place. 

Poisoning  with  Benzene. 

Me.  F.  Spube,  L.S.A  ,  reports  to  the  Lancet  (page  1488)  a 
case  of  poisoning  with  ordinary  beDzene.  The  victim  was 
a  woman  of  26,  who  swallowed  a  bottlef ul  of  benzene  [probably 
less  than  2  oz.],  and  died  fifty  hours  afterwards.  In  the 
post-mortem  examination  the  stomach  was  found  empty  and 
contracted.  The  mucous  and  submucous  coats  were  thickened 
and  intensely  inflamed,  the  inflamed  area  having  almost  the 
appearance  of  very  dark  crimson  velvet.  This  inflammatory 
condition  was  found  wherever  the  benzene  had  touched,  and 
there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  death  was  due  to  irritant 
poisoning. 

The  Cocaine  Habit. 

Db.  Stephen  Lett  read  a  paper  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Society  for  the  Study  of  Inebriety  on  cocaine  addiction 
and  its  diagnosis.  Persons  addicted  to  the  cocaine  habit,  he 
said,  are  mostly  neurotics,  and  many  have  taken  up  cocaine 
to  cure  themselves  of  other  habits.  The  quantity  of  cocaine 
taken  varies  from  a  fraction  of  a  grain  up  to  90  gr.  in 
twenty -four  hours,  and  may  be  administered  by  the  mouth, 
as  a  spray,  snuff,  or  a  wash,  but  is  chiefly  used  hypodermi- 
cally.  The  early  symptoms  of  the  habit  are  unnatural 
buoyancy  and  self-c  mfidence,  exalted  mental  action,  with  an 
abnormal  capacity  for  mental  and  physical  exertion,  wake- 
fulness, loss  of  appetite,  and  little  inclination  for  food.  The 
eyes  are  bright,  with  dilated  pupils  which  do  not  contract 
when  stimulated  by  light.  As  the  habit  becomes  established 
very  pronounced  hallucinations  and  delusions  supervene, 
theejeballs  appear  sunken,  and  general  pallor  makes  the 
subject  a  most  ghastly  object.  Wnen  a  strong  solution  of 
cocaine  is  used  hypodermically  extensive  ulcers  are  often 
formed,  and  the  induration  of  the  skin  which  follows  the 
use  of  the  hypodermic- syringe  is  more  pronounced  than 
when  morphia  is  used. 

Dr.  Lett  uses  the  following  method  of  extracting  the 
alkaloid  from  the  urine  of  those  using  the  drug.  To  a 
suitable  quantity  of  urine  (10  to  20  oz.)  add  sodium  carbonate 
to  distinct  alkalinity,  let  the  mixture  stand  for  half  an  hour, 
and  filter,  to  the  filtrate  add  2  cz  of  ether,  shake  for  two  or 
three  minutes,  allow  to  settle  for  half  an  hour,  separate  the 
ether,  mix  with  1  dr.  of  dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  and 
evaporate  off  the  ether.  The  remaining  liquid  can  then  be 
tested  by  the  perchloride-of-gold  test  or  by  Mayer's  reagent. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed  one  doctor  said  he  had 
known  a  cocaine-prescription  to  be  passed  round  and  used 
by  300  persons,  and  another  said  he  had  found  that  eucaine 
did  not  carry  such  disastrous  effects  with  it  as  cocaine. 
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The  Tuberculosis  Question. 

IN  the  light  of  farther  experiments  (especially  on  the 
Continent,  where  vivisection-licences  are  not  necessary 
for  every  small  experiment)  it  would  seem  that  the  danger 
of  this  disease  being  conveyed  from  bovine  animals  to  man 
has  been  greatly  exaggerated,  and  experts  are  now  anxious 
to  modify  the  laws  as  to  seizure  and  destruction  of  carcases 
with  localised  tubercle.  The  infectivity  of  medical  theories 
would  seem  to  be  greater  than  that  of  the  tubercle  bacillus, 
at  least  when  the  latter  is  taken  into  the  stomach.  Koch's 
discovery  of  the  bacillus  of  consumption  and  the  too  early 
declaration  of  the  properties  of  tuberculin  were  followed  on 
the  Continent  by  the  most  rigorous  orders  for  the  application 
of  the  tuberculin  test  to  animals  entering  the  territory  of 
certain  Powers,  and  authority  was  given  to  inspectors  to  con- 
demn carcases  with  the  slightest  proof  of  tuberculous  lesions. 
The  British  Government  was  abused  by  the  more  advanced 
medical  and  veterinary  experts  for  not  following  suit,  bat  the 
slow-and-sure  policy  is  now  beginning  to  find  justification  at 
the  hands  of  those  very  continental  experts  who  were  aMe  to 
carry  their  Governments  before  them.  The  danger  of  milk  or 
meat  with  here  and  there  a  tubercle  bacillus  may  be  more 
correctly  estimated  now  by  the  fact  that  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  infect  experimental  animals  by  ingestion  of 
virulent  matter.  M.  V.  Galtier,  in  the  Journal  Veterinairc 
de  Lyon,  describes  a  number  of  experiments  extending  over  a 
lengthened  period,  and  sums  up  with  the  following  remarks : — 
"It  being  finally  admitted  that  ingestion  of  this  [tuber- 
culous meat  seized  in  the  al/batoirs]  absolutely  raw,  is  free 
from  danger  to  sheep,  calves,  pigs,  rabbits,  and  guinea-pigs, 
as  my  experiments  show,  we  may,  without  causing  consumers 
to  run  any  danger,  decide  not  to  seize  the  meat  of  tuberculous 
animals  when  there  is  no  pronounced  emaciation."  "  I  may 
be  allowed  to  conclude,"  says  the  same  authority  in  another 
place,  •'  that  ingestion  of  raw  meat  seized  because  of  tuber- 
culosis has  very  little  danger  in  it,  or  even  none  at  all."  This 
is  [a  very  different]  story  from  that  told  by  other  persons 
a  year  or  two  ago,  and  it  may  yet  be  found  that  bovine 
tuberculosis  is  not  the  same  as  human  although,  like  it,  re- 
producing the  disease  in  animals  by  inoculation.  No 
experiment  has  been  performed  on  the  human  subject  as  yet, 
so  that  all  the  Acts  of  Parliament  now  being  sought  for  by 
municipal  and  other  authorities  are  based  upon  the  theory 
that  human  and  bovine  tuberculosis  are  one  and  the  same, 
and  that  the  human  animal  is  being  constantly  infected  by 
minute  and  occasional  doses  of  what  fails  in  large  and 
virulent  doses  to  induce  the  disease  in  other  animals  through 
the  msdium  of  the  alimentary  canal. 

TUBERCULIN-  TEST  FOE  CATTLE. 

.  Mr.  Frank  Perceval,  medical  superintendent  of  the 
Lancashire  County  Asylum,  Whittingham,  has  been  studying 
the  incidence  and  effects  of  tuberculosis  in  milch  cows.  In 
a  report  on  the  subject  he  sa>s  that  on  an  average  84  per 
cent,  of  the  cows  at  the  farms  of  the  asylum  were  affected 
with  tuberculosis ;  it  was  decided  to  try  the  tuberculin-test. 
The  animals  which  did  not  react  were  separated  from  those 
which  did,  the  latter  being  milked  as  usual  and  fattened  off 
as  soon  as  possible,  but  not  kept  longer  than  six  months. 
The  tuberculin  was  given  in  doses  of  from  65  to  70  minims. 
The  number  of  cows  tested  was  270,  of  which  180  reacted, 
85  did  not  react,  and  5  were  doubtful.  Tuberculous  disease 
was  actually  found  in  175  of  the  180  cases  which  reacted, 
or  97  2  per  cent.  These  results  confirm  the  note  we  pub- 
lished on  the  subject  in  the  C.  S;  -£>.,  April  8,  1899, 
page  572. 

Kabies. 

Over  the  counter,  pharmacists  are  still  compelled  to  hear 
of  dog-days  and  rabies — the  want  of  water  driving  dogs  mad 
— and  are  asked  to  destroy  animals  which  have  bitten  some- 
one, "  for  fear  they  should  go  mad."  In  face  of  such  un- 
reasoning conduct,  it  is  well  for  every  junior  behind  the 
counter  to  know  that  rabies,  miscalled  hydrophobia,  is  a 
specific  contagious  disease,  which  can  only  be  conveyed  by 


the  virus  of  an  animal  already  affected,  and  that  no  hard- 
ship, fright,  or  other  cause  can  give  rise  to  it ;  also  that  it 
is  known  to  certainly  destroy  its  victims  in  less  than  ten 
days,  and  that  no  person  can  develop  hydrophobia  from  the 
bite  of  a  dog  which  was  not  actually  mad  at  the  time  the 
bite  was  inflicted.  If,  then,  a  customer  wants  to  destroy  a 
suspected  dog,  it  is  a  chemist's  best  plan  to  strongly  advise 
keepiog  the  animal  alive  in  a  place  of  security  (this  is  very 
important)  until  a  week  or  ten  days  has  passed. 

This  is  the  time  of  year  when  veterinary  chemists  are 
most  frequently  asked  for  applications  for 

Inflamed  Eyes 
or  injuries  to  the  lids  and  appendages. 

The  most  fruitful  source  of  these  troubles  is,  directly  and! 
indirectly,  the  horse-fly.  The  common  horse-fly,  which 
much  resembles  the  house-fly  in  appearance,  makes  the  life 
of  a  horse  at  grass  (at  this  season)  a  misery  duriDg  the 
hours  the  sun  shines;  while  the  harnessed  animal  is 
goaded  to  madness,  and  often  inflicts  injuries  upon  him- 
self in  futile  efforts  to  get  rid  of  his  tormentors.  Inflamed, 
torn,  and  lacerated  eyes  are  the  most  common  injuries  which 
result  from  the  attacks  of  these  flies.  The  velvet  feet  of 
the  fly  are  so  sofc  that  the  horse  does  not  feel  it  alight, 
but  a  sudden,  sharp  pain  is  felt  when  it  plunges  its  sword 
and  sucker  into  the  skin,  in  order  to  gorge  itself  with 
blood.  Maddened  with  the  pain,  the  animal  throws  his 
head  round,  and  strikes  his  eye  against  the  shaft,  the  hames, 
or  other  parts  of  the  harness.  Many  serious  accidents  and 
"runaways"  are  caused  in  this  way.  The  flies  are  so 
engrossed  with  their  evil  work  that  the  driver  may  easily 
crush  them,  if  he  will  promptly  respond  to  the  horse's  dumb 
entreaties. 

The  indirect  manner  in  which  flies  cause  icflimed  eyes 
has  been  first  mentioned  to  prove  the  case  against  them. 
The  direct  injuries  are  probably  greater  than  hitherto  sup- 
posed— that  is  to  say,  prior  to  the  now  geneial  recognition 
of  bacteria  as  the  cause  of  so  many,  if  not  all,  diseased 
conditions.  Ib  does  not  seem  to  be  proved  whether  the 
horse-fly  found  about  the  face,  and  revelling  in  the  dis- 
charges his  presence  produces  from  the  conjunctival  mem- 
brane, injects  poison  in  order  to  create  such  matter — as  in 
the  case  of  the  acari  or  mange-mite— or  whether  the  dis- 
charges merely  lend  additional  attraction  to  the  feast  of 
mucus  ordinarily  to  be  found  in  hot,  dry  weather.  If  not 
intentional  or  instinctive,  it  is  accidental,  for  the  purulent 
discbarges  have  all  the  characteristics  of  the  infectious 
ophthalmia  of  children's  institutions. 

As  regards  treatment,  the  first  thing  is  to  remove  the 
cause.  For  a  purulent  discharge  during  the  fly  season,  and 
when  diagnosis  is  assisted  by  the  owner's  statement  as  to 
flies,  simple  antiseptic  and  disinfectant  lotions  are  required. 
Several  new  remedies  of  this  class  will  suggest  themselves 
to  the  pharmacist,  such  as  10  gr.  of  chinosol  to  the  pint  of 
water,  which  is  very  efficient.  A  weak  solution  of  salicylic 
acid  is  also  a  very  good  lotion.  In  order  to  ensure  a  good 
washing  out  of  the  ruga;  into  which  the  membrane  is 
thrown,  a  previous  application  of  cocaine  is  sometimes  used. 

By  the  aid  of  cocaine  a  sufficient  degree  of  local 
anrcsthesia  may  be  obtained  for  a  horse-owner  of  average 
nerve  to  sew  up  torn  lids  and  minor  injuries  himself,  but  he 
should  be  impressed  with  the  advisability  of  picking  up  all 
the  skin  possible,  though  many  fine  sutures  may  be  required. 
For  lacerations,  paintiDg  over  daily  with  "  friar's  balsam  "  is 
as  good  as  anything. 

The  preventive  remedy  for  flies  upon  horses  has  not  yet 
been  discovered,  and  a  rich  reward  awaits  the  man  who  shall 
find  a  simple  and  inexpensive  application. 


Buenos  Atres  is  to  have  an  International  Medical  Con- 
gress next  year. 

Competition  among  doctors  would  seem  to  have  reached 
its  limit.  A  dispensary  has  just  been  opened  in  Stepney,  the 
scale  of  fees  of  which  is  advertised  in  the  wirjdow  as 
follows  : — "  Advice  and  medicine,  4i. ;  for  the  week,  Is  " 

A  Subscriber  at  Steiner  i/W.  writes: — "I  should 
have  liked  you  to  have  heard  the  expressions  of  admiiation 
for  your  Summer  Number  ;  it  has  created  quite  an  excite- 
ment here.  I  have  had  to  pass  my  copy  round  for  the  other 
pharmacists  to  see." 
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Botes  on  IRcsinoios. 

By  Lewis  Ouuh,  F.C.S.,  F.L.S.,  Pharmaceutical  Chemist. 


VH.  OIMICIFUGIN. 

OIMICIFUGIN  is  obtained  from  the  rhizome  and  rootlets 
of  Cimioifuga  racemosa,  Elliott.  It  is  the  Macrotys 
actwoides  of  Rafinesque,  Cimicif uga  serpentaria  of  Pursh, 
and  Actum  racemosa  of  LinnC ;  Nat.  Ord.  Ranunculaccce, 
tribe  Hclleborece. 

Although  the  rhizome  has  been  official  in  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  since  1885,  its  use  in  this  country  has  been 
somewhat  limited,  but  in  America  it  appears  to  be  ex- 
tensively used,  and,  in  common  with  many  other  native 
plants  of  that  country,  is  known  by  a  variety  of  names. 
Being  of  a  black  colour  and  reputed  as  a  cure  for  the  bite  of 
the  rattlesnake,  it  was  known  as  black  snako-root,  also  as 
rattleweed  and  rattlewood,  on  account  of  the  constant  rattle 
by  the  wind  of  the  loase  seeds  which  remain  in  the  pods 
most  of  the  winter.  Bugwort  and  bugbane  have  been 
applied  to  it,  but  these  appear  to  have  been  borrowed  from 
the  European  species  of  Cimioifuga.  At  one  time  it  was 
known  as  richweed,  but  that  is  now  applied  to  quite  a  dif- 
ferent plant  (Pilea  pumihi).  Deerweed,  black  cohosh,  and 
squaw- root  are  other  synonyms,  but  the  last-named  really 
belongs  to  blue  cohosh  (Caulophyllum  thalictroides). 

The  plant  is  an  herbaceous  perennial,  very  abundant  in  the 
eastern  part  of  North  America,  where  it  grows  in  rich  wood- 
lands, generally  on  the  hillsides,  from  4  to  8  feet  high, 
the  stem  being  smooth  and  unbranched.  The  white  flowers, 
which  appear  in  June  and  July,  are  very  numerous,  in 
terminal,  branching,  spike-like  racemes,  from  which  are 
developed  two  rows  of  triangular  seeds  in  an  ovoid  ribbed 
follicle,  which  ripen  in  September,  after  which  time  the 
rhizome  is  best  obtained,  it  being  found  about  6  inches 
below  the  surface.  When  collected  it  is  in  irregular  matted 
clump3,  thick  and  branched,  and  marked  with  scars  of  fallen 
leaves,  visually  weighing  from  4  oz.  to  8  oz.,  and  in  excep- 
tional instances  as  heavy  as  3  lbs.  or  4  lbs  Internally  it  is 
of  a  whitish  colour,  and  externally  dark  brown  ;  on  drying  it 
becomes  much  darker,  except  the  woody  rays,  which  re- 
semble the  spokes  of  a  wheel  in  a  broken  cross-section,  and 
this  in  the  rootlets  resembles  a  cross  or  star,  which  is  very 
characteristic.  In  the  fresh  state  the  odour  ia  penetrating 
and  peculiar,  and  the  taste  acrid  and  bitter. 

There  is  a  specimen  of  this  plant  in  the  British  Museum 
which  was  grown  in  the  Apothecaries'  Garden  at  Chelsea  in 
1737,  and  it  is  said  to  have  been  first  cultivated  in  this 
country  five  years  previously.  It  is  mentioned  by  American 
writers  as  early  as  1785,  and  fifteen  years  later  another 
authority  says,  "  The  Indians  set  a  high  value  on  the  astrin- 
gent properties  of  the  root,  it  being  used  as  a  gargle  for 
putrid  sore  threat  ;  aud,  on  account  of  their  applying  it  to 
certain  diseases  of  women,  they  give  it  the  name  of  squaw- 
root." 

.  Mears,  in  1837,  showed  this  rhizome  to  contain  gallic 
acid,  tannin,  gum,  starch,  and  a  bitter  acrid  principle,  and 
since  that  time  many  attempts  have  been  made  to  isilate  a 
definite  alkaloid  ;  but  although  some  workers  have  asserted 
it  to  ba  present,  its  existence  has  never  been  clearly  con- 
firmed, and  the  resinous  mixture  obtained  by  preiipitatiug 
a  concentrated  tincture  with  water,  in  all  probability,  repre- 
sents the  active  principle  of  the  drug.  This  is  known  as 
cimicifugin,  macrotyn,  or  macrotic  acid,  the  so-called  alka- 
loid being  this  body  more  or  less  purified.  Later  investiga- 
tions show  this  substance  to  be  a  mixture  of  two  resins, 
together  with  salts  of  iron,  calcium,  magnesium,  potassium, 


and  silica;  and  although  Coe  in  1853  asserted  that  macrotyn 
does  not  represent  the  true  active  principle  of  the  plant  he 
did  not  give  any  satisfactory  reason  for  such  a  t tatement. 

The  resinoid  is  readily  prepared  by  thoroughly  exhausting 
the  coarsely-powdered  root  with  spirit  (sp.  gr.  823)  and,  after 
recovery  oE  most  of  the  menstruum,  by  distillation  and 
evaporating  the  concentrated  tincture  thus  obtained  to  a 
creamy  consistence.  On  pouring  this  intD  about  twenty 
times  its  volume  of  water  a  yellowish  resin  is  precipitated, 
which,  after  washing  aud  drying,  gradually  darkens  in 
colour,  and  is  readily  reduced  to  powder  of  a  brownish  tint, 
possessing  a  marked  olour,  and  a  taste  at  first  slightly  sweet, 
afterwards  very  acrid  and  disagreeable,  imparting  a  burning 
sensation  to  the  throat.  The  average  yield  was  found  to  be 
about  18  per  cent. 

Cimicifugin  is  generally  classed  as  an  ecbolic,  and  by  the 
eclectics  was  regarded  as  superior  to  ergot  as  a  parturient. 
It  was  first  prepared  by  Lloyd  in  1835,  who  considered  its 
narcotic  properties  to  b3  less  pronounced  than  the  tincture, 
and  a  few  years  later  it  became  generally  used  in  America 
for  maladies  of  the  female  reproductive  organs. 

The  work  connected  with  this  note  was  conducted  in  the 
laboratories  of  Messrs.  John  Richardson  &  Co.,  Leicester 
(Limited). 

Leicester,  July,  1899. 


Business  Cbanoes. 


Notices  of  changes  in  the  retail  trade,  and  opening  of  new 
businesses,  are  inserted  in  tliis  section  free  of  charge,  if 
properly  authenticated. 


Mr.  W.  J.  DALBY  has  opened  a  high-class  pharmacy  at 
6  Canfield  Gardens,  South  Hampstead,  N.W. 

Mr.  Hy.  T roughton,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  opened 
new  business-premises  at  31  Market  Street,  Lancaster. 

Mr.  E.  E.  Rowland,  40  Peascod  Street,  Windsor,  has  dis- 
posed of  his  business  to  Mr.  R.  W.  Houfe,  late  of  Lincoln. 

Mr.  Harry  Oldham,  of  Hyde,  late  with  Messrs  J. 
Woolley,  Sons  &  Co ,  of  Manchester,  has  taken  over  the 
business  of  Mr.  A.  Shaw,  at  413  West  Derby  Road,  Tue  Brook, 
Liverpool. 

Messes.  Palmer  &  Son,  chemists,  Grimsby,  have  removed 
from  the  premises  which  they  have  occupied  for  forty  years 
to  a  building  across  the  street,  and  next  to  the  Oberon 
Hotel.  The  change  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  lease  of 
their  late  premises,  which  belongs  to  the  Corporation,  will 
shortly  expire. 


IRew  Boors. 


Any  booh  named  in  this  list  can  be  supplied  post-free  to  any 
part  of  the  world  on  receipt  of  the  published  price  by  the 
Publisher  of  The  Chemist  and  Dbtjgoist,  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.G. 


Encyclopedia  Medico.  Ed.  bv  Chalmers  Watson.  Vol.  L 
Royal  8vo.    20s.  (Churchill.) 

Foster,  M.  Claude  Bernard.  7 J  x  5.  Tp.  258.  Z*.  6d. 
(Masters  of  Medicine).  (Umvin.) 

Fresenius'  Quantitative  Analysis.  Vol.  II.,  pt.  6.  Trans,  by 
C.  E.  Groves,  F.R.S.    8vo.  (Churchill.) 

Gorgas,  J.  S.    Dental  Medicine.    6th  ed.    18s.  (Churchill.). 

Retrospect  of  Medicine.  Ed.  bv  James  Braithwaite  and  E.  E. 
Trevelyan.    Vol.119.    7i*4§.    Pp.478.    6s.  6d.  (SimpkLn.) 

Thome,  W.  B.  Open-air  Treatment  of  Phthisis.  Cr.  8vo, 
Churchill.j 
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Z\k  Maters  of  Spa. 

By  Howard  Paul. 


IT  is  somewhat  singular  how  rapidly  the  direct  patronage 
of  Royalty  will  bring  a  spa,  a  spring,  a  seaside  place,  a 
mountain  retreat,  to  the  serious  consideration  of  the  general 
public.  The  assumption  is,  I  suppose,  that  Royal  person- 
ages have  the  very  best  medical  advice  that  can  be  procured, 
and  therefore  their  conduct  and  example  can  be  safely 
followed. 

Spa,  in  Belgium,  is  a  case  in  point.  Its  chalybeate  waters  have 
been  known  from  time  immemorial,  but  they  attracted  little 
attention  from  medical  authorities,  or  even  European  health 
and  pleasure  seekers,  until  Charles  II.  and  Peter  the  Great 
were  advised  by  their  respective  physicians  to  try  a  course  of 
tihe  waters.  As  soon  as  it  was  proclaimed  tint  these  two 
monarchs  were  bidden  to  try  the  curative  waters  of  Spa  the 


habit  to  travel  about  for  change  and  recreation.  Duiing  a 
tour  in  Belgium  he  chanced  to  pass  through  Spa,  and  its 
picturesque  position — it  is  bounded  on  one  side  by  verdant 
hills,  and  oa  another  side  by  liae  forests  of  magnificent 
beech-trees — so  delighted  his  Majesty  that  he  determined  to 
rest  there  for  a  few  days.  The  chalybeate  waters  were 
brought  to  his  notice  ;  he  tried  them  ;  they  had  a  restorative 
effect ;  and  what  with  bathing,  hunting,  and  spending  much 
time  in  the  open  air,  he  returned  to  Russia,  in  the  words 
of  Mark  Twain,  "as  good  as  new." 

On  Peter's  return  to  his  native  land  he  announced  far  and 
wide  the  value  of  the  thermal  baths  of  Spa,  and  gave  in- 
structions to  one  of  his  medical  staff  to  write  a  pamphlet 
in  praise  of  the  waters.  The  pamphlet  was  immediately 
written,  and,  moreover,  was  extensively  circulated  through 
his  dominions.  That  the  advice  of  Peter's  representative  was 
largely  heeded  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  Russians  and 
Hungarians  form  a  considerable  percentage  of  the  visitors 
even  to  the  present  period.    The  inhabitants  of  Spa  mani- 


Ti-ie  Bath-house,  Spa. 


public  flocked  to  them  in  thousands,  and  the  hamlet  of  a  few 
straggling  houses,  a  pump-room,  and  a  small  bath-shed, 
developed  into  a  smart  bustling  village,  and  has  gone  on 
increasing  with  the  march  of  time,  until  it  has  culminated  in 
a  good  sized  fashionable  town. 

History  tells  us  that  Charles  II.  was  called  the  "  Merry 
Monarch,"  and  his  merriment  occasionally  assumed  such 
excessive  proportions  in  the  way  of  revelry  both  by  day  and 
night  that  he  was  compelled  to  retire  now  and  again,  to  call 
a  halt  in  his  gaieties,  and  adjourn  for  repairs  to  Spa,  which 
seemed  to  "  pull  him  together  "  more  effectually  than  Bath, 
Harrogate,  or  Buxton,  the  waters  of  which  places  were  only 
in  moderate  vogue  in  the  days  of  Charles.  The  city  of  Bath, 
later,  in  the  times  of  George  III.,  grew  into  a  fashionab'e 
resort,  and  maintains  its  popularity  in  a  degree  up  to  the 
present  time. 

Peter  the  Great,  like  the  English  king,  it  seems,  also 
indulged  in  occasional  prolonged  frolics,  and  it  was  his 


fested  their  gratitude  to  the  illustrious  Peter  by  naming  one 
of  the  principal  wells  after  him,  and  enclosing  it  in  a  pretty 
ornate  edifice.  It  seems  that  ordinary  bathing  in  the  time 
of  this  royal  personage  was  not  popular  in  Eastern  Europe, 
nor  indeed  in  France  (according  to  medical  chronicles),  and 
Peter's  experiences  turned  the  attention  of  the  medical 
faculty  to  the  excellent  effects  of  immersion,  especially  in 
waters  posiessing  therapeutic  value.  Our  modern  "  tubbiDg  " 
was  certainly  not  in  vogue,  and  Englishmen  may  wuh 
justice  claim  the  general  introduction  of  this  wholesome 
habit. 

Another  celebrity,  an  actress  and  wit,  who  made  a 
yearly  pilgrimage  to  Spa— in,  I  suppose,  a  diligence  or 
coach,  as  it  was  long  before  the  era  of  railways — was 
the  famous  Sophie  Arnould.  This  was  in  the  spacious 
days  of  Louis  Quatorze,  and  it  seems  that  Sophie,  in  her 
capacity  of  singer,  actress,  and  a  brilliant  favourite  in 
society,  would  exhaust  her  vital  powers,  which  the  pure  air 
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and  medicinal  waters  of  Spa  would  assist  in  restoring. 
Sophie's  wit  and  mots  are  quoted  in  France  and  Belgium  to 
this  day.  Here  is  a  sample.  An  unscrupulous  scribbling 
scoundrel  who  was  in  the  pay  of  the  police— one  Chevrier— 
died  just  as  Sophie  was  departing  for  her  annual  cure.  He 
had  grossly  libelled  a  person  of  quality,  who  had  thereupon 
announced  that  his  valets  carried  stout  cudgels  and  had 
orders  to  thrash  Chevrier  on  sight,  and  he  deemed  it  prudent 
to  fly  from  France.  He  went  to  Belgium,  where  he  shortly 
after  died,  and  his  friends — if  he  can  be  said  to  have  had 
.any — set  it  abroad  that  he  had  been  poisoned. 

"  Poisoned  1 "  exclaimed  Sophie  Arnonld,  when  the  heard 
the  rumour.    "  Then  he  must  have  sucked  his  own  pen." 

Sophie  lived  a  false  life  of  splendour  and  feverish  excite- 
ment, whose  existence,  like  so  many  of  her  sisters  of  the 
stage  of  to-day,  was  all  vanity,  frivolity,  and  pretence — who 
was  unhappy  even  in  her  gieatest  stage  triumph,  who  had  a 
conscience  that  was  superior  to  flattery,  though  she  was 
dragged  into  the  society  of  a  vicious  Court,  could  still  sigh 
near  the  end  of  her  career  and  say,  "  Ah,  le  bon  temps  quand 
j'etais  malheureuse"  ("Oh,  happy  time  when  I  was 
miserable  "). 

The  late  Dr.  Errsaius  Wilson,  F.RS.,  was  wont  to  call 
Spa  the  king  of  chalybeate  springs.  In  his  day  the  principal 
spring  was  called  the  "Temple  of  Pouhon,"  and  on  its 
pediment  was  inscribed  "  A  la  Mumoire  de  Pierre  le  Grand." 
It  is  a  well  of  several  feet  of  water,  through  which  little 
bubbles  of  carbonic-acid  gas  wriggle  their  way  to  the  surface. 
The  sides  and  bottom  of  the  well  are  reddened  by  a 
deposit  of  red  oxide  cf  iron.  Into  this  well  glasses  are 
dipped  by  means  of  a  tin  frame  fastened  to  a  stick,  a  kind  of 
primitive  cruet-stand,  capable  of  holding  from  three  to  six 
glasses,  which  are  handed  by  the  young  damsels  who  attend 
the  well  to  their  patrons,  who  usually  quaff  their  first  glasses 
with  droll  grimaces.  I  am  told  that  there  are  people  who 
grow  to  like  the  water  in  time,  but  that  was  not  my  experi- 
ence. There  is  another  chalybeate  spring  called  the 
"  Tonnelets,"  cool,  brisk,  and  pi  quant e,  resembling  seltzer- 
water  with  a  distinct  flavour  of  iron. 

The  spring  called  the  "Sauveniere"  issues  from  its  rocky 
bed  under  a  pavilion,  and  in  the  paved  court  near  the  well 
is  the  impression  of  a  foot  sunk  deeply  in  a  stone,  the  "  Pied 
de  St.  Remade  " — whoever  he  or  she  happened  to  be.  Ic  is  a 
superstition  or  habit  among  foreign  ladies  when  drinking 
their  beaker  of  sauveniere  to  place  their  left  foot  in  the 
indentation  made  by  the  foot  of  St.  Remade.  A  favourite 
spring  is  La  Geronstere,  situated  at  the  margin  of  a  wood 
cut  into  ornamental  walks  and  exhibiting  the  skill  of  a 
landscape-gardener.  It  is  one  of  the  weakest  of  the  many 
springs  in  the  neighbourhood,  containing  little  iron  and 
least  carbonic  acid,  and  is  commonly  used  as  a  preparation 
for  the  stronger  waters  of  the  Pouhon,  which  is  regarded  as 
the  principal  spring.  Being  estimated  light  and  easy  of 
digestion  La  Geronstere  is  well  adapted  to  weak  stomachs 
and  conveniently  prepares  the  system  for  waters  more 
largely  charged  with  iron. 

The  progiamme  at  Spa  when  taking  (he  waters  is  usually 
<to  have  a  light  breakfast,  then  a  visit  to  one  or  other  of  the 
distant  springs  which  may  be  made  on  foot,  on  horseback,  or 
in  a  trap,  according  to  the  strength  of  the  patient  and  the 
nature  of  the  complaint,  and  then  return  to  a  draught  of  the 
Pouhon.  For  people  in  fair  health,  a  walk  to  the  Sauveniere, 
an  excellent  breakfast,  washed  down  by  a  glass  of  Geronstere 
on  the  way  back,  is  accounted  a  gentle  tonic  that  maintains 
.strength.  An  old  doctor,  who  when  a  lad  saw  the  great 
Duke  of  Wellington,  told  me  that  this  was  the  habit  of  his 
Grace  when  he  visited  Spa  in  1838-39  The  Duke,  who  was 
an  old  man  at  that  period,  usually  walked  to  and  from  the 


Geronstere,  a  distance  of  about  four  miles,  through  long 
avenues  of  noble  beech-tree?. 

1  inquired  of  a  learned  man  at  Spa,  Mr.  Albin  Body,  to 
inform  me  of  the  composition  of  the  chalybeate  waters  as 
represented  by  the  springs  there,  and  also  at  Langen-Schwal- 
bach.  lie  subdivided  them  into  three  groups  (1)  Simple 
carbonated  chalybeate  waters  with  little  else  in  their  com- 
position except  iron  and  carbonic  acid,  the  entire  of  their 
saline  constituents  ranging  between  3}  gr.  and  H\  gr. ;  (2) 
muriated  saline  chalybeate  waters  such  as  Cronthal  and 
Booklet,  which  contain  respectively  27  gr.  and  11  gr.  of  the 
muriates  of  soda  and  magnesia  to  the  pint,  in  addition  to 
their  iron  ;  (3)  sulphated  saline  chalybeate  waters,  such  as 
the  springs  of  Rippoldsau  and  Petersthal,  in  which  there  are 
from  6  to  10  gr.  of  sulphate  of  soda  to  the  pint. 

These  waters,  he  told  me,  were  different  in  their  action 
from  the  sulphated  saline  waters  of  Carlsbad  and  Marienbad, 
the  muriated  saline  waters  of  Wiesbaden,  Homburg,  Nau- 
heim,  and  Kissingen;  the  alkaline  waters  of  Ems,  the 
sulphuretted  waters  of  Aix-la  Chapelle,  or  the  bromated 
and  iodated  waters  of  Kreuzaach  in  Rhenish  Prussia  and 
Wildegg  in  the  canton  of  Aargau  in  Switzerland.  Mr.  Body, 
who  is  well  up  in  spas  and  all  appertaining  thereto, 
told  me  there  are  certain  negative  waters  which  contain  so 
little  saline  matter  of  any  kind  as  to  be  totally  negative  in 
their  medical  qualities,  and  are  only  preserved  from  oblivion 
by  their  warmth.  They  are  thermal,  and  are  represented  by 
Schlangenbad,  Teplitz,  Gastein,  and  a  pretty  place  quite 
near  Spa  called  Chaudefontaine.  Vast  numbers  of  people 
go  to  Spa  nowadays,  not  so  much  in  search  of  health  as  for 
pleasant  recreation.  Mr.  Dhainaut,  who  arranges  the  enter- 
tainments each  season,  is  careful  to  provide  an  immense 
variety  of  attractions  in  the  way  of  pigeon-shootings,  inter- 
national horse-races,  fireworks,  fetes  Venitiennes,  balls, 
concerts,  automobile  and  lawn- tennis  contests,  dog-shows, 
and  Battles  of  Flowers,  at  which  latter  charming  functions 
the  Queen  of  the  Belgians,  who  has  a  residence  at  Spa, 
usually  assists.  One  need  never  spend  a  dull  day  here,  and 
the  town  for  the  past  few  years  has  been  crowded  to  excess 
with  visitors  from  all  parts  of  Europe  and  America  during 
its  season,  which  lasts  from  May  until  the  end  of  October. 


ftrafce  IRotee, 


"Mebck's  Digest,''  No.  5,  which  is  just  issued,  is  devoted 
to  largin,  a  silver-albuminoid  of  powerf  ul  bactericidal  action, 
and  which,  being  devoid  of  irritating  properties,  can  be 
used  on  the  most  delicate  mucous  membranes.  It  is  at 
present  being  employed  in  the  treatment  of  blenorrhcea, 
cystitis,  and  gonorrhoea,  for  which  purposes  particulars  of 
the  strengths  necessary  are  given  in  this  pamphlet. 

Chinosol. — The  Chinosol  Hygienic  Company,  36  St. 
Mary-at-Hill,  E.C ,  have  issued  a  new  edition  of  their 
pamphlet  on  "  Chinosol  and  its  Uses."  It  is  not  necessary 
fcr  us  to  epitomise  the  information  given  in  the  booklet,  as 
we  have  already  at  intervals  indicated  the  various  germicidal 
uses  to  which  chinosol  can  be  put.  We  notice  that  the 
series  of  toilet-preparations  prepared  with  chinosol  is  an 
increasing  one. 

Cascaea  Tabloids — Messrs.  Bnrroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co., 
Snow  Hill  Buildings,  London,  EC,  have  hitherto  made  their 
cascara  tabloids  to  contain  2  gr.  of  the  dry  extract.  A 
demand  has  latterly  sprung  up  tor  cascara  tabloids  of  other 
strengths,  which  they  have  met  by  making  tabloids  contain- 
ing 1  gr.  and  3  gr.  of  the  dry  extract.  In  habitual  con- 
stipation it  is  a  convenience  to  have  these  graduated 
strengths  so  that  the  dose  can  be  diminished  as  soon  as  a 
regular  action  of  the  bowels  is  established.  The  1-gr.  and 
3-gr.  tabloids  are  supplied  in  the  same  size  packages  as  the 
2-g'.,  and  either  plain  or  sugar  coated. 


302 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


August  12,  1899 


Correspondence, 


In  writing  letters  for  publication  correspondents  should  adopt 
a  concise,  but  not  abbreviated,  style.    They  are  requested  to 
write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Letters, 
KTotice  to     with  or  without  a  nom-de-plume,  must  be  authen- 
dents8**011"  Seated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  writer. 

Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 
paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  to  which 
they  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


Complimentary  Dinner  to  Mr.  Wootton. 

SiE, — The  arrangements  in  connection  with  the  compli- 
mentary dinner  to  Mr.  A.  C.  Wootton  are  now  completed. 
It  will  take  place  at  the  Hotel  Metropole,  London,  W.C.,  on 
October  5.  The  price  of  the  dinner-ticket  has  been  fixed  at 
one  guinea.  As  already  announced,  it  is  proposed  to  present 
Mr.  Wootton  on  that  occasion  with  an  album  containing  the 
signed  photographs  of  those  taking  part  in  the  function.  As 
this  album  will  necessarily  take  some  time  in  preparation,  the 
Committee  trust  that  the  earliest  application  will  be  made 
for  dinner-tickets,  and  that  those  applying  for  tickets  will 
send  a  signed  photograph  for  inclusion  in  the  album. 
Correspondence  in  reference  to  the  matter  should  be  addressed 
to  the  Secretaries,  The  Wootton  Complimentary  Dinner,  157 
Queen  Victoria  Street,  E  C. 

(Signed)  John  Thompson,  Chairman. 

W.  Edwabds,  jun.  \  Hon. 

W.  S.  Gi/rN-JoNJiS.  J  Sees. 

Medicine,  Pharmacy,  and  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

SiE, — Permit  me  to  point  out  an  error  in  your  first  leader 
of  last  week.  Treating  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  you 
remark  "  why  the  editor  thereof  should  resent  criticism  of 
details  which  he  was  not  prepared  to  justify  passes  our 
comprehension."  If  your  readers  will  turn  to  your  own 
report  of  my  remarks  on  page  226  of  your  issue  of  July  29, 
they  will  find  that  I  did  not  resent  the  criticisms.  Tnere  is 
your  error.  It  will  be  seen  that  on  the  contrary  I  supported 
the  criticisms,  and  that  what  I  did  resent  was  certain 
undesirable  forms  of  language  with  which  the  criticisms 
were  accompanied — a  very  different  matter.  My  efforts  to 
secure  co-operation  of  the  followers  of  pharmacy  and 
medicine  in  the  production  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  have  been 
unceasing ;  and  the  two  highest  bodies  in  medicine  and 
pharmacy  in  this  country — namely,  the  General  Medical 
Council  and  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain — have  publicly  accorded  to  me  the  credit  of 
initiating  and  organising  this  desirable  union.  I  shall  con- 
tinue to  resent  any  action  and  any  language  which  tend  to 
prevent  this  union  becoming  closer  and  closer,  not  only  for 
the  merely  personal  motive  just  indicated,  but  for  the  far 
higher  reason  that  the  union  is  for  the  welfare  of  medicine 
and  pharmacy  as  well  as  of  the  community — union  tbat 
will  ba  maintained  and  strengthened  by  every  right-thinking 
follower  of  the  healing  art  iin  all  its  branches.  Medicine 
counts  its  years  of  official  connection  with  the  Pharma- 
copoeia by  centuries  ;  in  England  nearly  three,  in  Scotland 
two,  in  Ireland  one.  Pharmacy's  official  connection  with 
the  Pharmacopoeia  in  the  marked  degree  set  forth  in  the 
Addendum  of  1890  has  barely  reached  a  single  decade.  Yet 
the  followers  of  pharmacy  have  OQly  to  be  patient  and  to 
continue  to  work  at  chemical,  physical,  botanical,  and 
general  research  applied  to  the  Pharmacopoeia  and  to  their 
own  avocation,  and  they  will  in  comparatively  few  years  find 
themselves  occupying  that  position  in  relation  to  the  Phar- 
macopoeia to  which  it  is  desirable  they  should  attain,  and 
which  should  be  their  just  due. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Watford,  August  8.  John  Attfibld. 

Standards  for  Drugs. 

Sib, — I  have  read  the  article  on  page  261  of  your  journal, 
which  deals  with  the  legality  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  in 
connection  with  the  sale  of  the  products  mentioned  therein, 
and  I  am  glad  that  this  matter  is  being  discussed  in  the 


columns  of  your  paper.  It  has  always  seemed  to  me  that 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia  was  only  a  standard  "  whereby 
the  nature  and  composition  of  substances  to  be  used  in 
medicine  may  be  ascertained  and  determined,"  and  that  to 
put  it  forward  as  a  standard  for  other  purposes  would  lead  to 
difficulty.  I  know  it  is  held  by  many  people  that  if  one 
purchases  an  article  mentioned  in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  one 
expects  to  get  a  British  Pharmacopoeia  article,  although  there 
is  no  intention  on  the  part  of  the  purchaser  of  using  that 
article  for  compounding  Thus,  to  take  an  example, 
eucalyptus  oil,  when  purchased  at  a  chemist's  shop  for  spray- 
ing and  disinfecting  purposes,  has  been  held  to  be  the  same 
as  oil  of  eucalyptus,  the  synonym  for  oleum  eucalypti,  and 
therefore  necessarily  distilled  from  the  fresb  leaves  of 
Eucalyptus  globulus,  with  the  sp.  gr.  and  rotation  mentioned 
in  the  Pharmacopoeia.  Those  who  hold  such  views,  in  order 
to  be  consistent,  must  expect  on  purchasing  a  case  of  hard 
soap  to  get  the  sapo  durus  of  the  B. P.,  made  with  sodium 
hydroxide  and  olive  oil  only,  and  containing  about  30 
per  cent,  of  water,  with  no  greater  excess  of  alkaline 
hydroxide  or  carbonate  than  is  allowed  in  the  Pharma- 
copoeia for  the  sapo  animalis.  In  such  cases,  it  stems 
to  me  obvious  that  the  B.P.  standards  are  too  exacting 
for  public  convenience.  On  the  other  hand,  if  I  require  in 
my  practice  as  an  analyst  to  purchase  some  sulphuric  acid 
for  Kjeldahl  determinations,  and  buy  the  same  locally,  even 
when  the  vendor  supplies  me  with  the  Brit'sh  Pharmacopoeia 
article,  I  am  not  certain  of  obtaining  an  acid  which  is  free 
from  nitrogen.  I  should  like  also  to  ask  how  many  retail 
chemists,  when  asked  for  carbolic  acid,  supply  the  "  small 
colourless  deliquescent  crystals,  having  a  peculiar  odour,  and 
sweetish  pungent  taste,"  prescribed  by  the  Pharmacopoeia  ; 
and  whether  further,  when  a  stray  customer  comes  in  and 
insists  on  carbolic-acid  crystals  B.P.,  the  crystals  he  supplies 
are  also  colourless  as  above,  as  he  is  aware  that  he  is  liable 
to  a  prosecution  if  they  have  acquired  a  pinkish  tinge.  But 
one  could  go  on  almost  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia  to  show  that  it  was  never  meant  to  be  taken 
as  a  standard  for  any  other  purpose  than  that  for  which  it 
was  intended.  Yours  faithf ally, 

London,  August  8.  SAMUEL  Kidbal. 

P  S — Can  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  the  colour  of  "  white 
arsenic  "  1 

More  Conference  Reminiscences. 

Sib, — Much  has  been  said  and  written  about  the  success 
of  the  Plymouth  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Conference, 
but  a  very  pretty  incident  happened  which  escaped  the 
notice  of  the  reporters.  Our  curator,  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes,  F.L  S., 
and  Mr.  0.  A.  Read,  F.L  S ,  expressed  a  desire  to  visit  the 
tropical  gardens  at  Mount-Edgcumbe  (which  are  seldom 
opened  to  the  public).  The  genial  steward  provided  a  con- 
veyance, so  that  we  were  enabled  to  include  Dr.  Attfield  and 
two  ladies — the  little  party  returning  to  their  friends  in 
forty-five  minutes.  On  our  return  to  the  Italian  Gardens 
the  guidance  of  the  head  gardener  was  sought,  and  it  was 
amusiDg  to  see  the  enthusiasm  of  the  two  botanists.  I  con- 
tinually had  to  call  "  Hurry  up" — the  time  passing  so  rapidly 
and  there  being  such  a  lot  to  see — until  it  came  within 
twenty  minutes  of  the  departure  of  the  steamer.  Then  the 
gardener  teasingly  remarked  tbat  he  would  not  show  our 
President  another  interesting  house,  feeling  assured  he  would 
not  be  able  to  lid  himself  of  hiro. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Plymouth,  August  8.  James  Maurice. 

Cutting  Eao's  Fruit  Salt. 

Sib, — It  has  just  come  under  our  notice  that  Eno's  froit 
salt  is  being  advertised  by  one  of  the  patent-medicine  houses, 
for  quantities  of  six  dozen,  at  20s.  9d.  per  dozen.  Everyone 
in  the  trade  who  knows  the  cost  of  this  will  see  at  once 
what  sort  of  a  profit  is  derived,  after  taking  into  consideration 
the  workiDg-expenses. 

Are  Messrs.  Eno  &  Co.  aware  that  such  a  state  of  things 
is  going  on  1  If  so,  we  think  it  is  time  either  for  Messis. 
Eqo  to  join  the  P.A.T.A.  or  that  the  wholesale  houses  should 
decline  to  supply  at  a  loss,  and  should  combine  to  ref  ase  to 
trade  in  this  speciality. 

BUBGOTNE,  BUBBIDGES  &  CO. 

Londor,  E.C.,  A.ugust  4 
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The  Cape  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Sib, — Any  legislation  which  compels  manufacturers  of 
propiietary  articles — medical  or  otherwise — to  disclose  their 
composition  on  the  label  can  have  but  one  result,  and  pro- 
bably but  one  intention — viz  ,  prohibition.  It  is  practically 
impossible  to  protect  such  things  by  patent,  and  conse  ]uently 
the  preservation  of  the  secret  is  the  whole  protection  for  the 
property  in  such  an  article. 

Kegarding  the  provision  about  poisons,  it  is  no  doubt 
reasonable  and  safe  that  active  poisons  should  only  be  6old 
by  qualified  chemists  in  countries  where  a  sufficient  number 
of  the  latter  exist  to  supply  the  needs  of  the  population.  In 
other  countries,  such  as  new  colonies  and  unsettled  parts,  I 
can  see  a  considerable  usefulness  in  proprietary  preparations 
of  known  strength  to  furnish  such  poisons  as  may  be  needed 
— I  mean  such  things  as  shecpdip,carbolicacid,  and  the  like 
— and  if  poisons  are  to  be  sold  by  unqualified  people  at  all, 
it  is  preferable  that  they  should  be  sold  in  that  form  rather 
than  in  bulk.  To  my  mind  the  blot  upon  the  Cape  Pharmacy 
Bill  is  that  if  passed  in  its  present  form,  a  preparation  con- 
taining an  infinitesimal  quantity  of,  for  instance,  carbolic 
acid  would  require  to  be  labelled  "  Poison  "  equally  with  a 
concentrated  solution  of  strychnine.  This  at  first  sight 
seems  an  excess  of  precaution ;  but  it  is  really  something 
worse,  because  after  a  time  the  effect  of  the  law  will  become 
known  to  the  public,  and  the  menacing  label  "Poison" 
will  lose  its  value  as  a  warning,  so  that  people  will  think 
that  "  poison  "  is  not  so  dangerous  after  all,  and  the  immu- 
nity with  which  a  feeble  solution  of  carbolic  acid  can  be 
handled  will  lead  to  carelessness  with  much  more  potent 
poisons. 

I  may  remark,  incidentally,  that  the  schedule  to  the  Bill 
is  very  loosely  drawn,  and  this,  which  ought  to  be  the  most 
-definite  part  of  the  Bill,  is  conspicuously  indefinite. 

Yours, 

John  Mobgan  Richabds. 

Holborn  Viaduct,  W.C. 

The  Irish  Licence  Examination. 

Sib, — I  beg  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  chemistry  paper 
given  at  the  Licence  examination  held  on  July  13,  which, 
although  not  h«d  to  those  to  whom  that  class  of  chemistry 
is  familiar,  is  scarcely  suitable  for  pharmaceutical  students. 
The  fault  does  not  lie  with  the  examiner,  who  has  the  full 
sanction  of  the  Council  to  ask  what  he  thinks  right ;  but  I 
do  think  that  a  more  definite  lerm  than  "general  and 
pharmaceutical  chemistry  "  might  be  found,  or  one  or  two 
text-books  might  be  specified,  which  would  remove  a  grt at 
deal  of  the  discon'ent  and  unpleasantness  which  at  present 
exists,  and  would  be  a  guide  to  those  seekiDg  their  licence. 
Any  person  acquainted  with  chemistry  will  see  at  once  what 
a  wide  scope  an  examiner  has  under  terms  such  as  the 
above.  Yours  truly, 

Student.  (76/15.) 

[The  paper  complained  of  contains  eight  questions.  All  the 
•questions  are  fair  and  pharmaceutical  except  the  first,  viz. : — 

"A  sugar  is  being  examined  to  find  whether  it  has  the  formula 
C^HioO^  or  C]oH.,;Ou.  Sugars  of  the  former  class,  which  com- 
liine  with  phenylhydrazin,  give  osazons  of  the  formula 
C'isHooNjOj  ;  those  of  the  latter  class  may  give  osazons  of  the 
formula  Co  ^5.^,0,,.  The  sugar  under  examination  gives  an 
osazon  0'0325  gram  of  which  yields  2'7  c.c.  nitrogen  when 
measured  at  N.T.P.    What  is  the  probable  formula  of  the  sugar  ? 

"  [C  =  12,  N  =  14,  O  =  16.  2  grams  hydrogen  occupy  22'33 
litres  at  N.T.P.]  " 

This  question  looks  formidable,  but  is  really  not  so,  for  it  may 
be  paraphrased  thus  : — 

"0'0325  gram  of  a  bo:ly  yields  2'7  c.c.  of  nitrogen;  it  is  either 
ClfsHooN,,04  or  C  ,.,H-.N40.,.    Which  is  it  ?  " 

That  should  not  be  hard  to  a  man  who  has  attended  the  pre- 
scribed course  ;  but  as  only  six  questions  had  to  be  answered,  any 
•candidate  who  felt  No.  1  hard  could  have  passed  it. — Ed.  C.  &  D.] 

Fullers'  Earth. 

Sib  — With  your  permission  I  would  venture  to  point  out 
some  inaccurate  statements  in  an  article  on  this  subject  in 
your  issue  of  July  22  As  to  the  difference  in  quality  between 
the  yellow  and  the  blue  earths,  it  cannot  be  stated  as  a  fact 
that  there  is  more  sand  and  grit  in  one  that  in  the  other: 
both  differ  very  much  in  quality  even  in  the  same  bed.  In 
some  yellow  there  will  be  much  more  sand  and  grit  than  in 
some  blue,  and  vice  versa.    As  to  the  earth  used  by  the 


woollen-manufacturers  in  the  north  of  England,  Yorkshire  is 
the  chief  centre  of  consumption,  and,  except  in  one  district, 
the  earth  used  is  entirely  blue.  The  use  of  one  or  the  other 
depends  chiefly  upon  the  class  of  goods  manufactured. 

Among  oil-refiners  there  is  diversity  of  opinion  upon  the 
respective  values  of  blue  or  yellow  earth  for  their  refining- 
process  ;  but  by  far  the  largest  quantity  of  earth  used  by  oil- 
refiners  in  the  United  States  is  Surrey  drab  or  yellow  earth, 
and  the  shipments  of  lump  and  powdered  earth  now  exceed 
the  quantity  stated  by  "  An  ex- Miner." 

It  is  not  the  fact  that  the  fullers'  earth  at  Redhill,  in 
Surrey,  "is  nearly  all  gone."  The  available  worked  and 
unworked  beds  are,  it  is  true,  in  the  hands  of  one  company 
to  a  large  extent,  and  apart  from  that  company's  holding 
there  is  not  much  left :  but  there  is  enough  fullers'  earth 
near  Redhrll,  and  of  the  best  quality,  to  supply  an  increasing 
trade  for  many  generations.  The  quantity  of  earth  available 
in  Somersetshire  is,  it  is  true,  decreasing  more  or  less 
rapidly  ;  but  hero,  again,  there  is  a  supply  suilicient  to  last 
for  many  years  bevond  the  life  of  anyone  now  living.  On 
the  contrary,  the  Bedfordshire  beds  are  strictly  limited  in 
extent,  and  are  by  no  means  easily  accessible.  They  are 
worked  now  to  a  small  extent,  and  will  no  doubt  spring  into 
activity  once  more  when  the  palmy  times  referred  to  by  "  An 
ex-Miner  "  recur,  and  fullers'  earth,  either  in  the  lump  or 
powdered  state,  can  be  sold  at  60s.  per  ton. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theo.  Stbetch 
The  Fullers '-earth  Union  (Limited)  (Managing  Director). 

[From  all  of  which  we  infer  that  "  Ex-Miner's  "  statements  were 
not  inaccurate,  as  Mr.  Stretch  alleges,  but  that  the  two  gentle- 
men differ  on  matters  of  opinion.— Ed.  C.  &  23.] 

Whoever  saw  a  Berry  Bloom  ? 
Sib, — In  "  The  Farewell  Song  of  the  Bloomsbury  Student  " 
"  Syrupus  "  has  it  that  he  is  "  on  the  move  from  Bloomsbury 
to  go  where  berries  bloom."    This  worries  me,  and  I  say  : — 

Back  bumpkin  !  back  to  Bloomsbury 
And  brush  up  thy  botany; 
Then  answer  me  right  and  truly, 
Did'st  ever  thou  really  see 
A  regular  blooming  berry, 
A  bery  well  blooming  be '? 
Now  a  seedy  bloom's  a  berry 
Scd  vide  the  Summer  C.  D. 
A  beautiful,  bountiful  berry 
Is  "  bery  "  well  versa  vice. 
Go,  bury  a  bloom  ere  it  berries, 
'Twill  never  rebloom  for  thee, 
But  bury  a  ripe  berried  berry, 
And  blooms  will  come  U.  P. 

Yours  pharmacopoetically, 

Ffebyliadd.  (81/5.) 

Qualified  Assistants. 

Sib,- — As  a  qualified  assistant,  I  should  like  to  make  some 
reply  to  your  correspondent  "Verb.  Sap."  in  C.  J)., 
July  29.  He  appears  to  have  had  rather  an  unsatisfactory 
experience  of  chemists  as  employers  ;  but  I  think  his  "  store- 
cure  "  should  not  pass  unchallenged. 

The  lower  salaries  offered  by  bond-fide  chemists,  com- 
pared with  those  given  by  stores,  are  largely  due  to  the 
unfortunate  conditron  of  pharmacy  caused  by  the  stores, 
and  not  to  the  meanness  of  the  chemist.  While  the  salary 
is  the  chief  thing,  I  think  the  majority  of  assistants  would 
agree  with  me  that  some  consideration  should  be  given  to 
the  effect  that  our  actions  have  upon  our  fellow-craftsmen. 
The  fact  that  stores  pay  higher  salaries  than  chemists  is 
simply  because  many  qualified  men  refuse  such  situations 
under  the — perhaps  erroneous — impression  that  such  a  course 
would  be  detrimental  to  the  profession.  If  this  impression 
w*re  removed,  no  one  doubts  for  a  moment  that  the  salaries 
offered  by  stores  would  fall  to  that  of  the  common  or  garden 
chemist ;  it  is  simply  a  question  of  supply  and  demand. 
However,  the  difference  dees  exist,  and  is  a  gocd  sign  as 
shrvwiDg  that  esprit  de  corps  still  exists.  Let  me  assure 
"  Verb.  Sap.,''  and  others  of  his  kind,  that  the  best  way  to 
raise  salaries  all  round  is  for  all  qualified  men  to  determine 
to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  stores,  and  the  chemist  would 
then  have  a  chance  of  raising  his  salary.  If  all  wculd  pursue 
this  plan,  there  might  come  a  time  when  a  pharmacy  con- 
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ducted  on  honest  lines  could  be  opened  by  any  chemist  and 
druggist  with  some  prospect  of  success,  and  we  should  not 
be  for  ever  destined  to  sign  ourselves  a 

Qualified  Assistant.  (81/15) 

Thanks  to  the  "  C.  &  D." 
Sir, — Although  I  have  not  proved  myself  particularly 
bright  in  a  few  of  your  recent  Students'  Corner  competitions, 
I  think  it  only  just  to  thank  both  the  proprietors  of  the 
C.  I),  and  Mr.  R.  J.  Moss  for  the  free  tuition  which  en- 
abled me,  with  my  little  home-made  "  lab  ,"  to  gain  sufficient 
experience  to  pass  the  last  Minor  exam,  (or,  rather,  the 
qualitative  chemical  portion  of  it)  successfully. 

Yours  gratefully, 

Aeo.  (21/99.) 


Dispensing  Notes. 

This  section  is  intended  for  the  elucidation  of  dispensing 
difficulties.  Subscribers  and  their  employes  may  contribute 
to  it,  criticising  any  of  the  following  notes  or  contributing 
notes  on  prescriptions  which  they  have  found  to  be  of 
real  interest. 


Zinc  Sulphate  and  Tr.  Opii  in  an  Eye-lotion. 

66/34.  A.  P.  O.  S. — We  cannot  understand  what  your 
doctor's  customer  was  driviog  at,  but  we  agree  with  him 
that  in  an  eye- lotion  containing  sulphate  of  zinc  and  tincture 
of  opium,  if  any  precipitate  is  formed,  the  lotion  should  be 
filtered.  It  is  exceedingly  undesirable  to  send  out  collyria  in 
a  muddy  condition,  as  the  particles  create  great  irritation. 

Unusual  Prescriptions. 

80,3.  T.  F.  W. — The  prescriptions  are  cirelessly  written. 
We  think  there  is  no  doubt  the  first  one,  for  the  colourless 
iodine,  was  intended  to  be  tr.  iodi,  not  iodine.  The  second  is 
for  glycerin-extract  of  red  marrow,  which  you  can  obtain 
from  any  wholesale  house. 

A  Bismuth  Mixture. 

Sib, — I  am  sendiDg  you  half  of  a  6  oz.  mixture  prepared 
according  to  the  following  prescription  : — 

Magn.  carb.  pond.    ...       ...       ...  5j. 

Liq.  bismuthi...       ...       ...       ...  .^ss. 

Liq.  opii  Bed. ...        ...        ...        ...  oiiss. 

Glyc.  pepsin   3ss. 

Aq.  dest.  ad  ...       ...       ...  ... 

Sig. :  §ss.  ex  aq.  t.i.d.  p.c. 

I  should  like  to  know  how  you  account  for  the  mixture 
turning  greenish,  and  what  you  think  of  the  prescribing. 

Yours  obediently, 
St.  Boswells.  Jas.  Robertson. 

[The  sediment  is  b'ack,  doubtless  owing  to  the  presence  of 
some  sulphuretted  compound  in  the  glycerin  of  pepsin 
reacting  with  the  bismuth  precipitated,  but  the  clear 
portion  is  yellowish,  as  it  should  be.  The  prescribing  is  not 
elegant,  but  he  would  be  a  bold  man  who  would  say  that  the 
mixture  will  not  relieve  dyspepsia  as  well  as  many  more 
elegant  combinations  ] 

84/57.  Assistant. — It  bas  been  pointed  out  many  times  in 
This  Chemist  and  Druggist,  and  it  is  also  mentioned  in 
the  "  Art  of  Dispensing,"  tbat  bismuth-mixtures  com- 
pounded with  mucilage  of  acacia  are  peculiarly  liable  to  cake 
on  the  bottom  of  the  bottle.  It  is  for  this  reason  that 
tragacanth  is  preferred. 

85/31.  Wilts. — The  pills  ordered  in  the  prescription  you 
send  are  undoubtedly  intended  to  contain  4  gr.  each. 


Legal  Queries. 

84/1'.  E  G.  I. — A  grocer  cannot  legally  sell  morphia. 
We  do  not;  think  you  are  quite  correct  in  saying  that  the 
te  thing-powders  you  mention  have  been  proved  to  cor  tain 
morphia. 


78/54  Protection  — The  registration  of  your  label  as  a 
trade-mark  will  cost  you  25s.  plus  the  cost  of  an  eograving 
of  the  label  for  the  purpose  of  publication.  You  will  be 
called  upon  to  disclaim  exclusive  use  of  the  title  "  Fowl 
Specific,"  which  is  descriptive,  and  it  would  be  futile  to 
attempt  to  register  these  words  by  themselves. 

78/60.  BelUs  Perennis — The  saline- wrapper  appears  to  us 
rather  like  Eno's,  whom  it  may  induce  to  take  proceedings 
against  you.  Then  it  would  not  be  difficult  for  a  smart 
barrister  to  convince  a  judge  that  it  is  a  colourable  imitation. 
Better  adopt  a  design  which  will  make  your  own  saline  dis- 
tinctive. 

79/48.  R.  II. — There  is  nothing  to  prevent  you  putting 
up  seidlitz-powders  of  B  P.  strength  or  double  strength  and 
flavouring  or  colouring  them,  provided  you  clearly  state 
cn  the  label  that  they  are  flavoured,  coloured,  or  stronger 
than  the  B.P.  Your  envelopes  meet  the  requirements 
exactly. 

72/66.  Strychnia. — There  is  nothing  in  the  Pharmacy 
Act  or  aDy  other  Act  to  compel  you  to  produce  your  poison- 
book  on  the  request  of  a  policeman.  Tbat  book  is  entrusted 
to  you,  and  the  Pharmacy  Act  states  what  it  is  for.  It  is 
doubtless  understood  that  sucb  books  may  assist  the  ends 
of  justice,  but  magistrates  have  held  that  chemists  would  be 
unwise  to  permit  policemen  to  inspect  the  poison-book.  It 
should  only  be  produced  in  court  and  given  to  the  Bench, 
not  to  the  police,  who  are  interested  parties  in  most  actions. 
Certainly  you  were  quite  right  in  declining  to  give  the 
police-sergeant  a  list  of  the  names  of  persons  to  whom  you 
had  sold  strychnine. 

248/16.  Edison — You  should  read  the  report  of  the 
General  Medical  Council's  deliberations  regarding  the  em  - 
ployment of  unqualified  men  by  registered  dentists  in  our 
issue  of  June  10,  page  927,  also  the  editorial  on  the 
subject.  We  do  not  think  the  Council  would  be  so  unwise 
as  to  take  action  in  cases  where  extractions,  &c,  are  per- 
formed without  chloroform,  but  if  they  do  we  feel  sure  that 
their  action  will  be  challenged  by  a  compact  body  of 
dentists. 

83/32.  F.  H.  S.  has  accidentally  added  some  methylated 
spirit  to  orange- wine,  and  he  asks  how  he  may  recover 
the  wine  so  as  to  obtain  it  free  from  taste  and  smell.  The 
law  does  not  permit  him  to  treat  the  mixture  in  any  way 
whatever,  and  his  safest  plan  is  to  pour  it  down  the  drain. 

79/17.  W.  P.  sold  a  camera  to  a  man  on  credit,  who 
afterwards,  through  drink,  had  to  enter  the  workhouse.  The 
customer's  landlady  holds  the  camera  as  security  for  money 
owing  to  her  by  her  late  lodger.  "  W.  P."  asks  if  he  can 
legally  claim  the  return  of  the  camera  from  tbe  landlady. 
[Our  correspondent  parted  with  the  property  in  the 
camera  when  he  handed  it  over  to  his  customer  on  credit, 
and  he  cannot  retake  possession  of  it.  The  landlady  has  no 
lien  on  the  property,  and  has  no  more  interest  in  it  than  our 
correspondent.  The  only  way  to  get  possession  is  to  procure 
an  authority  from  the  debtor,  by  the  judicious  application 
of  a  bribe,  with  liberty  to  use  his  name,  to  recover  same  from 
the  landlady.  It  would  be  necessary  to  employ  a  solicitor  to 
deal  with  the  matter  ] 

75,23.  Rex,  last  October,  put  some  turpentine  into  an 
aura'ed-water  bottle,  and  labelled  it  in  the  ordinary  way. 
The  bottle  was  embossed  with  the  name  of  an  aerated- water 
maker.  "  Rex  "  is  now  threatened  with  an  action  by  a 
bottlers'  association,  and  wants  to  know  if  he  is  liable. 
[We  relieve  he  would  be  held  liable  under  the  Merchan- 
dise Marks  Act.] 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 


68/43  Cheshire  — The  powder  used  for  enlarging  quarter- 
plats  Legatives  to  half-plate  is  fluoride  of  sodium.  The  plates 
are  soaked  in  a  weak  solution  of  the  salt.  A  weak  solution 
of  hydrofluoric  acid,  or  even  hydrochloric  acid,  is  used  for 
the  same  purpose. 
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41/68.  C.  W. — Eczema-ointment. — This  is  a  mixture  of 
lanoline,  white  vaseline,  and  zinc  ointment  in  equal  p-opor- 
tions.    It  makes  a  useful  ointment  if  not  a  "  sure  curtf." 

41/6.  II.  D. — (1)  The  Veterinary  Ointment  is  a  resin 
ointment  coloured  with  chlorophyll.  An  ointment  of  this 
kind  is  a  safe  remedy  for  wounds,  and  a  good  hoof-dressing 
for  horses.  (2)  Fornie's  "  Herbal  Simples  "  (Wright,  Bristjl) 
is  a  book  you  will  find  useful  for  refeicnce  on  herbal  remedies. 

16/17.  Alpha. — The  Powder  for  Hsd  water  in  cattle 
contains  black  antimony  (3  gr.),  powdered  gentian  (2  gr.), 
and  sugar  (40  gr.).  The  quantities  in  parentheses  are 
approximately  the  proportion  of  the  ingredients. 

26/1.  J.  G. — (1)  Fowl-specific  for  the  prevention  and 
cure  of  cholera  in  fowls  : — 

Mag.  sulph   J  lb. 

Sulph.  sublim.         ...       ...       ...    1  lb. 

Ferr.  peroxid.  ...    2  oz. 

Antirn.  nigr.  ...       ...       ...       ...    2  oz. 

M. 

A  tablespoonful  of  the  powder  is  mixed  with  the  food  for 
twelve  fowls.  The  addition  of  a  little  spice  would  improve 
the  powder.  (2)  Wnite  Oils  for  cattle. — One  of  the  simplest 
recipes  is — 

01.  terebinth   ...       ...       ...  jjxvj. 

Camphorse    Jj. 

Sap.  mollis     ...       ...       ...       ...  31]". 

Aq.  dest.    Jij  vel  q.s. 

Mix  the  soap  with  the  water.  Dissolve  the  camphor  in 
the  turpentine  ;  mix  the  two,  and  bring  down  to  the  desired  con- 
sistency with  water. 

"Pharmaceutical  Formulas"  contains  several  other  recipes 
for  white  oils. 

66/5.  Siim  Unci. — You  cm  restore  the  colour  of  ung. 
samouci  vir.  by  remelting  with  calorophyll,  bu;  as  the  loss 
of  colour  is  generally  a  sign  that  the  ointment  has  become 
rancid,  it  is  usually  thro  vn  away  or  used  as  cart- grease  as 
soon  as  it  reaches  that  stage. 

66,1.  Mizpah.  —The  answer  we  recently  gave  yoa  seems 
to  cover  jour  present  inquiry. 

61/2  Anxious. — We  make  out  the  oils  used  for  keeping 
foxes  away  from  game  when  sitting  on  eggs,  to  be  a  mixture 
of  tar  oil  and  animal  oil.  Ic  is  not  possible  to  exactly 
analyse  the  preparation. 

47/2.  W.  J.  C.  E. — A  liquid  we  recently  examined,  which 
was  used  for  preserving  satmon-roe  for  fish-bait,  contained 
both  glycerin  and  formalin,  the  latter  only  in  small  pro- 
portion. 

44/55.  S.  H.  F. — There  are  several  methods  of  Hardening 
Steel,  some  of  them  quite  empirical.  One  formula  we  have 
known  to  give  satisfaction  is  to  heat  together  in  a 
crucible — 

Potassium  pmssiate...       ...       ...    1  lb. 

Sodium  chloride    ...    3  lbs. 

Sodium  borate    4  oz. 

Potassium  cyanide  ...       ...       ...    2  oz. 

The  steel  is  placed  in  the  contents  of  the  crucible  until  hot, 
when  it  is  taken  out  and  plunged  into  cold  water. 

59/29.    Yera.v. — (1)  Popular  Pick-me-up  : — 

Spt.  chloroformi      ...       ...       ...  5ij. 

Liq.  potasste  ...       ...       ...       ...  jss. 

Ac.  hydrocyart.  dil.  ...       ...       ...  5j. 

Tr.  cardam.  simp.    ...       ...       ...  jy. 

Syrupi  jy. 

Aq.  ad  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  5*. 

M. 

gss.  to  be  mixed  with  a  "  split  "  soda  and  quickly  swallowed. 
(2)  Your  sample  of  pearlash  reached  us  in  a  liquid  condition, 
and  wrought  bavoc  among  the  letters  with  which  it  came  in 
contact.  A  chip-box  is  not  a  suitable  container  for  a  de- 
liquescent salt.  We  would  also  point  out  that  we  do  not 
undertake  analyses  which  are  not  of  general  interest  to  our 
readers. 


40/38.  Query. — The  samples  of  composition  used  for 
Polishing  the  Heels  of  Boots  by  revolving  brushes  are, 
the  black  one,  ozokerite  residue,  and,  the  red  one,  a  mixture 
of  resin,  Venice  turpentine,  and  vet  milion.  The  manufacture 
of  these  heel-ball  compositions  is  mostly  specialised. 

42,40.  Dandruff. — (1)  We  have  asked  "  Pharmaceutical 
Camerist"  to  give  us  a  teply  to  your  query.  He  says  :  "I 
have  a  stock  ot  cameras  for  letting  out  on  hire,  which  I  have 
mostly  obtained  second-band  or  taken  in  part-exchange, 
but,  of  course,  they  are  all  in  perfect  working-order.  The 
hand-cameras  compiise  two  Kodaks,  a  Frena,  and  four  other 
kinds,  but  I  am  bound  to  say  the  letting-out  of  hand  - 
cameras  is  less  satisfactory  than  stand-cameras.  The  class 
of  customers  who  require  hand-cameras  are  often  people 
without  the  slightest  knowledge  of  photography  who  come 
in  the  night  before  they  start  for  their  holiday  to  hire  a 
camera  to  take  away  with  them.  Another  class  of  persocs 
are  those  used  to  stand-cameras,  who  require  a  hand- 
camera  for  occasional  use;  these  are  a  more  satisfactory 
class  of  customer,  but  care  should  be  taken  that  they 
thoroughly  understand  the  workiDg  of  the  changing  arrange  - 
ment.  In  the  case  of  stand-nameras  I  keep  quarter-plate, 
half-plate,  whole-plate,  and  15  by  12  cameras  for  hire.  I 
lind  that  customers  often  want  to  use  a  camera  of  a  larger 
size  than  the  one  they  own,  aad  hence  it  is  that  the  larger 
sizes  are  more  in  demand.  These  large  cameras  I  bougbs 
new.  Each  set  has  a  duplicate  card  on  which  the  items 
comprising  it  are  entered,  and  these  are  gone  through  when 
the  camera  is  sent  out  and  is  received  back.  Occasionally  a 
focussing-screen  is  returned  broken,  but  otherwise  I  have 
never  had  to  complain  of  rough  usage.  My  charges  for  hirp 
vary  as  to  the  camera,  but  are  based  on  the  rate  of  5  to  10 
per  cent,  of  the  cost  of  the  camera  per  day.  For  a  week  or 
more  a  much  lower  ra'e  obtains."  (2)  If  you  wish  to 
cheapen  the  application  to  remove  dandruff  (C. 
October  9,  1897,  page  605)  you  could  make  it  an  aqueous, 
lotion  by  leaving  out  the  spirit,  which  would  necessitate  the 
omission  of  the  castor  oil  and  Peruvian  balsam,  and  alter  the 
character  of  the  preparation  altogether.  The  spirit  in  this 
case  has  a  pronounced  medicinal  effect. 

43/22.  E  II.  R. — The  sample  of  liniment  answers  to  the 
composition  you  ascribe  to  it,  and  we  think  a  few  experi- 
ments with  soft-soap,  turpentine,  powdered  capsicum,  and 
water  will  result  in  a  satisfactory  imitation  of  it. 

43/32.  Eton.  —  Books  for  the  study  of  Commercial 
Frencb.  and  German — Carroue's  "Course  of  Commercial 
French,"  3s.  (Hachette),  and  Yogel's  series  of  "Commercial 
Manuals  "  (Gloeckner,  Leipz'g)  are  the  best  we  know. 
Hachette  &  Co  ,  18  King  William  Street,  W.C.,  probably 
have  several  other  books  of  commercial  courses  in  stock. 

69/35  (A.  L.  B.)  and  29/86  (V.  D.  D.).— Brown  boot 
Polish. — These  samples  are  different  from  any  we  have 
examined  lately.  The  base  appears  to  be  a  solution  of 
gelatin  in  water,  of  a  strength  of  from  5  ij.  to  51V.  to  Oj. 
It  is  preserved  by  the  addition  of  creosote,  ana  coloured 
with  aonatto. 

62,35.  B.  D.  Co.  (Agra)— :i)  The  illustrated  cata- 
logues of  most  druggists'  sundries  houses  contain  figures 
and  prices  of  ear-trumpets.  (2)  London  Specialists  for- 
Ear- diseases. —Mr.  Lennox  B  owne,  Mr.  Dandas  Grint, 
Dr.  Percy  Jakins,  Dr.  L.  H.  P.  g'er,  and  Dr.  W.  Prit:hard. 
Refer  tc  the  1899  Diaby  for  the  addres-es. 

67/51.    Fixing  — Toning  bath  ready  for  use  : — 

Gold  chloride  ...    2  gr. 

Ammonium  sulphocyanide  ...       ...    30  gr. 

Distilled  water    16  oz. 

Mix. 

This  bath  suits  most  brands  of  printiDg-out  paper. 

78/55  Lux.—  One-solution  Developer. — Two  good  for- 
mulas will  be  found  by  reterric?  to  the  C  A"  D.,  Febiuary  11,. 
1899,  page  262,  and  March  25,  1899.  page  513. 

84/13.  Xylem. — The  quartily  of  tartaric  acid  for  an 
8-pint  seltzogene-charge  is  44  scrup'es.  and  of  bicarbena'e 
of  soda  54  scruples.  As  you  say,  the  qoaati'ies  given  by  the 
different  makers  vary,  but  cnly  within  narrow  limits. 
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75/26.  Canis. — Amjkosaseptin  is  linen  saturated  with  a 
hot  solution  of  borax.  We  do  not  know  that  anyone  possesses 
proprietary  rights  in  such  an  article. 

75/35.  Nemo. — Acid  sulphate  of  potash,  beirig  a  by- 
product, necessarily  varies  as  regards  adherent  water.  The 
only  plan  to  adopt  to  ensure  a  product  which  will  not  go 
moist  is  to  dry  each  batch  of  the  fait  before  mixing  with  the 
10  per  cent,  of  rice  flour. 

78/3.  T.  A. — In  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diaey, 
1896,  there  is  a  comprehensive  article  on  "How  to  Do  the 
Photographic  Trade,"  which  it  would  pay  you  to  read. 
Since  then  articles  on  the  same  subject  b«v«  be^n  publish°d 
in  tbe  O.  S>  D..  Mav  23.  1896,  cage  750;  April  2,  1893, 
page  546;  April  9,  1898,  page  585;  and  March  25,  1899, 
page  497. 

66/19.  Tyke — Spirit-varnishes.  —  Tbe  cheapest  kinds 
are  simply  solutions  of  resin  (3  oz.)  in  spirit  (1  pint),  or 
with  (|  oz  )  "Venice  turpentine  added.  A  better  varnish  is 
made  by  such  a  formula  as  the  following  : — 

Shellac    1  lb. 

Sandarac       ...       ...    1  oz. 

Gum  thua      ...       ...       ...       ...  6  dr. 

Copal  spirit-varnish   2  oz. 

Spirit   2  pints 

Low-grade  varnishes  are  solutions  of  resin  in  various  solvent 
naphthas. 

70/20.  W.  R — One-solution  Hair-dyes. — For  a  brown 
dye  a  solution  of  pyrogallol  or  quinol  is  used,  the  strength 
being  an  ounce  of  either  of  these  substance?  in  6  oz.  of  a 
mixture  of  spirit  and  water.  The  one-solution  black  hair- 
dyes  are  solutions  of  nitrate  of  silver.  They  act  slower  than 
two-solution  dyes.  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  contains 
several  hair-dye  recipes. 

67/50.  Nemo — What  was  your  sample  of  worm-killer 
like  1    We  tnink  you  must  have  omitted  to  labsl  it. 

70/37.  A.  de  C.  ((Mend).— The  Label-paste  given  in 
the  C.  %  D.,  June  3,  page  900,  is  a  suitable  one  to  use  for 
sticking  labels  on  collapsible  tubes. 

58/42.  Byno. — Your  inquiry  was  answered  in  the  C.  If  D., 
July  15,  1899,  page  105.  There  is  no  book  published  dealing 
especially  with  the  making  of  extract  of  malt. 

80/10.  A.  L.  Francis. — The  words  on  the  Apothecaries' 
Society's  coat-of-arms  are  "  Opiferque  per  orbem  dicor" 
=  "lam  known  all  over  the  world  as  the  Healer."  They 
are  quoted  from  Ovid's  "Metamorphoses,"  i.  521,  where  they 
-are  tpoken  by  Apollo,  the  god  of  medicine  and  healicg. 


Information  Wanted. 

The  Editor  will  be  obliged  for  repliesto  the  following  from  any 
who  can  furnish  the  information. 


86/32.    Who  are  the  makers  of  "  Atlas  "  aniline  dyes  ? 

83/16.  Name  oE  proprietors  of  Cockburn's  patent  hot- 
water  bags. 

87/19.  Where  can  "  Byard's  directions  for  using  eucalyptus 
oil  "  be  procured  1 

10/8.  Where  can  "  Citroid,"  used  for  making  aerated 
water,  be  obtained  ? 

82/28.  Makers  of  Howard's  "  Rectified  Toilet-paraffin,"  or 
where  obtainable. 

80/57.  Monroy  et  Cie.'s  seltzogenes :  name  of  British 
agent  or  manufacturers'  address. 

87/53.  Who  are  the  makers  of  Gelder's  patent  tube- 
brushes  with  cross-piece  at  end  of  wire  1 

80/17.  Name  of  agent  or  wholesale-house  who  keeps 
"  uiethral-anthrophones,"  made  by  Berliner  Capsules- 
fabrik,  Joh  Lehmann,  Berlin. 

74/41.  Pocket-cases,  containing  fork  for  removing  plugs, 
cap  scissors,  plain  scissors,  forceps,  chemists'  memoranda,  a 
few  tablets,  and  sticking-plaster  :  who  puts  these  up  1 


Commercial  Botes. 


SICILIAN  SULPHUR. 

The  exportation  from  Me'sina  during  the  first  half  of  the 
present  year  amounted  to  269,454  tons,  against  284,570  toDs 
during  the  same  period  of  la»t  year,  or  a  lalling  off  of  16  21^ 
tons.  Stock  on  July  I  amounted  to  2.720,992  cantars  (209  307 
tons)  against  1,616  760  canlars  (124,356  tons)  last  year,  or 
an  excess  of  1,104  232  cantars.  Notwithstanding  this,  prices 
have  remained  stationary  in  Sicdy,  with  a  rather  firmer 
tendency,  and,  for  finer  qualities  especially,  business  has 
been  difficult,  because  the  principal  holders  are  not  ready 
sellers,  and  are  asking  higher  prices.  They  are  also  buying 
from  outside  producers  in  oider  to  sustain  the  market 
Sulphur  from  '  outside  '  mines  can  be  bought  cheaper,  bat 
large  parcels  cannot  be  obtained.  The  tyrdicate  has  can- 
celled its  contract  with  the  refiners  and  millers  of  Catania, 
which  are  row  free.  However,  the  syndicate,  in  spite  of  the 
heavy  shocks  it  holds  at  Catania  both  of  refined,  sublimed, 
and  ground  sulphurs,  has  already  enteted  into  competition 
with  the  millers  by  buying  from  the  outsiders  the  sulphur 
coming  to  Catania  for  sale,  evidently  with  the  object  of 
maintaining  present  prices. 

INDIAN  v.   CHINESE  OPIUM. 

Indian  opium  is  a  gradually  vanishing  import  into  China 
(says  Oonsul  J.  Scott  of  Chinbiang).  In  the  ten  years  end- 
ing 1884  some  10,000  chests  were  annually  brought  into 
Chinbiang,  but  during  the  past  ten  Tears  the  annual  avera?" 
has  fallen,  until  at  the  present  moment  it  is  below  3,000 
chests.  This  decrease  is  not  due  to  any  cessation  rn  th« 
part  of  the  Chinese  in  the  use  of  the  drug,  but  simply  be- 
cause the  Indian  product  is  being  ousted  from  the  market 
by  a  cheaper  home-grown  article — cheaper  because  the  dues 
and  duties  levied  upon  na'ive  opium  do  not  amount  to  one 
half  of  the  charges  exacted  from  the  Indian  product.  As  it 
is  the  bulk  of  the  Indian  drug  is  used  chiefly  for  mixing 
purposes,  in  order  to  fortify  native  opium.  Arrangements 
are  being  introduced  by  the  maritime  customs  whereby  only 
unadulterated  Indian  opium  can  be  certificated  for  inlatd 
transit.  Hitherto  merchants  were  allowed  to  piy  duty  and 
likin,  take  away  the  opium  to  their  hongs,  and  afterwards 
bring  it  back,  divided  up  into  small  parcels,  as  they  chose, 
and  receive  certificates  for  being  carried  inland.  Fall 
opportunity  was  thus  afforded  to  unscrupulous  dealers  to 
manipulate  their  goods,  and  many  did  not  hesitate  to  do  so. 
Hereafter,  however,  all  Indian  opium  will  be  opened  anrt 
divided  into  parcels  for  transit-certificate  in  bond  under  the 
immediate  supervision  and  inspection  of  the  Foreign  Customs. 
The  import  for  1898  remains  only  a  few  chests  under  the 
quantity  imported  in  1897,  and  this  is  due  to  the  failure  of 
the  Chinese  crops.  Last  year  was  an  exceptionally  bad 
harvest  for  native  opium,  as,  instead  of  the  10,000  chests 
expected,  only  one-half  that  quantity  was  actually  gathered. 
None  of  this  native  opium  passes  under  the  cognisance  of  the 
Maritime  Customs.  Tbe  cultivation  of  the  poppy  is  sup- 
posed to  be  interdicted  by  Imperial  decree.  Occasionally 
proclamations  are  issued  denouncing  the  iniquity  of  devoting 
to  the  growth  of  opium  the  land  required  for  rice  and  grain, 
the  staple  food  of  the  people,  but  such  denunciations  are 
merely  brutum  fitlmen,  intended  for  the  extraction  by  the 
officials  concerned  of  increased  fees  and  indulgercies  for 
permitting  poppy  cultivation.  Of  Indian  opium.  Malwa  is 
the  most  affected  by  smokers.  No  less  than  2,900  chests 
were  imported  in  1898,  against  47  chasts  of  Patna  and  3 
chests  of  Benares.  Persian  opium  has  long  ago  ceased  to  be 
imported  into  Chinkiang.  The  purity  of  the  drug  could  net 
be  defended  upon,  and  the  flavour  was  too  acrid  for  smokers 
unless  mixed  with  Indian.  The  quality  of  tbe  native  opium 
has  year  by  year  been  improving.  The  growers  are  ac- 
quiring greater  experience  in  handling  their  crops,  and  th=t 
dealers  show  greater  skill  in  manipulating  the  manufactured 
article.  Bat  Indian  opium  must  always  command  a  certain 
sale,  in  coc sequence  of  its  purity.  Chinese  cannot  be  relied 
upon  to  produce  an  unadulterated  article  ;  they  have  to  study 
their  customers,  who  are  too  poor  to  pay  the  price  of  a  fir-t- 
class  article. 
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The  prices  quoted  below  are  the  bottom  prices 
obtained  for  bulk  quantities  by  Importers  and 
manufacturers,  who  do  not  supply  retailers.  They 
are  In  many  cases  exclusive  of  various  charges. 

42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  August  io. 
rjIHE  state  of  business  remains  as  previously  reported,  and 
-A.  although  this  has  been  a  broken  week,  there  is  a  steady 
undercurrent  of  trade,  especially  in  a  few  fine  chemicals 
Cocaine  has  again  been  advanced  by  makers,  who  only  book 
orders  subject  to  confirmation  at  current  rates. 

In  drugs  there  is  next  to  nothing  doing,  buyers  awaiting 
the  auctions  next  week. 

The  following  are  the  other  principal  movements  of  the 
week  : — 


High  er 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Camphor 
(crude  and 
Germ.  re- 
fined) 

Cantharides 

Caustic  soda 

Cocaine 

Coriander 

Ergot 

Oil,  turpentine 
Pepper 

Ammonia  sul- 
phate 
Bleaohing- 

powder 
(home- trade) 

Copper  sul- 
phate 

Quinine 

The  following  are  the  principal  arrivals  of  drugs,  etc.,  at  this 
and  other  British  ports  from  August  3  to  9,  both  inclusive: — 
Argols,  23  ;  arrowroot,  100  ;  balsams  (from  Acajutla),  20  ;  benzoin, 
16  ;  buchu,  7;  camphor,  5  ;  cardamoms,  61 ;  castor  oil  (Italian) 
37,  (E.I.)  196,  (Belg.)15;  chamomiles,  16;  cinchona  (S.  Amer.), 
200;  oit  ric  acid,  40  ;  citronella  oil,  1C0 ;  cocaine  (crude),  7 ;  cod- 
liver  oil,  60;  croton-seed,  12;  cubebs,  18;  dragon's-blood,  38; 
gamboge,  6;  gum  arabic,  33;  honey  (W.  I.)  76,  (Chil.)  104; 
insect-flowers,  76 ;  iodine,  13 ;  ipecacuanha  (Rio)  74,  (from 
New  York)  5,  (Cartagena)  3;  kino  (E.  I.)  6;  lemon-juice, 
40  ;  lime-juice  (W.  I.)  116,  (N.  Z.)  8;  lime  oil,  44;  nux  vomica, 
507;  opium,  234,  (from  New  York)  25 ;  otto  of  rose,  2 ;  quinine 
(cases)  150;  rhubarb,  108;  sarsaparilla,  19;  senna,  9:  shellac, 
1,783 ;  sulphur  (tons)  200,  (pkgs )  1,215 ;  tamarinds  (W.  I.)  93  ; 
vanilla,  12 ;  wax  (bees'),  120. 


Oil  of  YIang=YIang. 

A  New  York  dealer  in  essential  oils  has  informed  a 
reporter  of  the  N,  Y.  Commercial  that  oil  of  ylang-ylang  is 
rapidly  falling  into  disuse,  being  replaced  by  violet  essences 
and  others.  He  remembers  the  time  when  200  gallocs  of 
ylang-ylang  would  be  consumed  whereas  now  it  would  be 
difficult  to  sell  25  It  is  further  stated  that  although  the  oil 
is  almost  unobtainable  in  New  York  stocks  are  ample  for  the 
small  demand,  and  it  is  impossible  to  advance  prices. 

The  Annatto-crop. 

Mr.  Van  Starrex,  of  Crystal  Hill,  Matale,  Ceylon,  who  is 
one  of  the  largest  cultivators  of  annatto  in  the"  island,  says 
the  ancatto  "  fly "  has  been  so  bad  in  the  Matale  district 
this  year  that  fears  are  entertained  that  the  crop  out-turn 
will  not  pay  for  upkeep,  and  there  is  a  fear  of  the  plant 
going  out  of  cultivation.  At  any  rate,  the  poor  crop,  with 
the  low  prices  new  given  for  the  article,  is  likely  to  stDp  the 
manufacture  of  the  dye  on  Crystal  Hill  for  the  present. 

The  Japanese  Camphor-monopoly. 

Our  Yokohama  correspondent,  writing  on  July  5,  reports 
that  serious  difficulties  have  arisen  over  the  camphor-mono- 
poly in  Formosa.  In  official  circles  of  the  Government 
anxieties  are  entertained  with  regard  to  the  enforcement  of 
the  law  which  necessitates  a  reduction  in  the  number  of 
•  manufacturing-pans  to  one-third,  as  this  will  doubtless 
cause  open  rebellion  on  the  part  of  the  natives.  As  is  well 
known,  the  finances  of  this  industry  are  largely  in  the  hands 


of  foreign  residents  and  European  capitalists,  and  it  is  sai 
that  when  the  law  is  enforced  these  foreigners  will  no 
doubt  assist  the  natives  to  rebel  against  the  monopoly.  The 
Government  Is,  therefore,  considering  how  it  shall  recom- 
pense the  natives  for  their  loss  of  employment,  and  it  is 
suggested  that  employment  should  bo  found  for  them  as 
coolies  in  constructing  railways  in  the  island.  In  con- 
nection with  the  above,  Commercial  Intelligence  has  the 
following: — "  The  Fiji,  a  Japanese  paper,  says  that  serious 
evils  have  arisen  in  connection  with  the  camphor-monopoly. 
Those  who  havo  obtained  licences  to  manufacture  camphor, 
but  have  not  yet  fixed  their  apparatus,  have  commenced 
operations  in  the  camphor-forests,  while  many  Japanese  and 
Formosans  are  alleged  to  be  engaged  in  secret  manufacture, 
with  the  result  of  irregular  cutting  of  camphor-trees  and  the 
production  of  camphor  of  an  inferior  quality." 

Board  of  Trade  Returns. 

For  the  Month. 


July,  1898 

July,  1899 
£ 

39,935,372 
23,195,958 
5,441,488 

Increase 

Imports  

Exports  ... 
Be-exports 

£ 

35,903,039 
20,089,878 
5,243,001 

£ 

4,032,333 
3,106,080 
198,487 

Total  trade  ... 

61,235,918 

68,572,818 

7,336,900 

For  the  Seven 

Months. 

1898 

1893 

Increase 

Imports  ... 
Exports  ... 
Be-exports 

Total  trade  ... 

£ 

271,881,490 
132,598,057 
37,21^,563 

£ 

276,639,107 
149,717,852 
38,948,805 

£ 

4,757,617 
17,119,795 
1,732,242 

441,695,110 

465,305,764 

23,609,654 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures,  the  returns  are 
highly  satisfactory,  imports  and  exports  both  increasing. 
Among  the  imports  for  the  month  there  is  an  increase  of 
19  760^.  in  chemicals  dye-stuffs,  &c,  the  details  of  which 
include  alkali  2,150  cwt,  brimstone  2,388  cwt ,  borax  831 
cwt.,  cutch  and  gambier  16  814  tons,  alizarine  dyes  5.985Z , 
valonia  3.047Z.,  and  other  articles  24,979^.  ;  against  which 
we  have  a  decrease  of  I3.230Z.  in  the  amount  of  chemical 
manufactures  and  products  unenumered,  including  cochineal 
by  1,071  cwt.,  indigo  9,865  cwt.,  saltpetre  2,418  cwt.,  and 
tanners'  bark  6,166  csvr.  In  oils  there  is  an  increase  of 
194, 324£.,  mostly  due  to  the  petroleum  import?.  Olive  oil 
and  palm  oil,  however,  show  decreases  of  35,886  turs  and 
26,805  cwt.  respectively.  Peruvian  bark  increased  by  12  843 
cwt.,  as  also  did  gum  arabic  by  4  620  cwt.  The  importation 
of  unenumerated  drugs  shows  an  augmentation  of  14,987Z , 
the  figures  being :  — 

1897  1898  1899 

£  £  £ 

Julv    88,509       67,221  82,118 

January-July      ...     523,910      511,207  624,442 

On  the  export  side  there  are  increases  in  every  trade,  with 
the  exception  of  apparel  and  chemicals,  the  latter  showing 
a  net  decrease  of  1.044Z.,  due  to  sulphate  of  copper  and 
chemical  manure,  while  drugs  and  medicinal  preparations 
increased  by  4  819Z ,  and  "  other  articles  "  under  this  heading 
by  35,742Z.  The  figures  comprising  drugs  and  medicines 
were : — 

1897  1898  1899 

£  £  £ 

Julv    91,177       84.886  89.705 

January-July     ...     644,614      616,452  669,024 

Cinchona  in  the  Wynaad. 

As  already  announced,  the  Madras  Government's  recent 
decisi>n  to  extend  its  cinchona-planting  opsra'ions  has 
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caused  no  little  surprise  amongst  planters,  as  it  was  under- 
stood that  Government's  intention  was  to  cease  competing 
with  private  growers.  However,  that  Government  now  con- 
tends (1)  that  it  can  grow  its  own  bark  cheaper  than  it  can 
buy  it  from  the  planters,  and  (2)  that  it  mu9t  be  indepen- 
dent of  private  grower?,  who  one  year  may  put  a  lot  of  bark 
on  the  market  and  the  next  year  none  at  all.  It  is  aleo  con- 
tended that  Government  sells  very  little  of  its  quinine  to  the 
■outside  public,  the  bulk  of  it  ?oing  to  Government  hospitals 
and  dispensaries.  The  Wynaad  correspondent  of  the  Madras 
Mail  writes : — 

Cinchona  is  beginning  to  look  as  if  it  would  pay  to  plant 
-again ;  but  in  view  of  the  number  of  years  one  has  to  wait  before 
•the  bark  is  fit  to  harvest  and  of  the  hard  times,  not  much  is  likely 
•to  be  done  in  this  line — just  yet,  at  any  rate.  Those  who  still  have 
•cinchona  left,  and  they  are  very  few  in  these  parts,  seem  likely  to 
reap  a  rich  harvest.  The  proposed  new  Government  plantation 
stands  out  conspicuous  in  the  landscape  between  Neddivuttum 
and  Pykara,  not  far  from  the  Falls.  A  fine  shola  has  been  felled 
jfor  the  purpose.  Had  private  parties  applied  for  the  land,  they 
would  have  been  refused,  of  course  on  the  ground  that  the  de- 
struction of  the  shola  would  have  upset  the  rainfall  and  have 
•helped  to  denude  the  country  of  springs  ! 

The  Turpentine=crop. 

Savannah  advices,  dated  July  30,  report  that  the  small 
receipts  of  oil  of  turpentine  for  July  at  that  port  have 
caused  some  concern  to  the  dealers.  This  scarcity  is  not 
confined  to  Savannah  alone,  but  the  seven  principal  ports  in 
the  South  report  lack  of  business.  The  receipts  at 
Savannah  during  July  were  about  5  000  casks  less  than  for 
the  corresponding  period  of  1893,  and  the  combined  shortage 
in  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  Brunswick,  Charleston,  Wilming- 
ton, Pensacola,  and  Savannah  is  a  little  more  than  23,000 
casks.  The  cold  weather  of  last  winter  and  the  long 
drought  in  the  spriDg  are  in  a  large  measure  to  blame  for 
the  scarcity.  The  crop  is  fully  12  per  cent,  behind  up  to 
date,  and  there  seems  no  likelihood  of  its  catching  up  with 
last  year.  May,  June,  and  July  are  the  best  months  for  the 
turpentine-men,  and  about  the  middle  of  this  month  they 
will  know  how  the  supply  is  going  to  turn  out.  The 
operators  do  not  appear  to  have  had  a  successful  season  on 
account  of  the  increased  prices,  as  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  most  of  them  contracted  to  deliver  large  quantities  of 
turpentine  at  from  27c.  to  32c,  whereas  the  average  price 
paid  by  the  dealers  for  this  future  delivery  was  about  30j. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

[  These  prices  are  for  market-centres  other  than  London  ] 

A  steady  tone  and  good  all-round  demand  continue  as  the 
prevailing  features  of  the  heavy-chemical  market,  and  conse- 
quently values  are  for  the  most  part  fully  maintained— in  fact,  in 
the  cases  where  any  change  seems  imminent  the  alteration  is 
most  likely  to  be  upward.  Shipments  generally  are  good,  and 
from  the  Board  of  Trade  returns  just  issued  to  the  end  of  last 
month  it  is  to  be  noted  that  there  has  been  a  very  fair  increase  in 
the  exports  of  bleaching-materials  both  as  compared  with  the 
figures  to  the  end  of  1897  and  1898.  Exports  of  alkali  for  July, 
1899,  were  only  4'4  per  cent,  less  than  for  July,  1898,  in  spite  of 
the  heavy  falling-off  in  exports  to  the  United  States. 

Alkali  Produce. — In  bleaching-powder  a  good  business  is 
being  transacted,  and  price  for  softwood  casks,  free  on  rails,  is 
now  4?.  15s.;  hardwoods,  f  o.b.  Liverpool,  stand  at  51.  to  51.  5s. 
Caustic  soda  is  again  higher,  and  very  firm  at  the  advanced  rates 
— 76  to  77  per  cent.,  8/.  15s.  f.o.h.  Tyne  or  Liverpool ;  70  per 
cent.,  8/.,  and  60  per  cent.  11. ;  74  per  cent.,  8?.  5s.  per  ton,  f.o.b. 
Liverpool.  Soda  crystals  are  without  alteration  in  value,  but  are 
very  firm  owing  to  scarcity.  Saltcake  tends  a  little  firmer,  and 
'now  stands  at  about  25s.  to  26s.  per  ton,  free  on  rails,  in  bulk. 

Coal-tar  Products  all  round  are  very  firm,  with  fair  business 
passing.  Benzols  now  stand— 90  per  cent.,  $>\d.  to  9d. ;  and 
50  per  cent.,  lOd.  Pitch  higher,  and  has  still  further  advancing 
tendency;  present  figure  is  about  33s.,  f.o.b. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  has  taken  a  rather  better  turn  again. 
Beckton,  August-September,  12/.  5s.  Beckton  terms,  12/.  2s.  6d. 
London,  121.  2s.  6d.  to  12/.  5s.    Hull  and  Leith,  12/.  2s.  6d. 

Linseed  and  Cottonseed  Cakes  continue  to  move  fairly  well, 
and  prices  are  steadily  maintained.  Linseed-cakes,  95  per  cent., 
pure,  11.  to  11.  5s. ;  oilcakes,  6/.  to  6/.  5s.  Cotton-cakes,  best 
makes,  5/.  5s. ;  and  seconds,  4/.  17s.  6d.  to  5/. 

Brown  Acetate  of  Lime  has  a  steadier  tone  at  4/.  15s.  to 
51.  per  ton,  c  i.f. 


Liverpool  Market. 

Liverpool,  Avgust  9 

Castor  Oil. — The  position  of  Calcutta  remains  unchanged 
good  seconds  being  held  for  2},d.  First-pressure  French  is  a 
shade  easier  owing  to  arrivals,  but  importers  are  still  quoting  2f  d. 
Second-pressure,  2T°5fZ.  Sulphur  seconds,  French,  2^d.  Madras 
good  seconds  are  unchanged  at  2§d.  per  lb. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — Advices  from  abroad  continue  to  harden, 
and  this  is  causing  holders  on  the  spot  to  look  for  better  prices. 

Canary-seed. — The  market  is  now  exceedingly  quiet,  and  38s. 
per  quarter  is  now  asked  for  bright  Turkish. 

Calabar-beans. — A  parcel  of  1  ton  good  sound  sold  at  3d.  per 
lb.,  and  now  importers  are  asking  Ad.  per  lb. 

Beeswax. — 170  bags  Chilian  were  offered  at  auction,  and 
prices  ranging  from  6Z.  17s.  6d.  to  11.  12s.  were  a9ked,  but  no 
buyers  were  forthcoming  at  these  figures.  Subsequently  a  small 
lot  was  sold  at  11.  2s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  consisting  of  grey  to  yellow 
Sierra  Leone.    Ten  ballets  are  reported  sold  at  6/.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Acacia. — Importers  show  a  little  more  disposition  to  meet 
the  views  of  buyers,  but  at  the  moment  there  is  little  or  no 
business  passing.  Values  range  from  62s.  6d.  to  75s.  per  cwt.  for 
Soudan  sorts. 

Honey. — Importers'  quotations  for  Californian  are  steadily 
rising,  and  45s.  per  cwt ,  c.i.f .,  is  asked  for  good  fair  liquid.  Chilian 
is  rather  more  firmly  held  in  sympathy  with  the  strengthened 
position  of  Californian. 

Powdered  White  Arsenic — Firm,  at  19/.  10s.  per  ton  net. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — A  sale  of  a  parcel  in  tins,  Parahyba  descrip- 
tion, is  reported  at  \d.  per  lb. 

African  Ginger. — 226  bags  sound  have  changed  hands  at 
21s.  9<Z.  per  cwt.  ex  store. 

Kola-nuts. — 29  bags  good  dry  African  found  buyers  at  1</., 
and  holders  are  now  asking  l^d. 

Blue  Galls. — A  small  parcel  of  10  bags  prime  quality  offered 
at  auction,  and  were  bought  in  at  75s.  per  cwt.  nominally. 

Grains  of  Paradise. — Importers  are  firm  at  60s.  per  cwt.  for 
the  small  stocks  now  remaining  here. 

German  Market. 

Hamburg,  Avgust  8. 

Our  drug-market  in  general  remains  quiet,  and  only  a  few 
articles  showed  extensive  business. 

Aloes. — Cape,  good  quality,  is  quoted  51m.  to  52m.  per  100 
kilos. 

Balsam  Peru  is  dull  at  15\m.  per  kilo. 

Camphor. — Refined  shows  a  better  tendency  after  last  week's 
decline,  as  the  prices  of  crude  camphor  are  not  in  proportion  to 
the  refined.    Second-hand  holders  ask  to-day  315m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  scarce  at  60m.  to  62m.  per  100  kilos. 

Condurango-bark  is  firmer  and  without  large  stocks ;  to-day's 
quotation,  78m.  to  80m.  per  1C0  kilo3. 

Caraway'-seed. — New  crop  is  quoted  44m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cocai  ne  is  firm  at  440m.  per  kilo. 

Ergot  of  Rye  is  rapidly  advancing ;  last  week  300m.  per  1C0 
kilos,  was  paid.  Holders  of  good  sound  Russian  quality  ask  from 
310m.  to  325m.  per  100  kilos. 

Lycopodium  is  firm  at  £65m.  per  100  kilos. 

Quinine. — Unchanged  and  neglected  at  40m.  per  kilo. 

Santonin  is  very  firm  at  14sm.  to  15m.  per  kilo.,  according  to 
quantity.    A  further  advance  is  expected. 

Wormseed  is  very  firm,  from  48m.  to  54m.  per  100  kilos,  being 
asked,  according  to  quality. 

All  essential  oils  are  quiet  and  unaltered. 

American  Market. 

New  York,  Avgust  1. 

Transactions  in  drug  and  chemical  lines  are  of  a  routine 
character,  and  little  improvement  may  be  expected  until  the 
close  of  the  hot  months.  Many  buyers  are  out  of  town  at 
present. 

Opium  is  dull,  and  prices  have  fallen  off.  Case  lots  can  be 
bought  at  $3.05,  and  quotations  are  only  nominal  at  $3.10. 

Quinine  is  steady  at  the  recent  decline.  Foreign  manufac- 
turers quote  32c,  and  domestic  at  the  same  figure.  Second-hands 
offer  at  28c.  up.    The  demand  is  light. 

Balsam  Tolu  is  in  superabundant  supply,  and  can  be  bought 
at  25c. 

Golden  Seal  is  scarce  on  the  spot,  and  holders  ask  52c.  New 
crop  is  quoted  45c.  to  50c.  to  arrive.  Dealers  in  the  interior  are 
holding  off  for  higher  prices. 

Aloes  Curacoa  is  in  excellent  demand  and  fractionally  higher. 
The  stock  is  bought  up  as  fast  as  it  arrives,  and  while  there  is  no 
absolute  scarcity  the  supply  is  only  just  equal  to  the  demand  at 
present.    Holders  quote  from  34c.  to  4c. 

Ipecac  (Rio)  is  easier,  at  $3.85. 

Jalap  has  been  largely  sold  at  12c,  and  dealers  now  ask  12c.  to. 
13c.  according  to  quality. 
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Senega  is  unsettled,  but  values  are  strong  at  25c.  to  26c,  and 
little  is  obtainable  at  this  figure.    Western  dealers  are  holding 
out  for  high  prices  and  seem  likely  to  succeed.  One  holder  in  New 
York  has  advanced  prices  to  28c. 
Sabsaparilla. — Mexican  is  arriving  freely,  and  quotations  have 
declined  to  8c. 

Cablegrams. 

Hambubg,  August  10,  12.25  p.m.  : — Camphor  refiners  have 
raised  their  quotation  to  330m.  per  100  kilos,  on  the  spot 
and  340m.  for  forward  delivery.  Turpentine  has  advanced  to 
77m.  per  100  kilos. 

*         *  *  * 

Smyrna,  August  10,  5  p.m.  : — The  sales  for  the  week 
amount  to  70  casee,  mostly  for  American  account,  at  the 
equivalent  of  8s  4d.  per  lb.  for  old,  and  8s.  2d.  for  new, 
manufacturing  opium.    Market  closes  very  firm. 


London  Markets. 

Acetanilide. — There  are  eager  sellers  here  at  10fd.  to 
lid.  per  lb.  according  to  quantity,  and  the  article  remains 
weak.  German  makers  anticipate  a  considerable  reduction 
shortly,  as  the  result  of  strong  competition. 

Acid,  Citbic. —  Unaltered,  but  very  quiet  at  Is.  6d.  in 
second-hands,  wbile  most  makers  quote  quote  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 

A  Messina  correspondent,  writing  on  August  1,  reports  that  the 
quantity  of  lemon-juice  and  citrate  of  lime  available  is  limited 
and  in  few  hands.  Some  parcels  of  the  new  production,  however, 
have  been  dealt  in  at  the  equivalent  of  161.,  and  there  are  many 
buyers  in  evidence.  The  lemon  crop  is  very  short  this  year,  for 
the  reason  that  many  landlords  are  changing  the  system  of  culti- 
vation with  a  view  to  the  production  of  a  small  quantity  of  winter 
fruit,  which  they  were  always  forced  to  sell  at  low  figures,  and 
proportionately  higher  figures  in  the  summer,  the  latter  showing 
more  remunerative  results,  but  the  summer  fruits  cannot  be  used 
for  juice.  The  increasing  demand  for  citrate  and  concentrated 
lemon-juice  for  the  United  States,  France,  and  Germany  has  also 
contributed  to  enhance  prices,  especially  in  consequence  of  the 
existence  of  so  many  citrate-of-lime  factories.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  many  of  the  citrate  manufacturers  are  people  of  means 
who  do  not  sell  cheap,  as  were  the  former  small  producers  of  con- 
centrated lemon-juice,  who  forced  their  supplies  on  the  market  at 
low  prices  for  want  of  means.  It  is  the  opinion  that  the  low 
prices  formerly  ruling  will  not  be  seen  again.  To-day's  quotation 
for  juice  or  citrate  of  lime  is  20?.  10s.  per  pipe  f.o.b.  for  prompt 
shipment;  January  to  April,  16?. 

Acid,  Salicylic. — Market  remains  very  firm,  and  agents 
report  a  good  demand,  which  necessitates  orders  being 
executed  in  rotation. 

Almonds — A  medium  crop  is  likely  to  be  gathered  in 
Sicily  this  year,  and  a  good  one  in  Puglia.  Very  little  of 
the  old  crop  is  now  on  hand  in  Sicily.  September-October 
delivery  is  quoted  73s.  6d.  to  78s.  6d.,  and  choice  93s.  per 
cwt.,  f.o.b. 

Bleaching-powdeb.— In  steady  demand.  The  home 
trade  quotation  was  advanced  10s.  per  ton  last  week,  while 
export  prices  are  unchanged.  Soft  wood  on  rails  is  quoted 
4Z.  12s.  6d.  or  4?.  15s.  per  ton,  f.o.b.,  Liverpool. 

Bbomides  have  been  in  good  demand  lately  at  unchanged 
rates,  and  makers  find  difficulty  in  supply  for  immediate 
requirements. 

Camphob. — Extreme  prices  have  been  cabled  from  China 
this  week,  importers  quoting  142s.  6d.  to  144s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f. 
for  Chinese.  Japanese  is  also  higher,  132s.  6d.,  and  to-day 
137s.  6d.,  c.i.f.  being  asked,  but  on  the  spot  there  has  been 
business  recently  at  127s.  Qd.  On  Thursday  the  German 
refiners  advanced  prices  \d.  per  oz.  and  now  quote  Is.  2\d. 
for  ton  lots.  English  refiners  do  not  intend  to  follow  suit  at 
present. 

The  exports  of  crude  camphor  from  Canton  in  1898  were 
63,333  lbs.  (1,707?.),  against  56,900  lbs.  (1,640?.)  in  1897. 

Canthabides. — Russian  flies  have  advanced  about  3d.  to 
Hd.  per  lb.  this  week,  and  a  5- cwt.  parcel  has  been  sold  at 
Is.  10(2.  per  lb.  spot. 

Cocaine. — Again  dearer,  leading  brands  having  been  ad- 
vanced Is.  per  oz.,  now  13s.  for  contract  lots.  In  second 
bands  there  has  been  a  good  business,  at  prices  ranging 
from  lis  9d.  to  12s.  3d.  per  oz.,  but  holders  of  esteemed 
brands  now  ask  12s.  6d. 

Cinchona. — In  addition  to  the  quantities  announced  by 
us  last  week  to  be  offered  at  the  Amsterdam  auctions  on 


August  24  a  luither  2,251  tales  ar.ri  93  cases  (192,726  kilos.) 
have  been  brought  forward.  This  now  brings  the  total  to 
7,564  bales  atd  276  cafes  (688,364  kilcs.).  The  shipments 
from  Ceylon  for  the  week  ending  July  18  were  30  647  lbs., 
and  from  Januaiy  1  to  July  18  they  were  : — 

1899  1898  1897  1896 

Lbs.       ...      277,336      277,755      304,311  193,398 

Five  brokers  have  declared  auctions  in  London  on  August  15, 
the  total  at  present  amounting  1o  1,132  packages,  of  which 
at  least  800  are  East  Indian  bark.] 

Colchicumsebd.— Higher  prices  are  to  be  expected  this 
season  as  tie  stccks  in  Trieste  are  almost  exhausted. 

Coppeb  Sulphate.— A  further  decline  las  taken  place 
in  Ibis  aiticle,  business  having  bceD  done  at  24?.  per  ton  for 
ordinary  brands.    Anchor  brand  is  25?.  10s.,  and  Liverpool. 
24?. 

Begot  is  in  better  inquiry,  and  dearer  in  sympathy  with 
the  Hamburg  market.  A  parcel  of  gcod  Spanish,  bought  a 
fortnight  ago  at  slightly  under  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.,  has  been 
partly  resold  at  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  9d.  per  lb.  For  Russian  Is.  4«?., 
c.i.f.,  is  wanted.] 

Gentian  — Demand  is  quiet,  and  values  are  easier,  fair 
root  beirg  held  lor  15s.  to  16s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot. 

Golden  Seal. — One  dealer  has  received  a  cable  quota- 
tion this  week  asking  2s.  2d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Gum  Arabic. — At  the  auctiens  to-day  only  869  packages 
gum  arabic  and  182  cases  gum  olibanum  offered,  of  which 
61  packages  of  the  former  sold.  The  following  were  the 
prices  obtained  : — Fine  pale  picked  glassy  Oomra,  45s.  to 
47s.  per  cwt.;  fair  bold  bright  ambery,  ditto,  34s.;  and 
block,  10s  ;  small  palish  Oomra,  26s.  to  26s.  6d.  subject,  and 
20s.  subject  for  poor  reddish  ;  Australian  siftings,  16s. ; 
block,  10s  ;  AdeD,  good  bold  pale  picked  frosted,  54s. 

Gtjm  Mastich, — Another  parcel  of  ten  cases  has  come  to 
band  to  augment  the  already  large  supply.  For  quantity 
easier  prices  would  be  accepted,  but  there  is  no  demand. 
Good  pale  tear  is  quoted  Is.  td.  to  Is.  9d.  per  lb. 

Gum  Tbagacakth. — Business  has  been  more  active 
especially  in  the  lower  grades,  and  full  prices  have  been 
obtained,  transactions  including  Ithirds  at  11?.  to  11?.  15s., 
and  fourths  8?.  to  10?.  10s.  per  cwt. 

INSECT-  FLOWERS.— A  Trieste  correspondent,  writing  on 
July  31,  states  that,  owing  to  the  unsatisfactory  quality  of 
the  present  arrivals  of  new  open  flowers,  prices  for  good 
sound  flowers,  old  or  new,  are  fully  sustained.  The  demand 
at  present  is  brisk,  balf-open  and  closed  being  quite  steady. 
The  stock  at  the  end  of  June  was  252,100  kilos  ,  and  the 
receipts  in  July  108,700  kilos.,  which  together  equal 
360,8C0  kilos.,  from  which  must  be  deducted  tbe  deliveries — 
96.100  kilos — leaving  a  stock  at  the  end  of  July  of 
264,700  kilos.  The  following  are  the  current  quotations, 
f.o.b.  Trieste  : — Open  flowers,  43s.  to  ;45s. ;  balf-open,  63s.  to 
72s. ;  closed,  85s.  to  93s. ;  and  wild,  106s.  to  118s.  per  cwt. 

Ipecacuanha. — Small  sales  of  Rio  have  been  made  this 
week,  at  14s.  9d.  per  lb.  An  arrival  of  74  bales  of  this  kind 
has  come  to  hand. 

Lime  juice. — Unworked  West  Indian  has  been  sold  this 
week  at  Is.  Id.  per  gal.,  but  Is.  3d.  is  now  wanted.  English 
pressed  lemon  jnice  is  worth  Is.  3d.  per  gal.,  but  is  almost 
unobtainable.  A  large  proportion  of  the  W.I.  juice  now 
coming  in  is  going  into  direct  consumption. 

Menthol  Unchanged,  with  small  sales  in  second  hand 

at  7s.  3d.  per  lb.,  spot. 

Oil,  Anise  (Star).— Quiet,  at  6s.  4d.  to  6s.  6d.  per  lb. 
c.i.f.,  or  6s.  2d.  to  6s.  3d.  spot,  according  to  holder. 

Oil,  Castor,—  Quiet.  Hull  rrake  is  qucted  27?.  10s.  per 
ton  in  barrels,  ard  3\d.  per  lb.  in  cases,  fcr  medicinal;  first- 
pressirg  25?.,  and  second-pressing  237.  10s.  per  ton,  ex  wharf 
LoEdcn     Medicinal  Italian  is  qucted  31s.  per  cwt.  c.i  f. 

Calcutta  advices,  dated  July  19,  report  that  there  are  no  stocks 
of  fine  pale  No.  1  quality  to  be  had.  The  market  is  very 
sensitive,  and  even  a  moderate  demand  would  probably  send 
prices  up,  owing  to  the  short  production.  A  fair  shipment  has 
been  made  to  the  colonies  and  Xew  Zealand. 

Oil,  Citbonella. — Quiet  and  unchanged  at  lid.  to  ll^d. 
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per  lb.  on  the  spot  in  drums.  The  Ceylon  exports  for  the 
week  ending  July  11  were  23,270  lbs.,  of  which  21,002  lbs. 
were  for  LondoD.  The  shipments  are  steadily  increasing,  as 
the  following  figures  show: — Januarv  1  to  July  11,  1898, 
880.350  lbs.;  1897,  618,652  lbs. ;  1896,  626,653;  and  1893, 
463,549  lbs. 

Oil,  Cod  liveb. — Oar  Bergen  advices,  dated  August  5, 
report  an  unchanged  market  with  a  fair  demand,  the  export 
figures  still  keeping  above  the  average,  being  7,626  barrels, 
against  4,740  at  the  same  time  last  year.  Finest  Lofoten 
non-congealing  oil  is  not  obtainable  below  55s  per  barrel, 
and  from  the  northern  towns  quotations  come  Is.  or  2s. 
higher.    Nothing  doing  in  London. 

Oil,  Olive. — The  following  advices  are  to  hand  regarding 
the  coming  olive  oil  crop  :  — 

Naples  and  Tabanto.— Reports  from  these  districts  are  not 
encouraging,  as  the  cool  and  damp  weather  has  had  a  bad  effect,  and 
opinions  are  expressed  that  the  yield  will  only  reach  one-sixth  of 
an  average  crop.  Gioja  :  No  material  change  here,  where  indica- 
tions point  to  a  half-crop.  Sicily  :  Weather  has  been  unfavour- 
able to  the  blooming,  and  in  some  districts  the  prospects  of  a 
good  crop  have  been  spoilt.  Spain  :  Reports  vary.  From  Seville 
it  was  said  the  olives  promised  an  abundant  crop,  but  latterly 
there  has  been  a  great  fall  of  fruit  in  the  district.  If  this  con- 
tinues the  favourable  result  hoped  for  would  appear  to  be  in 
doubt.  From  the  other  parts  of  Spain  the  olives  are  reported  to 
look  well  and  flourishing.  Levant  :  Weather  generally  has  been 
favourable,  but  from  the  Aidin  districts  there  are  reports  of  some 
damage,  which  may  be  exaggerated. 

From  Messina,  under  date  of  July  31,  we  hear  that  the  ex- 
port of  oil  for  the  first  six  months  of  this  year  reached 
8,587  tons,  against  9,009  tuns  in  the  like  period  of  1898. 
Stocks  in  Sicily  on  July  1  last  were  6,625  tuns,  against 
4,700  tuns.  The  new  crop  may  be  put  down  as  a  failure  in 
Italy.  The  weather  has  been  far  from  favourable,  and  the 
small  quantity  of  fruit  remaining  on  the  trees  has  gradually 
wasted  away.  Very  little  can  be  looked  for  f  com  Sicily  or 
Paglia,  and  at  Gioja  alone  one  fourth  to  one- third  of  an 
average  crop  may  be  looked  for;  but  the  temperature  is 
unfortunately  unfavourable,  and  the  olive  "  fly,"  which  has 
already  made  its  appearance,  may  render  the  hopes  placed 
on  Gioja  delusive.  In  fact,  a  daily  diminution  by  falling-off 
of  fruits  is  verified.  Prices  are  exceedingly  firm,  and  a  sub- 
stantial advance  is  expected  in  view  of  the  existing  stock 
and  the  estimated  ne  w  crop  being  really  insufficient  to  meet 
Italian  consumption,  which  mu9t  have  recourse  to  foreign 
oils. 

Oil,  Turpentine. — The  market  was  greatly  excited  at 
the  close  of  last  week,  up  to  35s.  per  cwt.  spot  having  been 
paid  for  American  ;  and  since  the  holiday  there  has  been  a 
further  advance  of  9d.  to  Is.,  the  quotation  closing,  as  we  go 
to  press,  at  35s.  9d.  to  36s.  per  cwt. 

Opium. — Quiet,  and  without  improvement.  In  manu 
facturing  kinds  a  few  cases  have  changed  hands  at  previous 
rates.  Persian  is  firm,  at  lis  9d.  to  12s.  for  fine,  but  there 
are  no  buyers ;  medium  grades  are  held  for  10s.  6d  to  lis., 
and  lower  bids  have  been  refused. 

Smybna,  July  28. — Since  the  opening  of  the  new  season  the 
arrivals  of  new  crop  in  Smyrna  have  gone  on  steadily  increasing, 
and  to-day  they  stand  at  1,010  cases,  as  against  372  cases  last 
year.  These  accumulations  have  somewhat  paralysed  the  lead  of 
speculators,  and  the  article  is  at  present  in  an  untenable  position. 
Holders  in  ^the  interior  continue  to  ask  fairly  high  rates,  but 
the  latest  reports  announce  a  slight  relapse.  The  five  principal 
holders  of  the  syndicate  continue  to  hold  off  the  market.  The 
sales  for  the  week  are  as  follows : — Forty-five  cases  new  current 
talequale  at  the  equivalent  of  8s.  3cZ. ;  3  cases  old  Karahissar  at 
8s.  lid. ;  and  1  case  new  Yerli  at  8s.  M.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,]  all  for 
exportation. 

Constantinople,  August  4. — Owing  to  absence  of  demand, 
opium  has  been  gradually  declining,  and  prices  have  now  touched 
the  parity  7s.  lid.  to  8s.  for  ordinary  druggists'.  There  may  be 
a  further  slight  recession,  but  nothing  serious,  as  values  have 
now  reached  a  level  which  will  probably  tempt  buyers  ere  long. 
Taken  all  round,  there  is  at  present  a  very  quiet  tone,  save  at 
Salonica,  where  some  large  dealers,  who  hold  heavy  stocks  at 
high  prices,  are  trying  to  force  up  prices  against  legitimate 
buyers.  The  decline  in  druggist  grades  must  make  itself  felt 
there  ere  long.  Zilles  and  similar  soft  grades  have  not  as  yet 
reached  this  market.  Prices  inland,  however,  are  very  high,  and 
it  is  probable  that  native  speculators  will  lose  money  on  their 
purchases. 

Obbis. — Leghorn  advices  state  that  the  next  crop  is  likely 


to  be  quite  up  to  the  average,  and  that  prices  are  not  likely 
to  advance.  Quotations  to  hand  on  Wednesday  from 
Messina  for  old  crop  are  31s.  6d.  for  prime  Florentine,  and 
27s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  sorts. 

Quicksilveb  seems  on  the  eve  of  a  rise,  and  although  the 
first-hand  quotation  is  unchanged  at  81.  7s  6d.  per  bottle, 
orders  are  only  booked  subject  to  confirmation.  Second- 
hand do  not  quote  at  the  moment. 

Quinine. — No  business  of  importance  has  been  done  this 
week,  and  the  market  is  nominally  unchanged  at  Is.  2,\d.  to 
Is.  2±d.  per  oz  spot  in  second  hands,  and  December  delivery 
at  Is  3d.  The  exports  from  Java  during  Mav  were  218  cases, 
all  of  which  came  to  London.  From  July  1,  1898,  to  May  31, 
1899,  the  shipments  have  been  1,469  cases,  against 
358  cases  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1897-98. 

Santonin. — As  the  crude  material  is  very  scarce,  a  further 
rise  is  probable  shortly. 

Seeds. — There  has  been  a  good  business  in  Canary-seed 
done  lately,  chiefly  for  export,  London  being  the  cheapest 
market.  Turkish  has  been  sold  at  34s.  up  to  35s.  per  qr., 
but  higher  prices  are  now  asked.  Morocco  Coriander  is 
dearer  owing  to  small  supplies  :  9s.  per  cwt  is  the  nominal 
value;  for  good  English  12s.  to  14s.  is  required  Cumin 
firm ;  25s.  to  28s.  per  cwt.  is  wanted  for  Morocco,  and  34s. 
for  Malta.  Anise,  scarce,  especially  for  fine  quality ;  Russian 
sells  at  18s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Fenugreek  slow  at  6s.  to  6s.  6d.  per 
cwt.  for  Dew-crop  Morocco.  Caraways  firm  at  23s.  to  24s. 
per  cwt.  for  common  to  good| Dutch.  Bold  Morocco  Linseed 
sold  at  46s.  per  qr. 

Senna. — Some  400  bales  of  new  crop  are'  likely  to  be 
offered  in  auction  next  week.  For  good  green? Alexandrian 
leaf  from  8\d.  to  8\d.  per  lb.  is  wanted.1] 

Spices. — There  were  no  public  sales  this  week.  A  fair 
amount  of  business  has  been  done  ia  Pepper  at  dearer  prices ; 
Singapore  black  at  5%d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  and  at  5§<Z.  for 
September-November  steamer.  For  Penang  white  8\d.  has 
been  paid  for  August- October  shipment,  and  8^d.  for 
Singapore.  Zanzibar  Cloves  quiet  at  3^jd.  per  lb.  for  spot  and 
future  delivery.  Other  spices  are  slow  of  sale  without  any 
alteration  in  price. 

Stavesacbe. — Values  in  Trieste  have  been  raised  about 
15  per  cent,  in  consequence  of  reports  that  the  new  crop  will 
be  very  small. 

Tuemeeic  meets  with  a  moderate  demand,  but  only  retail 
sales  have  occurred  at  previous  values,  including  fair  split 
Cochin  bulbs  at  8s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Calcutta  advices,  dated  July  19,  report  sales  of  500  bags  Bengal 
kinds  at  7r.  to  8r.  for  immediate  delivery,  owing  to  reduced  stocks 
in  the  home  market.  More  is  wanted  at  this  figure,  but  sellers 
ask  an  advance  owing  to  small  stocks. 

Vanilla. — A  Mauritius  report  dated  June  29  reports  that 
there  is  no  good  quality  to  be  had,  and  an  unchanged 
market.  The  total  figure  of  the  next  crop  is  estimated  at 
3,500  to  4,000  kilos.  A  large  arrival  direct  from  Tahiti  has 
come  to  hand  this  week,  which  has  given  the  market  a  down- 
ward tendency.  Since  the  auctions  last  week  most  of  the 
parcels  to  Tahiti  offered  have  been  cleared  at  7s.  per  lb.  On 
the  other  hand  Seychelles  and  Bourbon  are  very  firm,  and 
full  values  have  been  obtained. 

Wax,  Caenauba.  —  Business  in  Liverpool  last  week 
comprised  about  170  bags  ordinary  Ceara  and  Pernambuco  at 
39s.  to  41s.  per  cwt. 

Duty  on  Scales  in  Fbance  and  Germany. — The 
United  States  Consul-General  at  Berlin,  writiDg  to  the  State 
Department,  says  :  "  The  German  import  duty  on  scales 
and  balances  is  specific,  and  is  governed  by  the  material 
chiefly  used  in  construction  and  by  the  nature  and  degree  of 
outward  finish  to  which  the  whole  or  principal  portions  of 
such  instruments  have  been  subjected.  All  druggists'  scales 
used  in  Germany  must  be  graduated  to  the  metric  system. 
Those  in  use  at  Berlin  are  practically  all  of  polished  brass  or 
nickeled  copper,  varnished,  except  the  inside  of  the-  trays, 
with  a  coating  of  lac  to  prevent  oxidation.  Such  instru- 
ments are  dutiable  at  $1428  per  100  kilos."  The  U.S. 
Paris  Consul,  on  the  same  subject,  writes :  "  Druggists' 
scales,  being  considered  and  classified  as  instruments  of  pre- 
cision, are  exempt  from  duty  on  entering  France." 


